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Sunday   20th June 2021 E100 God intended it for Good 

WELCOME The Apostle Paul says this in Romans 8:28 
28 We know that in all things God works for 

the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. Our heads might know 

this to be true in faith but when life is tough it is very difficult for our hearts to accept.  It is though as we 

look up to our God and look back to see all He has done throughout the Millennia that we can join our 

voices to those who have praised Him for His faithfulness throughout the Millennia, those today who are 

praising him and to those who are praising Him now in His closer presence as they see Him face to face 

in Heaven.  That is an amazing thoughtand it is an amazing choir.  All people that on earth do dwell and 

all people that in Heaven do dwell joining together singing together to His praise with cheerful voice.  

 

 HYMN     All people that on earth do dwell 

All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice 

Him serve with Him with joy His praises tell, Come now before Him and rejoice 

 

Know that the Lord is God indeed He formed us all without our aid  

We are His flock He comes to feed, the sheep by who His hand were made. 

O let the earth rejoice, lift up your voice and magnify His holy name (repeat) 
 

O enter then His gates with joy within His courts His praise proclaim 

Let thankful songs your tongues employ O bless and magnify His name 

O let the earth rejoice, lift up your voice and magnify His holy name (repeat) 
 

Because the Lord our God is good His mercy is forever sure 

His faithfulness at all times stood and shall from age to age endure 

O let the earth rejoice, lift up your voice and magnify His holy name (repeat) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost 

Emu Music, © 2018 Alanna Glover, Louis Bourgeois, William Kethe, CCLI Song Number 7125862 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

God of all time and space we worship and adore you.  God of every age you come to your people in 

different ways, at different times, reminding us of your glory, your beauty, your wisdom, your 

unfathomable thoughts, your holiness, majesty and purity. 

Word of God spoken so softly, shouted from the rooftops, etched into the hearts and minds of your people 

– you came into our world in order that we might see you more clearly, hearing your voice in a new way 

through the life of your Son Jesus.  Jesus, your voice called, comforted, challenged the perceptions of 
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your day.  You turned the world upside down when you came all those many years ago.  Today you come 

through your Spirit longing for your people to respond to all you have to say to them, to us, all you have 

to give to them, to us.  Lord in the silence we worship you for we do not have adequate vocabulary to 

honour you. 

Your power Lord God is complete – there is no weakness in you.  There is nothing that you do not know 

– from the ends of the earth to deep into our hearts and minds you see everything there is to see and still 

you love your world, you love us your created people, you love us your children – our Father God.  We 

praise you for your supreme authority for it gives us hope and strength.  We come to you Father because 

in Jesus you first came to us – you always make the first move – creating, loving, forgiving, sending Jesus 

to show us your way.  You made the first move and loved us before we loved you.   

 

It is as we become aware of your majesty that we realise how small our lives are.  It is when we begin to 

grasp your glory that we can be held by your grace.  It is when we are crushed by life that we are glad to 

be strengthened by the knowledge of the empty cross.  It is when we are defeated by our attempts to 

follow Jesus that we are glad to be encouraged by the knowledge of the empty tomb.  We praise you for 

everyone who makes Jesus real for us, for those whose words and deeds make it easier for us to put our 

trust in you.   Forgive us when our selfishness and our greed make it harder for to others to know you.  

Forgive us for the times we hurt you and each other.  We pray that your love and your power will change 

our lives and that we will become channels of your love and hope to those we meet.  In Jesus name we 

pray saying together the words which he taught Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING                 Genesis 45:1-13                                                         Read by Marjory Dooley 

Joseph was no longer able to control his feelings in front of his servants, so he ordered them all to 

leave the room. No one else was with him when Joseph told his brothers who he was. 2 He cried with 

such loud sobs that the Egyptians heard it, and the news was taken to the king's palace. 3 Joseph said 

to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But when his brothers heard this, they were so 

terrified that they could not answer. 4 Then Joseph said to them, “Please come closer.” They did, and 

he said, “I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 Now do not be upset or blame 

yourselves because you sold me here. It was really God who sent me ahead of you to save people's 

lives. 6 This is only the second year of famine in the land; there will be five more years in which there 

will be neither ploughing nor reaping. 7 God sent me ahead of you to rescue you in this amazing way 

and to make sure that you and your descendants survive. 8 So it was not really you who sent me here, 
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but God. He has made me the king's highest official. I am in charge of his whole country; I am the 

ruler of all Egypt. 

