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Meeting of Selkirk Parish Church Kirk Session  
held by Zoom video conference on Tuesday 11th May, 2021, at 7pm 

 

1 Constitution 

 Anne Bethune read from Acts 10 vv 44-48, “God’s love is not constrained by our 
boundaries”, then opened the meeting with a prayer. The moderator, Rev. Margaret Steele, 
continued with a further prayer. 

  

2 Elders present 

 Anne Bethune, David Bethune (minutes), Fiona Corbett, Mark Corbett, Pauline Davidson, 
Elma Hendrie, Fiona Holmes, Jacqui Lee, Lynda McCraw, Louise Raffier, Myra Ward and 
Linda White. 

 Apologies were received from Gordon Junor, Margaret Milne, Katrina Smith, Jim Smith 
and Glynis Wilkie. 

  

3 Approval of minutes 

 The minute of the Kirk Session meeting of 20th April was accepted as a true record, 
proposed by M. Ward and seconded by F. Corbett. 

  

4 Matters Arising  

(a) Elders pre-training: 
Donella McCann and Moira Mitchell had attended and are considering their response. 
Caroline Johnston has offered to deliver Hirds. 

(b) The King and I: 
5 individuals attended the first meeting of this series of discussions; the presentation was 
effective and the discussion lively.  M. Steele and F. Corbett will share the leadership of the 
remaining 3 sessions. 

(c) Linking: 

 Presbytery has approved the linking, so Selkirk Parish Church is now formally linked 
with Ashkirk and Ettrick & Yarrow. 

 The Cluster Working Group will continue to consider practical details and strategy. L. 
Raffier was thanked for her contribution to the group, and elders were asked to 
consider whether they might volunteer to fill the vacancy for a 2nd representative 
alongside D. Bethune. 

 The interview group is progressing towards an appointment to the Pastoral Assistant 
post (who will be on Selkirk’s payroll, but with a remit and finance to cover all 3 
parishes), and is currently awaiting references and satisfactory PVG check. 

(d) Building the Future: 

The group has met again, exploring ideas from other churches who have remodeled their 
buildings.  The group plans to shares some ideas in the next two issues of the Hird, inviting 
feedback and comments from individuals and groups.  

  

5 AOB   Two items to be added to agenda: 
(a) General Assembly (L. Raffier) 
(b) Drive-in service (F. Corbett) 

  

6 Roll 

 Doreen Bell to be removed from the roll, as she is returning to Selkirk Baptist Church.  
Doreen wishes to thank Selkirk Parish Church for their friendship, prayers and support 
during her time as a member. 

F. Corbett, M. Steele and P. Davidson will meet to review elders’ districts, merge the 
communion roll and contact lists, and then re-issue updated district lists. 

 /continued 
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7 Worship matters 

(a) Around 14 individuals have attended the first 2 Sunday services following the decision to 
re-open the building.  M. Steele is leading worship in both Selkirk and Ashkirk every week 
until Ettrick and Yarrow are ready to open their buildings, when the Option 1 pattern agreed 
at the April Kirk Session meeting will be adopted.  M. Steele invited discussion on how we 
can use the new patterns of worship in a creative way. 

E. Hendrie summarized the discussion from the meeting of 2nd May to consider how 
children and families ministry could be continued while Sunday Gang is not happening.  
Ideas suggested included outdoor activities and worship, mums and toddlers group, café-
style church and intergenerational activities, as restrictions allow.  Jane Peers has offered 
to help with café-style services. 

It was suggested that J. Moley could be asked to provide resources for use by children 
during Sunday services while there is no Sunday Gang provision. 

L. Raffier spoke in favour of adopting new styles of worship, using more relevant language 
and encouraging those outside the current congregation.  D. Bethune suggested the 
congregation-led Sundays could be used to experiment with different worship formats, 
including cafe-style, discussion, all-age, interactive and Taize. 

The importance of relationships - getting alongside people – was noted, and that our 
congregational life must include all ages and intergenerational aspects.  “If we don’t adapt, 
there will be no church here in 20 years’ time”.   

A. Bethune, reflecting on the “re-imagining church” webinar, reminded us that God’s love is 
for all, so we need to reach out. 

The general feeling was that we are facing an opportunity to make significant changes, 
which is both exciting and daunting, requiring commitment from everyone, and that now is 
the time to change. 

