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Sunday   27
th

 June 2021 The God who is and who saves 

WELCOME 

We read in Mark’s gospel Jesus saying to fishermen and tax collectors among others, “Come follow me 

and I will teach you to be.... Mark 1:17” Those who responded went on the journey of a life time, full of 

great highs and as great lows. The God who calls us to come and follow Him is the God we come to 

worship today.  This is our God the one who creates, who speaks, who saves and who guides.  We join 

our voices in praise to the One whom heavens adore. 

 

 HYMN   139 Praise the Lord you heavens adore Him 

Praise the Lord, you heavens, adore him ;  praise him, angels, in the height ;  

sun and moon, rejoice before him, praise him, all you stars and light. 

 

Praise the Lord !  for he has spoken ;  worlds his mighty voice obeyed ;  

laws which never shall be broken for their guidance has he made. 

  

Praise the Lord !  for he is glorious ;  never shall his promise fail ;  

God has made his saints victorious ;  sin and death shall not prevail. 

 

Praise the God of our salvation !  Hosts on high, his power proclaim ;  

heaven, and earth, and all creation, laud and magnify his name. 

Foundling Hospital Hymns c. 1796, from Psalm 148   Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 139  

 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Lord God Almighty you are the one who has journeyed the farthest of all.  You know what it is like to go 

to the farthest ends of the earth and find danger, hostility and death waiting for you.  You are the one who 

has traversed the universe with a hop and a skip – time is no object to you, distance a mere nothing.  

Saviour, Creator we worship you this morning. 

In love you made the world and you made us your people.  In love you promised that there would be no 

journey that we undertake where you would not be present with us.  Sustaining God Holy Spirit we 

worship you our constant companion. 

We think of the pleasant and fun journeys we’ve made this week and the people we’ve been with.  Loving 

Father we worship you the giver of all good things. 

We think of the difficult hard and unexpected journeys we’ve made this week and the people we’ve met 

along the way.  Loving Father we worship you the sustainer of all in every time of trouble. 

This morning – the beginning of the next stage of all our journeys we worship you – we invite you to 

come close and hold us fast that we might experience those mighty strong arms around us.   
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There are times though Lord God when we wander off on our own, when we drift away without much 

thought.  Forgive us we pray and we ask that you would remind us that Jesus said I am the way the truth 

and the life – Help us through your Spirit to follow him more nearly day by day.  In His name we pray 

saying together the words which he taught 

Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as 

it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory forever. 

Amen 

 

READING        Exodus 12:1- 14                                                           Read by Irene McFadzean                                                                                                                 

The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in Egypt: 
2 
“This month is to be the first month of the year for 

you. 
3 

Give these instructions to the whole community of Israel: On the tenth day of this month each 

man must choose either a lamb or a young goat for his household. 
4 
If his family is too small to eat a 

whole animal, he and his next-door neighbour may share an animal, in proportion to the number of 

people and the amount that each person can eat. 
5 

You may choose either a sheep or a goat, but it must 

be a one-year-old male without any defects. 
6 

Then, on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, 

the whole community of Israel will kill the animals. 
7 

The people are to take some of the blood and put 

it on the doorposts and above the doors of the houses in which the animals are to be eaten. 
8 

That night 

the meat is to be roasted, and eaten with bitter herbs and with bread made without yeast. 
9 

Do not eat 

any of it raw or boiled, but eat it roasted whole, including the head, the legs, and the internal 

organs. 
10 

You must not leave any of it until morning; if any is left over, it must be burned. 
11 

You are to 

eat it quickly, for you are to be dressed for travel, with your sandals on your feet and your walking stick 

in your hand. It is the Passover Festival to honour me, the LORD. 

12 
“On that night I will go through the land of Egypt, killing every first-born male, both human and 

animal, and punishing all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 
13 

The blood on the doorposts will be a 

sign to mark the houses in which you live. When I see the blood, I will pass over you and will not harm 

you when I punish the Egyptians. 
14 

You must celebrate this day as a religious festival to remind you of 

what I, the LORD, have done. Celebrate it for all time to come.” 

