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Sunday 6th June 2021 E100 In the beginning 

WELCOME 

Let us hear God’s word to us this morning as we come to worship the One who was and is and is to come.  

As we start on our series of 100 Bible readings we hear from Genesis 1 1-2 First this: God created the 

Heavens and Earth—all you see, all you don’t see. Earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless 

emptiness, an inky blackness. God’s Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery abyss.  
3-5 God spoke: “Light!” And light appeared. 
6-8 God spoke: “Sky! In the middle of the waters;  separate water from water!” God made sky. 
9-10 God spoke: “Separate! Water-beneath-Heaven, gather into one place; Land, appear!” 
11-13 God spoke: “Earth, green up! Grow all varieties of seed-bearing plants, every sort of fruit-bearing 

tree.” 
14-15 God spoke: “Lights! Come out! Shine in Heaven’s sky! Separate Day from Night. 
20-23 God spoke: “Swarm, Ocean, with fish and all sea life! Birds, fly through the sky over Earth!” 

God created the huge whales,  all the swarm of life in the waters, and every kind and species of flying 

birds. 
24-25 God spoke: “Earth, generate life! Every sort and kind: cattle and reptiles and wild animals—all 

kinds.” 
26-28 God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image, make them reflecting our nature 

Reflecting God’s nature. He created them male and female. God blessed them: 
31 God looked over everything he had made; it was so good, so very good! It was evening, it was 

morning and He rested.  We worship this God who made our earth so beautiful. 
 

HYMN 181  For the beauty of the earth                                                     Moira and Emily Mitchell 

For the beauty of the earth for the beauty of the skies 

For the love which from our birth over and around us lies 

Christ our God to Thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
 

For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night 

Hill and vale and tree and flower sun and moon and stars of light 

Christ our God to Thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
 

For the joy of ear and eye for the heart and mind’s delight 

For the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight 

Christ our God to Thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
 

For the joy of human love brother sister parent child 

Friends on earth and friends above for all gentle thoughts and mild 

Christ our God to Thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
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For each perfect gift of Thine to our race so freely given 

Graces human and divine flowers of earth and buds of Heaven 

Christ our God to Thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Starlit universe – your creation blows our minds away.  200 billion stars, 100 billion galaxies and 

counting, our sun 150 trillion miles away from the centre of our galaxy. Lord God Almighty our minds 

cannot take in the enormity, vastness, complexity, of your creation – we bow before you  

Creator God, accept our praise. 

Earth bound God, you whose hands flung those stars into space became human staying alongside us, 

encouraging us to see God in a new way, the God who comes to his people in love, in light, in power, in 

sensitivity. Those hands who surrendered to the nails, the cruelty of your people when you died on the 

cross.  Yet three days later you rose from the grave, breaking the power of death forever for those who 

put their trust in you.   

Saviour God, accept our praise 

Power sharing God, your presence with us day by day encourages, challenges, comforts, provokes action, 

in equal measure.  You are the one who promises change though You are changeless.  You promise us 

yourself – at work in us and through us so that your light may shine out into our communities your world.  

Ever present God, accept our praise. 

As we feast our eyes on you, as we acknowledge your presence here today our hearts and minds tell us 

that we are not the people we long to be, let alone the people you created.  Forgive us Lord – challenge us 

to allow you to change us in order that we might live for you once more.  Forgiving God we offer you 

ourselves.  In Jesus name we pray saying together the prayer He taught,  Our Father in heaven, hallowed 

be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 

READING  Genesis 11:1-9                                                                                    Read by Jane Telfer 

At first, the people of the whole world had only one language and used the same words. 2 As they 

wandered about in the East, they came to a plain in Babylonia and settled there. 3 They said to one 

another, “Come on! Let's make bricks and bake them hard.” So they had bricks to build with and tar 

to hold them together. 4 They said, “Now let's build a city with a tower that reaches the sky, so that we 

can make a name for ourselves and not be scattered all over the earth.” 
5 Then the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which they had built, 6 and he said, “Now 

then, these are all one people and they speak one language; this is just the beginning of what they are 

going to do. Soon they will be able to do anything they want! 7 Let us go down and mix up their 

language so that they will not understand each other.” 8 So the LORD scattered them all over the earth, 
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and they stopped building the city. 9 The city was called Babylon,[a] because there the LORD mixed up 

the language of all the people, and from there he scattered them all over the earth. 
 

REFLECTION 

The topic for the sermon today is entitled, “In the beginning,” – you will be reading through a variety of 

stories in Genesis this week – most very well known.  God takes certain actions in them sometimes 

creative, sometimes judgemental, always caring, bringing hope of a new life to come. 

God created and was pleased – Genesis 1&2 

How many of you enjoy making things –. How happy are you with what you’ve made – it’s great when 

things work out well sometimes though we have to keep working at it – even if others think it’s ok.   
 

No-one will remember the creation of the first words they used, but they will be remembered – by the 

people to whom they were said.  Mummy, daddy – most likely and those of you who have the privilege of 

being mums and dads know the thrill that those words bring. 

