
Sunday13th June 2021 E100 Promises, promises 

WELCOME  

Titus 3: 4 When the kindness and love of God our Saviour was revealed, 5 he saved us. It was not 

because of any good deeds that we ourselves had done, but because of his own mercy that he saved us, 

through the Holy Spirit, who gives us new birth and new life by washing us. 6 God poured out the Holy 

Spirit abundantly on us through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 7 so that by his grace we might be put right 

with God and come into possession of the eternal life we hope for. We come today to worship our 

merciful saving God the One whose Son Jesus is now our Risen King.  

HYMN Come people of the risen King  

Words removed for copyright reasons  
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION  

Faithful God so unchanging, we praise you for being our guide through the path of life. You are the one 

who has made us with two eyes, two ears, one mouth, a brain and a heart all of which are needed to help 

us follow you.  

You call us to trust you – help us to obey you  

You call us to listen – help us to hear  

You call us to follow - help us to say yes  

May our minds be focussed on you and your ways. May our hearts beat to the rhythm of your life giving 

power.  

Almighty God you are the greatest being the one true God . We are amazed that you should want us to 

help you. Thank you for the example of your Son Jesus who asked for help as he walked this earth 

sharing your love. Thank you for the gift of the Holy Spirit - you tell us He is here in the world, in our 

minds, in our hearts today encouraging us to listen, to obey and to trust you. Holy God we bow in 

amazement and worship you from the bottom of our hearts.  

When we fail you will you please prod us to turn once more to you. Bring to our minds those things that 

are wrong in our lives and help us to say sorry, asking for your forgiveness so that we might know the 

freedom your forgiveness brings us. Your Spirit promises to help us always – we are your people, draw us 

close to yourself so that we can experience the love which you offer us and so that we can hear your voice 

in a clear way. We give you ourselves anew, please use our money, our talents, our time in the way which 

best suits your purposes and your kingdom. In Jesus name we pray Our Father who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory, for ever. Amen  
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READING Genesis 12:1-20 Read by Mark Corbett  

God's Call to Abram  

12 The LORD said to Abram, “Leave your country, your relatives, and your father's home, and go to a 

land that I am going to show you. 2 I will give you many descendants, and they will become a great 

nation. I will bless you and make your name famous, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 

who bless you, but I will curse those who curse you and through you I will bless all the nations.”  

4 When Abram was seventy-five years old, he started out from Haran, as the LORD had told him to do; 

and Lot went with him. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all the wealth and all the 

slaves they had acquired in Haran, and they started out for the land of Canaan. When they arrived in 

Canaan, 6 Abram travelled through the land until he came to the sacred tree of Moreh, the holy place 

at Shechem. (At that time the Canaanites were still living in the land.) 7 The LORD appeared to Abram 

and said to him, “This is the country that I am going to give to your descendants.” Then Abram built 

an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 After that, he moved on south to the hill 

country east of the city of Bethel and set up his camp between Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. 

There also he built an altar and worshiped the LORD. 9 Then he moved on from place to place, going 

toward the southern part of Canaan.  

10 But there was a famine in Canaan, and it was so bad that Abram went farther south to Egypt, to live 

there for a while. 11 When he was about to cross the border into Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “You 

are a beautiful woman. 12 When the Egyptians see you, they will assume that you are my wife, and so 

they will kill me and let you live. 13 Tell them that you are my sister; then because of you they will let 

me live and treat me well.” 14 When he crossed the border into Egypt, the Egyptians did see that his 

wife was beautiful. 15 Some of the court officials saw her and told the king how beautiful she was; so 

she was taken to his palace. 16 Because of her the king treated Abram well and gave him flocks of 

sheep and goats, cattle, donkeys, slaves, and camels. 17 But because the king had taken Sarai, the 

LORD sent terrible diseases on him and on the people of his palace. 18 Then the king sent for Abram 

and asked him, “What have you done to me? Why didn't you tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why 

did you say that she was your sister, and let me take her as my wife? Here is your wife; take her and get 

out!” 20 The king gave orders to his men, so they took Abram and put him out of the country, together 

with his wife and everything he owned.  
 

REFLECTION  

The readings for the coming week read like a script from Eastenders, River City or Corrie! You almost 

couldn’t make it up if you tried and that is why I think the Bible is so believable. It never glosses over the 

difficult actions of the people it’s telling us about and it also never glosses over some of the difficult 

actions of God either.  
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Today we see families at work, relationships strained to breaking point, people looking out for 

themselves, manipulating others, deceiving those they love and yes following God too, relying on Him, 

pre-empting Him but through it all we continue to see God’s love in action, God’s saving love, God’s 

healing love, God’s challenging love, God’s forgiving love, God’s renewing love, the love that has been 

promised since the beginning of time. The love which searches out folk, encouraging them to receive it so 

that it might be shared.  

This next section of the Bible story deals with journeys – journeys of Abram, his sons Isaac and Ishmael, 

Isaac’s sons Jacob and Esau and how the promise of God remained true throughout the successes but 

mainly through the failures of each of the cast to have faith.  

