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Meeting of Selkirk Parish Church Kirk Session  
held by Zoom video conference on Tuesday 8th June, 2021, at 7pm 

 
1 Constitution 
 David Bethune read from Matthew 21 vv 12-15, “the religious leaders were indignant”, then 

opened the meeting with a prayer from the Christian Aid book “Rage and Hope”. The 
moderator, Rev. Margaret Steele, continued with a further prayer. 

  

2 Elders present 
 Anne Bethune, David Bethune (minutes), Fiona Corbett, Mark Corbett, Pauline Davidson, 

Elma Hendrie, Fiona Holmes, Jacqui Lee, Lynda McCraw, Margaret Milne, Louise Raffier, 
Katrina Smith, Myra Ward, Linda White and Glynis Wilkie. 

 Apologies were received from Gordon Junor and Jim Smith. 
  
3 Approval of minutes 

 The minute of the Kirk Session meeting of 11th May was accepted as a true record, 
proposed by M. Ward and seconded by L. Raffier. 

  
4 Matters Arising  

(a) Elders pre-training: 
Following the series of meetings, Moira Mitchell had agreed to become an elder.  All others 
invited have either declined or may consider it at a later date.  Ordination will follow in due 
course and will require a live Kirk Session meeting to be convened, but possibly allowing 
virtual attendance.   

(b) The King and I: 
K. Smith, F. Corbett and M. Steele all gave positive feedback on the course, with its well-
presented, challenging video and questions, leading to valuable in-depth discussion within 
the small group.  Lita McHale and Tracy Brown are both intending to come forward for 
membership in due course.  
The material could be adapted for those new to the faith or those further on in their faith 
journey, but is probably not so suitable for a mixed group. 

(c) Building the Future: 
D. Bethune encouraged everyone to respond to the article in the recent Hird.  

(d) General Assembly: 
Fan Heafield will report when able to do so.  M. Steele described the format as effective in 
terms of engagement, but had missed the sense of fellowship of a live Assembly.   
The Faith Nurture report indicated a move towards a reduction to 600 ministries nationally; 
our local Presbytery Plan, including our own recent linking, has already taken a big step 
towards this.  
The question regarding ministers presiding at same-sex marriages will be passed down to 
Presbyteries, then back to the 2022 General Assembly for final decision.  L. Raffier noted 
that the views of younger members, not active in Presbytery or General Assembly, would 
not be well represented by this procedure. 

(e) Pastoral Assistant: 
Heather Carroll has been appointed as the part-time Pastoral Assistant to the 3 parishes, 
and will join the team on 14th June, with her focus initially on regular pastoral visiting.  She 
will be introduced in the service on Sunday 13th June. 

  
5 AOB   Two items to be added to agenda: 

(a) Out of the Box (M. Steele) 
(b) Kirk Session meetings (L. Raffier) 

  
/continued 
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6 Roll 
 Beryl Nichol and Mary Pringle removed from the roll by death 

  
7 Worship matters 
 It was noted that attendance at “live” services has increased, and the ability to sing and 

have flute music has been especially appreciated.  M. Steele will continue to lead worship 
in both Selkirk and Ashkirk every week until Ettrick and Yarrow are ready to open their 
buildings, when the Option 1 pattern agreed at the April Kirk Session meeting will be 
adopted.   
The Selkirk worship leaders team, including F. Corbett, D. Bethune, Elissa Jones, Jane 
Peers and L. Raffier, have met to plan the congregation-led services for the initial 3 months 
(July to October) of running Option 1.   
A. Bethune asked if anyone still required services recorded on CDs.  This might be relevant 
for members in care homes.  L. White and F. Corbett will enquire. 
It was agreed to reduce the Sunday morning online “coffee and chat” to 30 minutes (11.30 
-12), now that we are meeting in person. 
It was agreed to re-start Wednesday services from mid-July, with volunteers required for 
stewarding.  Maximum number allowed in the hall is 22, so no need for booking given 
anticipated number attending. 
For the time being, booking will continue to be required for Sunday services, but this may 
be reviewed once the COVID sub-group has investigated possible use of the balcony. 

