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Meeting of Selkirk Parish Church Kirk Session  
held by Zoom video conference on Tuesday 9th March, 2021, at 7pm 

 
1 Constitution 
 Glynis Wilkie read from Psalms 121, “my help comes from the Lord”, then led us in a short 

prayer. The moderator, Rev. Margaret Steele, constituted the meeting with a further prayer.  
  

2 Elders present 
 Anne Bethune, David Bethune (minutes), Fiona Corbett, Pauline Davidson, Elma Hendrie, 

Fiona Holmes, Gordon Junor, Jacqui Lee, Lynda McCraw, Margaret Milne, Louise Raffier, 
Katrina Smith, Myra Ward, Linda White and Glynis Wilkie. 

 Apologies were received from Mark Corbett and Jim Smith. 
  
3 Approval of minutes 

 The minute of the Kirk Session meeting of 9th February was accepted as a true record, 
proposed by E. Hendrie and seconded by G. Wilkie. 
The minute of the joint meeting of Kirk Session and Congregational Board of 16th February 
was accepted as a true record, proposed by F. Corbett and seconded by G. Wilkie. 

  
4 Matters Arising  

(a) New members/elders: 
M. Steele showed a trailer for “The King and I” – a 4 session course, based on 7 stories 
from Matthew’s gospel, suitable for potential new members, as an alternative to the START 
course.  It was agreed to run this course on-line on the 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st of May.  It 
will be open to anyone and will also be offered to Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow, wedding 
couples and any current members who want to take part.  
A discussion group for potential new elders will be offered for 2 evenings towards the end 
of April (dates tbc).  

(b) Building the Future 
D. Bethune reported that Jack Peers, Elissa Jones and Andrew Laing had volunteered to 
join the group, and invited any others interested to contact him as soon as possible, so that 
the group can begin its research. 

(c) Stated Annual Meeting 
The latest instructions from 121 mean that we cannot yet hold a virtual congregational 
meeting, so the Stated Annual Meeting is postponed indefinitely pending further guidance.  
The current members of the Congregational Board will continue in post meantime. 

  
5 AOB none 
  
6 Roll 
 The death of Betty Anderson was noted. 

Morag Forrest is removed from the roll at her request. 
Following discussion, it was agreed to defer any action about other non-active members 
until later in the year.  
Jill Freshwater was added to the roll by certificate of transfer. 

  
7 Worship matters 

(a) Services after Easter  
M. Steele will take 2 weeks annual leave from 5th to 19th April. 
Rev. Jim Wallace will lead worship on-line on 11th April. 
The Moderator’s on-line service will be used on 18th April. 
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(b) Re-opening of church building for worship  
The latest guidance from the Scottish Government is that church buildings may re-open for 
worship for up to 50 people from 26th March.  For our building, maximum number allowed 
would be 29 + worship leader + musician + welcome team.  Church of Scotland guidance 
advises us to consider the impact of the maximum numbers and to avoid gatherings on the 
pavement after services.  In view of this advice, it was agreed to defer re-opening until at 
least 25th April, depending on further advice received from the Scottish Government or the 
COVID group. 
The Cluster Working Group will meet on 14th March and consider patterns of worship for 
the longer term. 

(c) Evening Communion  
This will be a live service on Zoom at 6.30pm on 21st March.  Rev. Jim Wallace will take 
part. 

(d) Holy Week 
The usual evening services through Holy Week will be replaced by short online meditations 
each evening, led by different congregations. Selkirk Parish Church (F. Corbett, E. Jones 
and Jane Peers) will lead the Tuesday evening meditation. 
D. Bethune with David Sceats (St. John’s Episcopal Church) will prepare a liturgy for 
individuals to use during Holy Week instead of the Walk of Witness. 
L. Raffier offered to video M. Steele leading some worship in the Auld Kirk. 
Myra and Rod Ward will organize an informal on-line “Easter Sing” for Friday 26th March. 

(e) Music Licences 
We have now added streaming licences to our music and copyright licences. 

  
8 Children and Families work  

(a) E. Hendrie reported that John Moley’s recent report had been received. 
(b) The Taste and See team have organized the first of three Sunday Gang on-line sessions 

in the run up to Easter.  J. Moley attended (but was not involved in planning or leading) 
along with 7 children from 4 families, and 7 adults.  SU Scotland’s Easter resources may 
be used for a future session, and the group were authorized to purchase a Real Easter Egg 
pack which includes 30 Easter booklets for distribution.   
It was noted that Sunday Gang still has no long term leadership team. 

(c) Hot Chocolate Club for teenagers met again on-line last Friday, with 8 young people and 
some parents present. 

  
9 Furlough of staff 
 It was agreed that Church Cleaner (Carole Neilson) should be un-furloughed from 19th 

April to prepare for the re-opening of the church building 
The un-furloughed hours for Church Administrator (Wilma Groenewald) may be increased 
to allow for the production of a printed Hird, if distribution is allowed by COVID guidance. 

  
10 Cluster matters 
(a) The congregational vote from all 3 parishes had produced a very clear and decisive result 

in favour of proceeding with the linking of the 3 parishes.  This will be considered by 
Presbytery at its meeting on 23rd March, to which elders are encouraged to attend, thence 
to 121 and back to Presbytery on 4th May, which is therefore likely to be the official date of 
linking. 

(b) It was agreed that the Cluster Group should now take forward the advertising, recruitment 
and appointment of a part-time (10 hours per week) Pastoral Support post for the cluster of 
parishes.  It was suggested that advertising should include Presbytery, Church of Scotland 
on-line, other churches and chaplaincy contacts. 
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11 Discipleship 
 Reachout  15 individuals have been following the “lockdown pilgrimage” and will meet on 

20th March to share their experiences. The pancake party had been a fun cross-
generational success. 
The Disciple group has now completed its studies in the New Testament.  Those involved 
described it as “excellent” and “worth repeating”.  The Clerk will write to thank Jane Peers 
for organizing and leading this group. 
The Support in Faith group continues to meet approximately every 3 weeks. 

  
12 Community Focus 
(a) Open Door: A grant of £5000 has been received from the Foyle Foundation.   No activities 

are possible at present due to COVID restrictions. 
(b) Foodbank continues to be used. 

Fresh Start Borders is now accepting donations at its new premises on Wednesdays, 
10am – 10.30am. 
Fair Trade M. Ward encouraged the giving of financial donations to Traidcraft as no 
fundraising events have been possible during Fairtrade Fortnight.  

  
13 Safeguarding – nothing to report at present. 

  
14 Eco-congregation  
 A. Bethune encouraged everyone to attend the March on-line event, a talk and discussion 

led by Jack Peers on “transport”, on Friday 12th March at 7pm, and invited suggestions for 
topics for future monthly events.  M. Steele noted the excellent input from Eco-chaplain 
Rev. D. Coleman at the World Day of Prayer service. 

  
15 Presbytery 

L. White reported on inspiring input from Christian Aid representative Laura McFarlane, a 
request for volunteers (18-25) to be Youth Representatives at the 2021 General Assembly, 
and the approval of the Eddleston, Peebles Old, Drumelzier and Stobo linkage. 

  
16 Correspondence: none 
  

17 Dates of next meetings:  next meeting 6.30pm on 20th April to discuss re-opening 
 Notes: 13th April meeting and Stated Annual Meeting cancelled. 

Following Kirk Session meetings: 11th May, 8th June.  
  

17  Close of meeting  The meeting closed with the saying of “the grace” to each other. 
 
 

 
 

 
__________________________________Moderator 

 
 
 

____________________/__________ Session Clerk 