Each of us is on a journey – sometimes we trundle along in life with nothing much seeming to happen but 

then there’s the times when there is a change, a change of circumstance, a change of direction, a change 

of emphasis. In our thinking we need to remember that it’s not always a physical journey that God is 

calling us to but an emotional and spiritual one also. But with every journey there’s things that need to be 

done and that’s what I want us to think about today  

Abram’s journey was made in different stages – he in fact had already journeyed with his mum and dad to 

Haran – they’d meant to go as far as Canaan – the land that God was going to promise his special people 

but they hadn’t made it that far and we don’t know the reason.  

When you’re packing for off you’ve decisions to make. 1) Decide what needs to be taken Family, vital 

equipment, food, map or trusted friend who knows the way.  

2) Decide what needs not to be taken. – kitchen sinks spring to mind! Cultural baggage, sinful practices, 

things that haven’t gone as well as we’d hoped they would, things which hold us back.  

Abram – “exalted father” is what that means - is called by God to go. In the whole story of the Bible 

Abram's call is so important. He doesn’t become Abraham till Chapter 17!  

Up till now people have been trying to find God in fact to make themselves God - the tower of Babel was 

a way of folk trying to capture God and make him theirs.  

This is now the story of God finding folk, finding them in the place where they are settled and moving 

them on to the next stage of the journey.  

Called  

Abram was called by God - called to leave the past behind him, called to break some family ties. Some 

family was to go with him but others were not. How hard that is for us. Sometimes our relatives leave to 

go overseas. Things can never be the same, will never be the same. It is a huge wrench. Sometimes it is us 

that are called to leave the situation in which we find ourselves. Never an easy decision.  

He was called to leave his comfortable lifestyle and go wandering. He was called to journey. Someone 

has said that a break with the past has a place in the future purposes of God. Think of Jesus calling the  
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fishermen, the tax collector etc. They left their nets and families and followed into a totally different way 

of life. We need to be ready to hear and obey God’s call on our own lives recognising that it will have 

implications for our families too.  

He was called though to a promise and it was a three-fold promise. – to land, new family, and the ability 

to bless others. Blessing those who were around when he was alive, but also to future generations as part 

of God's cosmic plan of salvation both for the Jews and for us. Abram's faith, his obedient trust earned 

him a place in the roll call of those with faith in Hebrews. His descendants did become as numerous as the 

stars in the sky. He is a blessing even to us who live 4,000 years after he did. We wouldn't have the 

stories of the special people of God who obeyed him and who turned away from him on other occasions. 

We wouldn't have the stories which show us that God forgave them when they came back to him. We 

wouldn’t have the story of Jesus coming to earth to tell us that when we follow him we are God's special 

people.  

We are called to leave the past behind and follow God. We are called to journey - and it's much easier to 

journey knowing that God has been with others in their journeys, that when we make mistakes he will 

forgive us. We too are called to a promise of land; the place where we are at present, and then to a great 

new land in heaven, called to have a family of our own - the family of God – the members of our nuclear 

family may have gone or be far away but God’s promise is that we are part of His family forever and that 

where ever we are there will be others present providing us with love and care and we are promised that 

we will be a blessing to others. No one knows what a difference they make to other people’s lives by 

sharing God's love – yes in what they say but much more importantly in what they do. As St Francis said, 

“Tell of God’s love using words only where necessary!” But it is so true. Every action we take speaks for 

or against God, every thought we have has implications for the way in which we act, and every word and 

the way in which it is said shows where we are with God. We never get things right all the time but thank 

God he is willing to forgive us and set us on the right track once more.  

Throughout these stories we see God at work; willing, like the Good Shepherd and the lost sheep, to 

intervene and bring good out of wrong. The discovery of Abram’s deception in Egypt led, yes to his 

humiliation, but also to his deportation back to the Promised Land. Broken, Abram was able to 

experience God’s help and healing in a deeper way, a way that ended up with his faith stronger as a result, 

a faith that would withstand other difficulties that God himself would put in his way.  

Whatever else you can say about your life, remind yourself frequently that God is in control of even the 

tiniest details - even the most unlikely events are used by Him to bring you back into His presence. 

Abram returned to the Promised Land where he should never have left. There would be consequences that 

resulted from his sin – there always are but God forgave him and moved him on the next stage of his 

journey. I think we can take great comfort from that.  
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Throughout your readings this week you will find that despite people’s failure to follow and listen to God, 

He is a God who promises always to be there, to lead, to forgive, to love. With God no one is a lost cause! 

Let’s give him the glory for that.  
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION Chris Carroll  

Addressing our Creator, let us bring our intercessory prayers for others and also prayers for ourselves.  

In our weakness, You have made a way to come to You in all Your inestimable majesty and power. You 

are our God and Father, the One who deals justly with us, provides for us and hears us.  

Thank you Father for making a way through the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus.  