It was agreed that the Selkirk worship leaders team, including (but not limited to) F. 
Corbett, D. Bethune, Elissa Jones and Jane Peers, should meet to plan for the initial 3 
months of running Option 1. 

(b) The limit on numbers allowed to attend worship in the church building is being re-assessed 
by the COVID group, and is likely to be significantly more that the current limit.  Further 
advice from 121 is awaited.   This may mean that booking will no longer be required. 

  

8 Youth:   Children and Families Worker report 

 E. Hendrie described difficulties in communicating with J. Moley, who has not been replying 
consistently to texts, phone messages or emails.  As a result, it is difficult for the Kirk 
Session to know whether he is fulfilling his remit effectively.  It was agreed that E. Hendrie 
and D. Bethune should meet with him to review and discuss his work, especially as the 
changes in restrictions and re-opening of Open Door are likely to mean changes. 

  

9 Furlough of employees 

 Jane Stevenson is now fully back from furlough, in preparation for Open Door re-starting. 
Carole Neilson and Wilma Groeneweld continue on partial furlough, reporting their hours 

monthly to the treasurer.  Wilma will be in the office doing essential work that cannot be 
done at home, on Fridays 10-12, but the office is not “open” for others at those times. 
John Moley – to be reviewed, following meeting with E. Hendrie and D. Bethune, and 
advice from L. Raffier and M. Ward on likely hours required. 

  

10 Evangelism and Discipleship Focus 

(a) Reachout – nothing planned 

(b) Supporting Faith group – continuing to meet 

 /continued 
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11 Community Focus 

(a) Open Door will be re-opening weekly from 24th May for up to around 20 guests at a time, 

on a “pay what you can basis”.  The team will cater for around 30-40, so that frozen meals 
can be delivered to those who may need the support.  Jane is getting food and kitchen 
organized, and the team of volunteers is in place.  M. Ward asked for prayer for the project. 

(b)  The Foodbank is doing fine for most foods and money; food donations can be made at 

the Co-op. 

 Nothing to report from Fresh Start Borders. 

 M. Ward is continuing monthly orders for Fairtrade goods. 

  

12 Safeguarding 

 PVG registration is now online, and online training courses are also available.  

  

13 Eco-congregation 

 The monthly events leading up to COP26 are continuing, with Ewan Jones leading the April 
meeting with an interesting discussion on how the UK and Scottish governments are 
addressing the climate emergency, and how we can encourage them.   
Upcoming events include: 

 Climate Justice presentation, led by Jane Peers, at 7pm on Thursday, May 13th (and 
also in the pop-up shop on Friday 14th May). 

 “Eating our way out of climate change” at 7pm on Thursday 17th June. 

 Climate Sunday service on July 11th, with Eco-Chaplain Rev. David Coleman 
contributing to the service. 

  

14 Presbytery 

  The linking of Ashkirk with Ettrick and Yarrow with Selkirk was approved on 4th May. 

 Linda White agreed to continue as our Presbytery Elder. 

 Anyone interested in becoming a “freely-elected Presbytery Elder” should give their 
name to D. Bethune. 

  

15 CTSV 

  M. Steele and F. Corbett attended the CTSV meeting on 8th May.   

 The virtual Walk of Witness and online reflections during Holy Week were appreciated, 
and could be repeated next year.  

 It is not clear whether or not a summer Holiday Club will take place this year.   

 Jim McPherson gave a presentation on the “Souter Scooter” tri-shaw project, looking 
for volunteers in various roles and potential passengers who would benefit from an 
outing. 

  

16 Correspondence none 

  

17 AOB 

(a) In response to a question from L. Raffier, M. Steele reported that General Assembly 2021 
will discuss Presbytery planning and ministry numbers, same-sex marriage, and missional 
opportunities.  D. Bethune noted that the Investors Trust have now divested the Church of 
Scotland from all oil and gas companies. 

(b) F. Corbett reported that there will be another Borders drive-in service at Pentecost, but that 
the Street Pastors are not involved due to organisational issues related to the unofficial 
group organising the event without public liability insurance and first aid provision. 
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18 Dates of next meetings:  8th June  

 Following Kirk Session meetings: to be confirmed.  

  

19  Close of meeting  The meeting closed with the saying of “the grace” to each other. 
 
 

 

 
 

__________________________________Moderator 
 
 
 

____________________/__________ Session Clerk 
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