9 “Now hurry back to my father and tell him that this is what his son Joseph says: ‘God has made me 

ruler of all Egypt; come to me without delay. 10 You can live in the region of Goshen, where you can be 

near me—you, your children, your grandchildren, your sheep, your goats, your cattle, and everything 

else that you have. 11 If you are in Goshen, I can take care of you. There will still be five years of 

famine; and I do not want you, your family, and your livestock to starve.’” Tell my father about all the 

honour accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here 

quickly.’ ‘You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am 

speaking to you. 
 

REFLECTION 

Nothing like starting at the end of the story!  There is one crime novel I read where that happened and it 

was so discombobulating!  The readings this coming week take us through the story of Joseph from 

beginning to end.  Let me remind you a little of what went on – keeping in mind the strap line of the 

reflection – God intended it for good.  It’s a story of migration, people moving to live and settle in a 

foreign land as a result of circumstances beyond their control. God’s timing as always is perfect for I 

certainly didn’t know when planning this series that this is Sanctuary Sunday where different 

denominations including the Church of Scotland come together to reflect on the journeys which refugees 

make, reflecting on those who have made it to our shores, the battles they face in order to be settled here.  

Our prayer of intercession will be read for us by one of those people. 

 

Picture though Joseph, this seventeen year old with attitude.  Mind you, you might ask what seventeen 

year old doesn’t have attitude!  Joseph’s attitude though was something mega big and his brothers didn’t 

like it.  Can you blame them? Here was this little squirt popping up 11th out of twelve children, strutting 

around the place, doing no menial work, running to Daddy with tales of his brothers’ exploits, flaunting 

his special relationship with his dad, lording it over his brothers, generally making a nuisance of himself 

and then to crown it all he had a dream.  Oh wow, enough to send you overboard.   

Hatred, jealousy, envy, how easy it is for these emotions to get the upper hand, especially when you take 

everything at face value in the family setting. It’s a story that gives us a fascinating insight into family life 

and how families often do the same thing generation after generation.  You’d have thought that Jacob 

would have known and remembered from personal experience the hatred and emotion that favouritism in 

the family causes.  His twin brother was the one that his father favoured.  He was his mother’s favourite.  

The rift that that caused has had implications down through the generations even till this day in the 

Middle East. 
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But like father like son, Jacob had his favourite.  You can understand why Joseph was his father’s 

favourite.  After all, his mum was Rachel, the girl that Jacob had loved first.  He worked seven years so 

that he could marry her and then her father insisted that his elder daughter, Leah had to become Jacob’s 

wife.  So he worked for seven more years and married Rachel.  She was special and so were her sons 

when they were born. 

 

Then picture the man of compassion, forgiveness, maturity, God centredness – how can this guy in Egypt 

possibly be the same as the 17 year old with attitude.  It’s like chalk and cheese.   What has made the 

difference?   

Joseph’s story is an intriguing story, one which has the by-line “God intended it for good.”  Whenever 

anything bad happens, Joseph will be heard to say – God intended it for good.  

Bad things happen to good people, bad things happen to bad people too – life has problems, disasters 

which occur when we are least expecting it and our reaction to those things either draws us closer to God 

or drives a big wedge between Him and us.  There are usually no half measures.  People will either say – 

why would God allow this to happen – if He’s a God of love and often they are the people who would 

never think to say thank you to God when something good happens, or folk will realise that there are 

times in this fallen world when life is so awful, when there are huge questions, that there is the need of a 

higher being to help – and God, being the God who loves, is the one who can and will help. 