Lord, we know that we can be so fickle. Sometimes we view ourselves as totally trusting You and other 

times we can just forget about You and do our own thing. Sometimes we try to do what we know you 

require and other times we try to help you do what we think you ought to be doing.  

Lord forgive us. Please encourage us and show us the right way.  

Mighty God and Creator, we bring before you those whom we love and also those whom we find it 

difficult to love. Please hear our individual requests for those who we individually bring to mind now and 

during the week ahead.  

Father God, look into us and see the true desires of our hearts, both for ourselves and for others.  

This coming week, Lord stir up our hearts so that we bring to you in our individual time with you those 

who we know or hear about who need healing bodily, mentally or spiritually; those who feel they are 

alone; those who suffer persecution, especially as a result of their trust in you.  

Thank you Lord for the positive benefits to our three congregations resulting from prayerful discussion 

and decisions made during the linking processes.  

Thank you Lord for blessing our congregations and please help us to be a blessing to our communities 

and to Your wider Church.  

Merciful God, we bring to You our prayers for those men and women whose work is to govern nationally 

and those who govern locally, that they may have favour in your sight, that we and our nations may be 

governed justly and that ungodly policies will be restrained.  

We thank you Lord for the freedoms we still enjoy in our nations.  

Father, our world seems such an inextricable mix of beauty and destruction, good and evil, joy and 

sorrow, hope and despair. Only You are changeless and dependable.  

Father God we trust in you. You are the One who gives us opportunities to start afresh. Give us ears to 

hear you this coming week. Amen.  

CHAT WITH Our new Pastoral Assistant: Heather Carroll  

We’re very pleased this morning to have Heather Carroll, our new Pastoral Assistant with us. You’ll 

remember that with the linking process Presbytery has given us money for this post. It gives me great  
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pleasure to say hello to Heather and to welcome her. I thought it would be good if we could find out a 

wee bit about her, so Heather  

Tell us a bit about yourself - where do you come from, where have you lived - where are you living 

now?  

I currently live at the top of Ettrick Valley, surrounded by beautiful countryside, west of Selkirk. Growing 

up I spent my first four years on the Philiphaugh estate at the bottom of yarrow valley, before moving to 

Ettrick. I attended Ettrick Primary School (which has now sadly closed) and Selkirk High School before 

studying biology at the University of St Andrews. My shortest house-move was between my third and 

fourth years at university when I moved from 6 Wallace St to the house next door, number 8! Thankfully 

I only walked up the wrong path once and soon realised when I reached for the door handle which was on 

the opposite side!  

What has been your best job to date?  

That's a difficult question as I've been fortunate to have enjoyed all of my jobs over the years. On a 

professional level, my best job was working at RP Adam in Selkirk where I was Laboratory Manager for 

many years. I enjoyed the responsibility and being able to use my scientific skills. Probably the most 

enjoyable part of that job was developing new products as I enjoyed the challenge and the satisfaction of 

creating something innovative. However on a personal level I really enjoyed caring for an elderly lady 

where I provided companionship and I particularly enjoyed our chats about her life experiences. I also 

remember with fondness my time working at Bowhill House where I will never forget my amazing 

colleagues and the lovely homemade scones that were provided for elevenses each day!  

Tell us a bit about your family, your church family and any pets?  

I have two brothers and a sister. My parents and youngest brother live in Ettrick, my twin brother lives in 

Selkirk and my sister lives in Reading. I am a very proud aunty to two amazing nephews and a niece who 

live in Selkirk and my remarkable 95 year old grandmother lives in North Wales. I currently don't have 

any pets but used to have a jet black cocker spaniel called Jill.  

For the last few years I have been part of Hope Church in Tweedbank where I have an amazing church 

family, spanning all age groups and from many areas around the Borders. I have played an active role in 

helping with the creche and welcoming people coming in to church and truly feel part of a large church 

family where everybody is supportive of each other.  

What famous person would you most like to meet and why you have?  

Am I allowed to give two answers to this? I would love to meet the Queen and also David Attenborough. 

Whilst at the University of St Andrews Prince William and Kate were students too and I was lucky 

enough to meet Prince Charles. However I would love to meet the Queen.  
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I have a passion for nature and really look up to David Attenborough as I think he has been inspirational 

in bringing the natural world into people’s homes and it would be fascinating to meet him.  

We’ve had a wee insight into your life and background and thank you very much for being willing to be 

interviewed. We look forward to meeting you in person and we as a church family will be praying for you 

as you start this new job. We pray God’s blessing on you. Thank you very much.  

HYMN 159 Lord for the years  

Words omitted for copyright reasons 

BENEDICTION  

The God of love who calls you, guide you today and always;  

His might uphold you, His love enfold you, His peace empower you.  

The blessing of the Eternal Presence of Almighty God in your life be yours today and everyday. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CCLI: (A) 600239, (E&Y) 634212, (S) 27185 One License hymns reprinted with permission under: (A) A738334, (E&Y) A 738278. (S) A-738322 All rights 

reserved.  