 

REFLECTION 

We’ve been following the story of Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham and his sons, Jacob and his sons 

including Joseph and now we find ourselves in Egypt with Moses coming on the scene.  This week’s 

readings take us through his birth, His encounter with God in the burning bush right through to the 

plagues before the crossing of the Red Sea.  How much emotion, energy, effort on God’s part, on the part 

of Moses and indeed on the part of the Israelite people now living as slaves will be seen through these 
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stories.  It is a roller coaster adventure – not even easy to read about much less easy to live through it I’d 

imagine.  But let’s try. 

Think of yourself as an Israelite around 1200’s BC.  You and your ancestors have been in captivity now 

for over 400 years. To begin with it wasn’t too bad but now things are just plain awful.  And once Moses 

came on the scene it was even worse. You now have to find your own straw for making bricks and you 

have to make even more in the same time.  The stress levels were high.  They were longing for someone, 

something to happen which would bring them their freedom.   

Enter stage right, Moses.  Moses who had met the God who calls Himself “I am” in the burning bush.  

The God who meets folk where they are, where we are and calls them from where they are, where we are.  

Wherever God and people meet, there is holy ground. Just think of that for a moment.  You stand or sit on 

holy ground now in this service, but you also stand or sit on holy ground wherever you encounter God.  I 

wonder how often we glibly call on God’s name, when we enter His presence as He calls us to, but don’t 

take time to realise that He is calling us to be aware and respond to His holiness at all times.  Perhaps we 

should take time to ponder that.  Yes He calls us as a Father calls His children but there is something 

much deeper, much more profound that He offers.  He longs for us to engage with Him in His holiness as 

well as His Fatherly love. The story of the Burning Bush gives us clues as to how to do this. 

 

We’ll read about the plagues – why did God harden Pharoah’s heart?  Why did it need so many plagues 

before the people were allowed to go?  There are no easy answers to those questions.  Do you know 

though what it is like to think something good is about to happen, only to have your hopes dashed at the 

last moment? There may be many times in our lives when this happens to us, and it is so tiring, so 

demoralising, you almost want not to have the good times because it makes it so hard when the bad times 

come.  The Israelites were getting frantic, 9 plagues later and they didn’t know whether they were coming 

or going.  Was God ever going to release them from captivity?  What was He doing raising their hopes, 

only to deflate them time and time again?  And so Moses comes to them yet again and tells them that this 

time it will be all right.  You can almost hear them reply, “Aye right!  We’ll wait and see!”  But they 

weren’t allowed to wait and see.  They were ordered by God to prepare a feast, a feast which was going to 

bring the community together. The Israelites were being asked to share what they had with one another. 

If a family was too small to eat a whole animal then they were to share one with another family, a 

neighbour.  SHARING was and is part of community life. 

It was to be a feast all right, but it was to be a moveable feast.  Oh yes, care had to be taken in its 

preparation, nothing but the best would do because it was a feast to honour God, but there was to be no 

time to sit and linger.  They had to be ready to move, dressed for travel, with sandals on their feet, and a 

stick in their hands – as an aside that reminds me of the disciples moving out to share God’s love with 

their communities. MOVING FORWARD was and is part of community life. 
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It was a festival which had to be taken on trust.  It was to be celebrated before God acted.  They had to 

have faith in what God was telling them.  And that I think would have been difficult for them, with all the 

ups and downs that they had had.  How did they know that this time was to be the time?  They didn’t but 

they had faith.  As Hebrews puts it: To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for to be certain of 

the things we cannot see (11:1).  ENCOURAGING FAITH was and is part of community life. 

That keeps me going in the times when I wonder what God is up to. It helps me to trust Him. The 

Israelites had faith that this feast would be the end of their old life and the beginning of a new adventure 

with God leading them and guiding them.  God knew that too and so ordered them to keep the festival of 

the Passover as a reminder to the Israelites of how He brought them out of slavery and into safety.  It 

was to be a reminder to them of His goodness, His faithfulness.  It was to be a reminder to them of the 

value of living life in a community, of the responsibility to share with others which community life 

brings.  Encouraging faith within their community and REMEMBERING was part of community life.   