 God’s first phrase in the Bible is very significant – Let there be light.  Out of formlessness and 

desolation, total darkness came a voice which said, “Let there be light,” and there was and what a 

difference that made. 

Light is so important to our world – it shows us the way to go, it helps to promote growth, it brings order 

to our world – the seasons, the twenty four hour period divided into day and night, light and dark to 

provide us with rest and refreshment as well as opportunities for work and leisure.  Light brings life, it 

brings a rhythm a God given rhythm and we call that rhythm time.  The whole of the creation story is 

governed by the fact that light is needed first of all.  After that is in place everything else follows and after 

the six days God saw that everything was good and He was pleased.  No going back to tinker with it – it’s 

done, perfect, complete. 

What about your creations – are you pleased with them or do you keep tinkering with them trying to 

improve them?   Not so God – He made and was happy. Everything in the garden was rosy.  There was 

total harmony – with the earth, with the animals, with people and God.   

Paradise made - a place of peace, contentment, unity, working together in total harmony.   

God was happy for the fruit from the tree of life to be eaten – but not from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil. The tree of life would bring harmony.  God knew the devastation that would be caused if 

man and woman were to have total knowledge of good and evil which is why that was the one thing he 

said no to.  The harmony though wasn’t to last – the snake, the woman and the man had ideas above their 

station some might say.  Behaviour was challenged – why on earth would God not want humans to know 

everything, would not want them to know what is good and what is evil?  Blame was apportioned – it 

wisnae me was never a phrase in the Garden of Eden at first.  Their desire for knowledge, total knowledge 

meant the end of stability, for creation and for all created beings.  And it ended their close intimate 

relationship with God and each other, it ended in banishment, banishment for their protection.  The fruit 
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of the tree of life was no longer on offer. Death came into being – and it wasn’t that they weren’t warned 

– they were. 
 

God judged, disciplined but He also protected  Genesis 3 – Adam and Eve continued to live outside the 

garden. Look out for a very telling wee phrase which reminds us that God continues to think and cares for 

us in our sin – it was God who provided the animal skins to cover up their embarrassment and indeed it 

was God who dressed them. 
 

God cleansed, saved and brought new promise of help and security – the story of Noah. Chapter 6 of 

Genesis tells us that God’s reaction was one of pain, regret and grief – a pain, regret and grief though that 

resulted in action by Him.  After Noah came out of the ark – he made a sacrifice to God – he thanked him 

for keeping them safe.  God made a promise –"Never again will I curse the ground because of man, and 

never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.  As long as the earth endures, seedtime 

and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease."  In other words there 

will be a rhythm to life a rhythm that is governed by God and His light.  There will continue to be growth, 

though not perfect growth, there will continue to be seasons and time - fallen though it is.   
 

 In each of these stories God does judge but leaves open a way for the hope of a new life.  He commands 

His folk to certain activities which will provide them with hope. 

In the first instance God had told Adam to have many children who will live over all the earth and bring it 

under their control. His next command to Noah was to have many children who would live over all the 

earth.  God’s dealing with Noah and the people were all to do with their unwillingness to follow God’s 

commands but still hope remains on offer.   
 

In the 4th story of the beginning, again God deals with His people who are unwilling to follow His 

commands.  God’s idea for creation was to have harmony, not through uniformity but through diversity.  

Just imagine how boring it would be to go to a concert and listen only to one type of instrument.  Part of 

the pleasure we get from listening to music is that each instrument plays its part in the piece of music 

being in a way which enhances the other instruments – they work together in harmony. 

But here we are again with people ignoring God’s will and wanting to go their own way. Again God 

given boundaries are being crossed.  Human beings trying to grasp something that does not belong to 

them and assert that they are no longer bound by God’s limits.  They are putting themselves above God. 

These people knew that God wanted them to disperse to the corners of the world but they thought that 

security would come by staying together and settling in one place. Using materials that would rot and 

decay they build the city and the tower that they think is so big but is so small that God has to come down 

to see it.  They had thought that they could control God by disobeying him.  They thought that people 

would look up to them – they could make a name for themselves – pride: one of the deadly sins.  Pride in 

their own creation.  Pride in the praise given to them by others.   



CCLI: (A)  600239, (E&Y) 634212, (S) 27185  One License: (A) A738334,  (E&Y) A 738278. (S) A-738322 

 

 

God’s will for human beings is not that we find our joy in being praised, but that we find our joy in 

knowing and praising him. What’s the answer to the first question in the shorter catechism – man’s 

chief end is to glorify Him forever. Their second sin was trying to find security on their own.  His will is 

not that we find our security in cities and each other but in Him alone.  
 

Our human sin is that we fail to recognise that God is God and we try individually and corporately to take 

His place.  And when we do that our lives individually and our lives corporately fall apart.  As you read 

about the Tower of Babel and all the different languages that came into being you might like to think of 

the time thousands of years later when the disciples spoke many different languages in order to bring 

people the Good News of God’s saving love in the life death and resurrection of Jesus, bringing hope 

restoration and the possibility of unity. (Acts 2)   
 

The challenges for us from all of these stories are many and you may like to contemplate them as you 

read the passages this week.  God created you and He was pleased – how does that knowledge affect your 

life – the way you live your life? 