   

The life of Joseph so perfectly illustrates the over arching providence of God through the highs and lows 

of his life, that it is important to consider its relevance for ourselves and the troubles we encounter in our 

lives.  Huge questions will remain about why God allows bad things to happen – there are no easy 

answers.  We cannot begin to know the mind of God in the context of eternity.  There are times when all 

we can say is Lord I believe help my unbelief. 

 

When Jacob sent Joseph out that day to see how his brothers were getting on tending the sheep little did 

he think the world as he knew it would come to an end.  And little did Joseph think that day as he strutted 

out that this was to be a life changing journey for him, a journey that would have ramifications for the 

whole people of Israel.   

 

Joseph, for all his warts, was loved by God and was going to be used by God in a very special way.  He 

had already been given a gift from God, the gift of dreaming and interpreting dreams.  Years later that gift 

was to provide Joseph with a way out of prison and a job as leader, Pharaoh’s right hand man – helping 

the Egyptians in their time of need and also helping Joseph’s family too.  That was a long way in the 

future, a lot of water had to flow under the bridge – dark, stormy, water.  But God already had His hand 
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on Joseph’s life, though I suspect that down the pit and forgotten in prison it didn’t feel much like it to 

Joseph.         

 

Joseph was undoubtedly the victim of jealousy, the youngster had been provocative with his self centred 

dreams but he did not deserve the treatment he got at the hand of his brothers.  What is family life like for 

you at the moment?  Are there tensions which need to be sorted out?  Is there conflict that has resulted 

from inappropriate action taken by one member against another?  What is God saying to you about the 

role you have, and can play in resolving the tension?   

 

During the course of his adventures Joseph might frequently have asked why God had allowed him to be 

isolated from his family, sold, tossed from pillar to post and imprisoned when he had done nothing to 

deserve it. We complain bitterly over much less. What difficult circumstances do you face today, this 

week, this month? Has God hidden his face from you at the moment?  Winston Churchill was heard to 

say that if you’re going through hell then you need to keep going.  Just because you don’t experience 

God’s loving Presence at the moment doesn’t mean He is not there.  False accusations, two years in 

prison, forgotten by the one who offered hope of release – Joseph must have been in hell.  His story 

reminds us that even when the sun isn’t shining, it’s there, and that is true for God.  Keeping going 

through the hard times will in the end of the day bring us closer to God and His ways. 

 

Joseph saw clearly that he had not by any means been abandoned by God.  In a mysterious way God had 

made use of the ill will of his brothers to achieve their rescue in time of famine.  This enabled Joseph to 

say, “It was not you who sent me here but God.”  God not only thwarted the intentions of the brothers but 

worked for their good.  Sinners though they were, God provides and protects just like in the story of 

Adam and Eve. 

 

Eugene Peterson, the author of The Message, says that “The Bible is liveable: it is the text for living our 

lives.  It reveals a God created, God ordered, God blessed, world in which we find ourselves at home and 

whole.”  God’s faithfulness to Joseph through all the ups and downs is the God who will remain faithful 

to us as we allow him into our lives. 

 

Our God is a great big God – He does hold us in His hands as the children’s song says.  The Psalmist asks 

- where could I go to escape from you – if I go to the heavens you’re there, if I lie down in the world of 

the dead you’re there. (139)  Paul reminds us that this ever present God works in and through all things 

to bring good out of bad.  With God on our side how can we lose?  If God didn’t hesitate to put 

everything on the line for us, embracing our condition and exposing himself to the worst by sending 

his own Son, is there anything else he wouldn’t gladly and freely do for us? ... Do you think anyone is 

going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love for us?  No way – not trouble, not hard 

 

CCLI: (A)  600239, (E&Y) 634212, (S) 27185  One License hymns reprinted with permission under: (A) A738334,  (E&Y) A 738278. (S) 

A-738322 All rights reserved.  