  

Each one of us can look back into our pasts and give thanks for the times when we have seen God at work 

in our lives.  We as a church can do the same.  But I believe that we are called not just to look back at the 

good times, you know with our rose coloured spectacles on - the summers of our childhood that had no 

rain in them at all, but to remember the hard times too.  I believe that the Israelites, as they remembered 

the Passover, also remembered the times when they failed God when they went their own ways.  Time 

and again through their journey to the Promised Land they forgot God, they forgot what He had already 

done for them, they railed against him when they were between a rock and a hard place.  Not easy though 

to keep believing when the might of the Egyptian army was hunting them down and there was only a deep 

river to cross, not easy to remember His provision for them when they were left with little food or water.  

God sent this festival to them so that they would remember. As they remembered the bad and the good, 

they were able to look back and see that God had been with them all along, that He had not abandoned 

them, but ever gracious, ever loving He had waited till they returned to Him. 

 

We too are a community, a family of God here in Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow and Selkirk. Sharing the 

gifts He has given us to use to help one another and the folk in our community is vital.  Focussing our 

eyes on God, asking His way for the future so that we will move forward together in His plan is vital.  

You and I are called to be a people on the move.  Take seriously the call of God and seek to do His will in 

the place where you are, no matter how hard that might be, no matter how unlikely it might seem.   

 

Time then to share, to move forward, to remember, to have FAITH.  This is the first day of the rest of our 

lives so the saying goes.  Let us look to the future where our hope is in the God who calls us home to be 

with him, who will one day bring peace on earth, wholeness, completeness.  Until then we are called to 

trust Him in all things to accept his leading, even when it seems as if he is leading us into a brick wall, He 
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calls us to be inspired by his promise to be with us always; knowing that as we turn back to Him he is 

there waiting with open arms. 

Let me leave you with Bible verses that describe how we show FAITH. 

Forget not His benefits forgiveness, healing, a redeemed life, love, compassion, satisfied desires, 

renewed youth (Psalm 103) 

Accept His gift of love – ultimately seen in the death and resurrection of Jesus (1 John 4:9, John 3:16) 

I am with you always to the ends of the earth is the promise God makes to each one of us (Matthew 

28:20) 

Trust that God has a plan for your life (Jeremiah 29:11) That was a verse which helped me as I was 

thinking about God’s call to the ministry.  On Tuesday when I was beginning to write this two prayer 

diaries that I use – the Mission Aviation Fellowship one and the Tearfund one used this verse so there is a 

significance I believe for me personally but for us as we have faith moving forward. 

Hold onto HOPE in God, the anchor of our souls (Hebrews 6:19) 

Have FAITH.  We are a work in progress. God love it and loves us whether we are finding life easy or 

hard He is there for us.  To God be the glory, the honour and praise Amen.  

 

And may we be still and acknowledge the Presence of the Holy One who is here with us. 

HYMN 189 Be still for the Presence of the Lord 

Be still for the presence of the Lord the holy One is here 

Come bow before Him now with reverence and fear 

In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground 

Be still for the presence of the Lord the holy One is here 

 

Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around 

He burns with holy fire with splendour He is crowned 

How awesome is the sight our radiant king of light 

Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around 

 

Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place 

He comes to cleanse and heal to minister His grace 

No work to hard for Him in faith receive from Him 

Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

David J. Evans (b. 1957) Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 189 Words and Music: © 1986, Administered by worshiptogether.com songs excl. 