God recognises that you fail him time after time but time after time he offers you forgiveness, 

reconciliation, a new way of being.  The new way of being is resting in His presence, listening to His 

voice and following His instructions.  There are so many different voices that clamour for our ears and 

time – we need to cultivate the ability to hear His voice above the roar of all others – His the still small 

voice calling us back to Himself, calling us into His presence, calling us to rest in Him and trust in Him 

alone. 

God offers you a journey – so often we want to stay static.  We enjoy our own company but God calls 

each one of us out of our comfort zones so that we may learn to enjoy His company on the road, to 

depend on him, not rely on ourselves. What is He calling you to, where is He calling you to?   

Our world is a broken one because we have failed to obey God’s commands, to rely on His strength and 

wisdom - what part of your life is broken – what is God challenging you to give over to him?  Cast all 

you anxieties on God for He cares for you (1 Peter 5:7).  Take time this week to allow Him new access 

into your life.  Discover anew the excitement that will bring you as you respond to His love and be 

willing to seek His forgiveness and restoration. Amen 
 

HYMN 485 Dear Lord and Father of mankind                                            small church music 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind forgive our foolish ways 

Reclothe us in our rightful mind in purer lives thy service find  

In deeper reverence praise, in deeper reverence praise 
 

In simple trust like theirs who heard beside the Syrian sea 

The gracious calling of the Lord let us like them without a word  
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Rise up and follow thee, rise up and follow thee 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee O calm of hills above 

Where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence of eternity  

Interpreted by love, interpreted by love 
 

Drop thy still dews of quietness till all our strivings cease 

Take from our souls the strain and stress and let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of thy peace, the beauty of thy peace 

 

Breathe through the heats of our desire Thy coolness and thy balm 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire speak through the earthquake, wind and fire 

O still small voice of calm, O still small voice of calm! 

John Greenleaf Whittier (1807 – 1892) 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                             

God of all majesty, You have given us a wonderful world, and have also given us the ability to explore 

and understand it. We praise You for the majesty and beauty of creation and for the opportunities which 

we have to enjoy and appreciate all that You give to us. 

As stewards of creation, we have the responsibility to care for the world You have given. We can 

manipulate our environment-for good or for ill, to the benefit or the detriment of our fellow creatures. 

We acknowledge afresh the huge impact that we humans as a species have and the huge impact on the 

planet—and say sorry for the ways in which this has often been contrary to Your will. 

We pray that You will give guidance and wisdom to all who seek to discern between helpful and harmful 

applications of human advances and innovations. We pray for the impacts of technologies on society – on 

how we interact, on how we view ourselves, other people, or the world around us – even how we view 

You our Creator. 

You have placed people in leadership positions throughout the countries and the organisations of the 

world.  Please remind them of the need to act justly, love mercy and live humbly before your creation and 

before You, knowing that ultimately they will be judged by Your standards. 

As Christ called on His followers to be salt and light, to have an impact on the communities in which we 

live, we pray that, as we seek to witness for God in the world, we will always do so in a loving and gentle 

way, remembering that we need to be faithful to our calling to be salt and light. 

Loving Lord, as we the church, in society, in our nation and world seek to wrestle with significant issues, 

we pray for wisdom, discernment and compassion for all. As you showed us the way of servant leadership 

Lord Jesus we invite you through your Holy Spirit to come and help us be servants too. 

We think of those we know who need your loving, healing, forgiving, life-restoring presence in their lives 

today.  As we name them before you come Lord, come we pray.  SILENCE 

We thank you that you promise to hear and answer the prayers we make in Jesus’ name Amen 
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HYMN 511  Thy hand O God has guided                                                           small church music 

Thy hand O God has guided, Thy flock from age to age 
The wondrous tale is written full clear on every page 

Our fathers owned Thy goodness and we their deeds record 

And both of this bear witness One church one faith one Lord 
 

Thy heralds brought glad tidings to greatest as to least 

They bade men rise and hasten to share the great King’s feast 

And this was all their teaching in every deed and word 

To all alike proclaiming One church one faith one Lord 
 

Through many a day of darkness through many a scene of strife 

The faithful few fought bravely to guard the nation’s life 

Their gospel of redemption sin pardoned man restored 

Was all in this enfolded One church one faith one Lord  
 

Thy mercy will not fail us nor leave Thy work undone 

With Thy right hand to help us the victory shall be won 

And then by men and angels Thy name shall be adored 

And this shall be their anthem One church one faith one Lord 
Edward Hayes Plumtree  (1821-1891) 

 

BENEDICTION   

God who created you in love and for love, fill your life with His love, increase your faith, strengthen your 

hope, that you may walk before Him in peace.  God knowing the blessing of the creating, saving, guiding, 

Presence of Almighty God, Father Son and Spirit in your life today and everyday Amen  