  
8 Youth:   Children and Families Work 
 M. Steele reported that the review meeting involving D. Bethune, E. Hendrie and J. Moley, 

as agreed by the Kirk Session, had taken place on 20th May.  M. Steele had taken advice 
from K. Smith, which has not yet been acted upon, also noting that formal employment 
issues are not within the remit of the Kirk Session.  D. Bethune reported on the review 
meeting, which J. Moley had found helpful.  Discussion had covered achievements and 
difficulties during the first 2 years of the contract, and setting achievable goals for the 
remaining year to June 2022.   
J. Moley hopes to increase his hours in gradual steps back up to his contractual 25 hours, 
although no specific timescale was agreed. This will be monitored over the next few weeks.  
Currently, he is involved with Hot Chocolate Club, Rowland’s and the Support and Faith 
group, and further hours will be required for Open Door outreach.  Meals were delivered to 
7 families this week. He may be involved in the summer Holiday Club, but not taking overall 
responsibility for planning and organising; conversations are ongoing with Andrew 
Rollinson of Selkirk Baptist Church, and a decision is pending. 
E. Hendrie, as line manager, reported that J. Moley’s hours had risen to around 12 hours 
per week over the last two weeks.  
L. Raffier proposed, and Kirk Session agreed, that she should re-instate a 
strategy/support group to consider the main priorities for the work, and help to direct J. 
Moley’s time, also looking ahead to the future beyond the end of the 3 year contract.   
L. Raffier reported on a good Hot Chocolate event with 7 young people and 4 adults – a 
fun evening with video and discussion. 

  
9 Furlough of employees 
 Jane Stevenson and Carole Neilson are now fully back from furlough. 

Wilma Groeneweld and John Moley continue on partial furlough. 
  

/continued 
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10 Evangelism and Discipleship Focus  nothing to report 
  

11 Community Focus 
(a) Open Door re-opened on 24th May and numbers attending have varied from week to week.  

There is pressure on volunteers, but all is going well, with initial teething troubles being 
worked out.  The new meal delivery ministry has started.  The possible summer partnership 
with Philiphaugh is not going ahead this year due to the COVID restrictions. 

(b) • The Foodbank is operating as usual. 
• Fresh Start Borders is open Mondays and Wednesdays. 
• M. Ward is continuing monthly orders for Fairtrade goods. 

  
12 Safeguarding 
 Margery Inglis has attended an online safeguarding coordinator course.  The online PVG 

process for Heather Carroll went through quickly.  
  

13 Eco-congregation 
 Forthcoming events include: 

• “Eating our way out of climate change” at 7pm on Thursday 17th June. 
• Climate Sunday service on July 11th, with Eco-Chaplain Rev. David Coleman 

contributing to the service. 
The COVID sub-group will consider whether recycling boxes can be made available again 
in the Meeting House.  Recycling will also soon be available in partnership with Sustainable 
Selkirk in the Community Energy Advice Centre at 5 Tower Street. 

  
14 Presbytery  nothing to report 
  

15 Correspondence none 
  

16 AOB 
(a) The “Out of the Box” drama company had enquired through CTSV about visiting Selkirk 

again in December this year.  The Primary Schools have said “no” for this year, but would 
be open to an invite in 2022.  Kirk Session agreed that we would be willing, in principle, to 
an event in our church building on Dec 14th, subject to any COVID restrictions. 

(b) L. Raffier expressed her view that Kirk Session needed to become more inclusive, by 
inviting non-elders, who are actively involved in the congregation, such as worship leaders, 
young people, Children and Families Worker and Pastoral Assistant, to attend Kirk Session 
meetings.  This would allow them to express their views, and to hear what was being 
discussed.  This view was supported by some other elders.  M. Steele asked for elders to 
consider this proposal, and send any comments to herself or D. Bethune or F. Corbett, for 
further discussion at the next meeting.   
In the meantime, it was agreed that Kirk Session minutes be published on the church 
website, so that anyone interested could read them.  
L. Raffier also queried the need for the words “constitute ourselves as a court of your 
church” to be added after an elder has opened the meeting in prayer. 

(c) J. Lee will circulate an updated list of elders to be on the Congregational Board for the 
coming year. 

  
 

/continued 
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17 Dates of next meetings:  31st August  
 Following Kirk Session meetings: 12th Oct, 9th Nov, 14th Dec 

2022: 11th Jan, 8th Feb, 8th Mar, 12th Apr, 10th May, 14th Jun  
  

18 Close of meeting  The meeting closed with the saying of “the grace” to each other. 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________Moderator 
 
 
 
 

____________________/__________ Session Clerk 