UK & Europe, administered by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook & Curious? Music/Administered by Kingswaysongs tym@kingsway.co.uk.  Used 

by permission 
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                         Barbara Usher 

Thank you Father, that you have created the earth and all that is in her.  Help us to be like Moses who met 

God in the burning bush, to be alert and ready to discover the revelation of You in the common places of 

life.  Let us not walk blind to the glory that is around us because we do not expect to find it there. Give us 

we pray, the discerning eye – the power to see the glory in the ordinary, to walk down familiar pathways 

and see unfamiliar things, and to hear the accents of Jesus in spite of a dialect.   

As the sun beams brightly in mid-summer, God of the sun, Ruler of light and dark, we pray for those 

places within our communities, and the world at large which lack your Light in some way, whether 

through human action or natural means.  

 

Great Light, we pray for those in positions of leadership within our church, giving thanks for the ministry 

of Margaret. Uphold and support her in her care for the parishes, and in her recreation.  Uphold the new 

Moderator Jim Wallace, the elders of our local churches in Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow, and Selkirk, all 

of our various church groups, and all who build up our common life. Lend your light and strength to those 

working in the community, to bring people together and make peace, to heal the sick, in body and mind, 

and to make our communities safe places to live, for all of God’s creatures.   

Saviour, you reach our brokenness and make us whole,  

You reach those who are alienated and bring them home. 

 

We pray for broken and alienated people, especially those suffering persecution at home and abroad. We 

ask for your support and blessing for those around the world facing horrific persecution, for their faith in 

you, or for working to make the lives of others better. We ask that you unleash your mighty power to halt 

and reverse the awful renewal of racism across Europe; for a cessation of violence in the Holy Land, and 

for those families who are caught up in the killing.  We pray for the many refugees, leaving home and 

loved ones to seek safety from violence and misery, remembering especially those through the years who 

have lost their lives seeking asylum in this country.  We ask for the courage of Moses to go where you 

send us, with willingness to speak and act against oppression. Open our ears to hear you, the faith in your 

ability to fit us for the tasks you entrust to us, and the readiness to remember and be renewed by God’s 

saving action in the past.  We ask your blessing on the work of Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees, the 

Barnabas Fund, and all agencies and individuals working for peace and a dignified life for all of God’s 

creation.  

Saviour, bring them home. 

Saviour, who reconnected an estranged world to its Source, bring us home, and reconnect us to the Source 

of our being.  
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Spirit, you permeate all creation, and renew the springs of life, we pray for those who are parched or 

wearied…..   especially at this time those without clean water, and those wearied through poverty, change 

of circumstance, sickness – physical, mental, spiritual, and the loss of loves ones.  May we be worthy 

stewards of your creation. We ask for your blessing on the work of those who strive to help: mentioning 

specifically the work of our own Eco-Congregation group, Christian Aid,  Christians Against Poverty, 

Traidcraft, healthcare workers, Cruse, Compassion in World Farming, the Samaritans and all others 

seeking to bring your love and your relief.  

Spirit, who breathes through everything that lives, breathe fullness of life into us.  

Spirit, renew them 

 

Light of the World, shine within us today. Leave us not to our own evil devices and any unkind way, but 

come and shine with brilliance over our communities.  Be our guide, and hold us fast, that we may be 

lights upon a hill that cannot be hidden. Shine from within us, now and ever more. Amen.     

 

HYMN  96  You are before me Lord you are behind  

You are before me, God, you are behind, and over me you have spread out your hand; 

such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too high to grasp, too great to understand. 

Then from your Spirit where God shall I go, and from your presence where God shall I fly? 

If I ascend to heaven you are there, and still are with me, if in hell I lie. 

 

If I should take my flight into the dawn, if I should dwell on ocean’s farthest shore, 

your mighty hand will rest upon me still, and your right hand will guard me evermore. 

 

Search me, O God, search me and know my heart, try me, O God, my mind and spirit try; 

keep me from any path that gives you pain, and lead me in the everlasting way. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The good and gracious God grant you refreshment, renewal, restoration, that in His power you may live 

and work to His glory 

Go knowing the blessing of the eternal and intimate yet Holy Presence of Almighty God, Father Son and 

Spirit at work in and through your life today and everyday. Amen 

 


