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Meeting of Selkirk Parish Church Kirk Session  
held by Zoom video conference on Tuesday 20th April, 2021, at 8pm 

 
1 Constitution 
 The moderator, Rev. Margaret Steele, read from 1 Corinthians 15, “do everything in love”, 

then opened the meeting with a prayer.  
  

2 Elders present 
 Anne Bethune, David Bethune (minutes), Fiona Corbett, Mark Corbett, Pauline Davidson, 

Elma Hendrie, Fiona Holmes, Gordon Junor, Jacqui Lee, Lynda McCraw, Margaret Milne, 
Louise Raffier, Myra Ward, Linda White and Glynis Wilkie. 

 Apologies were received from Katrina Smith and Jim Smith. 
  
3 Approval of minutes 

 The minute of the Kirk Session meeting of 9th March (with date of meeting corrected) was 
accepted as a true record, proposed by E. Hendrie and seconded by A. Bethune. 

  
4 Matters Arising  
 Elders pre-training: 

M. Steele reported that 9 individuals had been invited to a discussion group for potential 
new elders, but only Donella McCann and Moira Mitchell had shown interest in exploring 
this further at present.  M. Steele will arrange to meet with them soon. 

  
5 Re-opening of church building for worship 
 Presbytery has given permission for the re-opening of the church building for worship.  For 

our building, the maximum number allowed would still be 29 + worship leader + musician + 
welcome team, but the COVID group will be asked to consider whether this number could 
be increased slightly through use of the side chapel and meeting house. 
It was agreed to resume services in the church building, beginning on Sunday 2nd May.  F. 
Corbett will arrange a rota of welcomers, and D. Bethune will arrange a music rota. 
Although up to 6 people can meet to chat outdoors, this does not include the church 
grounds, and groups should not gather on the pavement outside the church gates. 
The accessible toilet in the front vestibule should be used, with no-one going through to the 
halls.  A discussion is required about how children could be included in services. 
Rev. Steele stated that she hoped to resume Wednesday service at some point in the 
summer.  Seating arrangements will need to be considered, possibly including tables which 
could be left out for Open Door. 
It was agreed that the church could be opened for funerals, encouraging this to happen on 
Wednesdays whenever possible, in discussion with those involved. 
The church building will be used for a wedding on 24th July. 
M. Ward and D. Bethune reported that it is planned to resume Open Door weekly from 
Monday, 24th May.  There will be a booking system as numbers will be limited, and J. 
Moley will be organising deliveries of frozen meals to those in need, on a “pay what you 
can” basis. 
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6 Cluster service options 
(a) D. Bethune explained the thinking of the Cluster Implementation Group, as outlined in the 

two documents circulated in advance to the Kirk Session, covering the requirement agreed 
in the draft basis of linking that each parish should have a service every Sunday.   
Taking into consideration a range of constraints, including an equitable sharing of the 
minister’s time, the need for travelling time between church buildings and the preference to 
have regular service times on Sunday mornings, the group had constructed two options.  In 
Option 1, the minister would be present to lead worship in each parish every other Sunday, 
with consistent service times throughout the year.  Option 2 allowed the minister to be 
present to lead a greater proportion of services, but would require time changes every 4 
months.  Both options would require the congregation, supported by the 4 trained worship 
leaders, and using pulpit supply to cover the minister’s holidays, to lead a significant 
number of services themselves, and a weekly “service in a box” resource would be 
provided to support this.  In addition to the above, there would be joint services (in Selkirk 
and Kirkhope) whenever there was a 5th Sunday in the month, at least one evening service 
in each of the 5 buildings during the year, Wednesday services in Selkirk, and other 
services at special times (Christmas, Easter, Remembrance etc).   
After some discussion, the Kirk Session agreed unanimously to adopt Option 1, as 
recommended by the Cluster Implementation Group for an initial 6 month trial 
period, then review the situation.  M. Steele stated that she was in favour of this option, but 
very aware of the burden that this puts on members of the congregation.   
This pattern of worship will begin from the first Sunday of May, assuming the other Kirk 
Sessions agree and that 121 / Presbytery approval of the linking is ratified. 

(b) D. Bethune reported that there had been 4 applications for the part-time (10 hours per 
week) Pastoral Support post for the cluster of parishes.  The Cluster Implementation 
Group will interview candidates and hopefully proceed towards an appointment.   

  
7 Dates of next meetings:  11th May  
 Following Kirk Session meetings: 8th June, 10th August, 14th September, 12th October, 9th 

November, 14th December. 
  
8  Close of meeting  The meeting closed with the saying of “the grace” to each other. 
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