 

times not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the 

worst sins listed in the Bible...  None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us.  (Romans 8: 31-38 selected 

verses). 

May we know this to be true in our lives whether we are in the heights of ecstasy or the depths of despair.  

Our God is a great big God and He does hold us in the palms of His hands.  Praise Him for His all 

encompassing love. And as part of our praise may our lives be lived in ways which uphold the dignity and 

honour of those different from ourselves, those coming to us seeking our help and support and love. 

Amen    

Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus love and righteousness. 

 

HYMN My hope is built on nothing less                                                                       

Words omitted for copyright reasons 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION       Sanctuary Sunday.  Agatha Kai-Kai, St Columba’s RC Church                                                 

Gracious and merciful God we gather in one heart and mind to pray for all families and individuals who 

have left or fled their country, their land, their home, seeking safer and better lives. We lift up to you their 

hopes and dreams, their fears and anxieties and all their needs and necessities and pray that they may be 

protected on their journey, their dignity, their rights may be fostered, honoured and upheld and they may 

be welcomed with open arms into generous and compassionate communities. 

 

God of life, we bring before You our lament for the dead, stranded at the borders of safety, 

who died fleeing through deserts, over mountains and seas. We call to You and join in the cry of all those 

who sought justice and a better life for themselves and their children and perished in the process. 

God of justice, we bring before You political leaders, advisers and decision-makers 

who uphold the fate of others in their hands. Make them aware of the causes of migration and flight. Keep 

their consciences alive so that refugees are offered protection and dignity. 

Let them agree rules of residence that are based on human rights and guided by solidarity and 

compassion.  

 

God of peace, give us the strength to be witnesses of the suffering of the world and fill us with the fire of 

Your spirit to renew our efforts to serve those in need and give us the grace to welcome, learn and share 

our lives with people who come to live in our communities.  

All this we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit forever 

and ever Amen. 

Lord God the one who came into the world in order that the world might know you better and respond to 

your everlasting love  thank you that you come through your Spirit into our lives today.  Remould us, 

remake us, fill us in order that we might live for you.  As a token of our love and commitment to you we 
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offer our money, our talent and our time.  Use them in places where your light needs to shine, where folk 

will be given a glimmer of your glory in order that they might be drawn to you. 

Each one of us has our own particular sphere of influence – a place where your light in us can shine 

bringing hope and love.  We think of where we will be at 11am tomorrow and ask for your help in sharing 

your love with the people we will meet there. 

Will you please come close to our friends, families and work colleagues, especially those we know who 

are facing the toughest of times.  May they know your healing presence deep within.  

We are your church here in Ashkirk, Ettrick &Yarrow and Selkirk.  Unite us together in one cause – that 

of serving you by living in our communities.  May we respond to your call on our lives to be the people 

you have made us to be so that the glory will be given to you.  In Jesus name amen 

 

HYMN   236  March on my soul with strength                                                 Rod and Myra Ward. 

March on, my soul, with strength, march forward, void of fear; 

he who has led will lead, through each succeeding year; 

and as you journey on your way, His hand shall hold you day by day. 

 

March on, my soul, with strength, in ease you dare not dwell; 

your Master calls you forth; then up, and serve him well! 

Take up your cross, take up your sword, and fight the battles of your Lord. 

  

March on, my soul, with strength, with strength, but not your own; 

the conquest you shall gain, through Christ your Lord alone; 

his grace shall power your feeble arm, His love preserve you safe from harm. 

March on, my soul, with strength, from strength to strength march on; 

warfare shall end at length, all foes be overthrown. 

And then, my soul, if faithful now, the crown of life awaits your brow. 

William Wright (1859–1924)   

 

BENEDICTION from the Sanctuary Service 

May God bless you, our God, who called the world into being, 

who breathed you into life, who provides you with new strength. 

May God bless you, our God, whose love does not know borders nor walls, 

whose justice will come. 

Our God, who casts down the mighty from their thrones and lifts up the lowly. 

Go knowing the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer today and everyday, 

Amen 

 


