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 Sunday  28th November Advent 1 HOPE 

  

WELCOME  The God of hope welcomes us to worship this morning as we gather in person and online.  

Here the words of the prophet Jeremiah 33:14-16 Watch for this: The time is coming’—GOD’s Decree—

‘when I will keep the promise I made to the families of Israel and Judah. When that time comes, I will 

make a fresh and true shoot sprout from the David-Tree. He will run this country honestly and fairly. 

He will set things right. That’s when Judah will be secure and Jerusalem live in safety. The motto for 

the city will be, “GOD Has Set Things Right for Us.”  

 

ADVENT CANDLE 1   Hope 

READER:   Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ. 

ALL:    More and more candles, more and more light, as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of    

                         the World. 

READER:  God of Promise, come into our darkness. 

ALL:   Renew your hope in us. 

Light the candle of hope 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Holy One, we wait for you to come to us again, baby - small and vulnerable, to grace our poverty, our 

humanity with a heart beat, a breath and a cry. 

Holy One you wait for us to notice you again, baby small and vulnerable, here in these people and in this 

place, present in a heart beat, a breath and a cry. 

May the guiding Spirit once again bring your waiting and our waiting together, to life up the vulnerable, 

and confirm the beauty of our humanity, each heart beat, every breath and cry bringing to birth renewed 

lives filled with everlasting hope.                                           (Janet Lees in Shine on Star of Bethlehem © Canterbury Press2004)  

Loving God we are in awe and give grateful thanks for all the good things in life. We know we don't 

always get things right. When we lose focus and direction, set us back on the right path of love. 

When we feel cross, and bitter words leave our lips, remind us of the abundance of your love. 

When we feel overwhelmed by daily tasks, show us the power of stillness; empower us with inner, quiet 

strength.  

When we turn from you, turn us gently back so that our focus is on you, on love, on light, on the 

goodness at the heart of all creation.  As a token of our willingness to be your waiting people we ask you 

to bless our offerings given today and through the bank.  In Jesus’ name we pray saying the prayer He 

taught,  Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On 

earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
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Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory 

forever. Amen 

 

HYMN 189 Be still for the Presence of the Lord 

Be still for the presence of the Lord the holy One is here 

Come bow before Him now with reverence and fear 

In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground 

Be still for the presence of the Lord the holy One is here 

 

Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around 

He burns with holy fire with splendour He is crowned 

How awesome is the sight our radiant king of light 

Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around 

 

Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place 

He comes to cleanse and heal to minister His grace 

No work to hard for Him in faith receive from Him 

Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

Music David J. Evans (b.1957) 

 

READING              Psalm 130, Romans 8:18- 25                        Read by Lynda McCraw (Selkirk) 

 

A Prayer for Help 

130 From the depths of my despair I call to you, Lord. 

2 Hear my cry, O Lord; 

    listen to my call for help! 

3 If you kept a record of our sins, 

    who could escape being condemned? 

4 But you forgive us, 

    so that we should stand in awe of you. 

5 I wait eagerly for the Lord's help, 

    and in his word I trust. 

6 I wait for the Lord 

    more eagerly than sentries wait for the dawn— 

    than sentries wait for the dawn. 
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7 Israel, trust in the Lord, 

    because his love is constant 

    and he is always willing to save. 

8 He will save his people Israel 

    from all their sins. 

 

Romans 8:18-25 

18 I consider that what we suffer at this present time cannot be compared at all with the glory that is going 

to be revealed to us. 19 All of creation waits with eager longing for God to reveal his children. 20 For 

creation was condemned to lose its purpose, not of its own will, but because God willed it to be so. Yet 

there was the hope 21 that creation itself would one day be set free from its slavery to decay and would 

share the glorious freedom of the children of God. 22 For we know that up to the present time all of 

creation groans with pain, like the pain of childbirth. 23 But it is not just creation alone which groans; we 

who have the Spirit as the first of God's gifts also groan within ourselves as we wait for God to make us 

his children and[a] set our whole being free. 24 For it was by hope that we were saved; but if we see what 

we hope for, then it is not really hope. For who of us hopes for something we see? 25 But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 

                                                                                                 

 HYMN     My hope is built/Cornerstone 

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly trust in Jesus' name 

Christ alone; cornerstone 

Weak made strong; in the Saviour's love 

Through the storm, He is Lord 

Lord of all 

When Darkness seems to hide His face 

I rest on His unchanging grace 

In every high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil  

Christ alone; cornerstone 

Weak made strong; in the Saviour's love 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A18-25&version=GNT#fen-GNT-31174a
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Through the storm, He is Lord 

Lord of all 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found; 

Dressed in His righteousness alone, 

Faultless stand before the throne.  

Christ alone; cornerstone 

Weak made strong; in the Saviour's love 

Through the storm, He is Lord 

Lord of all 

Myrin Morgan and Liljero © 2011 Hillsong Music Publishing Used by permission 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THEME 

What are the things you are hoping for? How confident are you that they will happen? 

Christian hope is seen in the waiting game, waiting for something to happen!  Can you think of times in 

your life when you’ve had to wait?  Has it been a positive or negative experience?  I’ve had lots of 

waiting times in my life both positive and negative – I think I’ve told you before that I used to be a pixe –

no not in the Brownies but on the platform of Inverkeithing station for the train that never had any seats 

free which is why I was classed as a passenger in excess of capacity (pixe).  The Christian hope is based 

on waiting for God to act, to bring Himself to earth to show us more of Himself.   

The video tells us more of the HOPE we can have in the God who acts using 2 Hebrew words Yakhal and 

Qavah with 1 Greek one Elipsis.  Watch and see the differences in the meaning of waiting in hope. 

 

VIDEO   HOPE   https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/yakhal-hope/ 

REFLECTION 

Christian hope- waiting in tense expectation for the whole of creation to be freed to live as God created us 

and the world to live; in harmony, peace, love, fulfilment.  Christian hope looks back in order to look 

forward to the day when Jesus will return in order to bring us into this renewed kingdom of God. 

Waiting is essential to the spiritual life.  But waiting as a disciple of Jesus is not an empty waiting.  It is 

waiting with a promise in our hearts that makes already present what we are waiting for.  We wait during 

Advent for the birth of Jesus.  We wait after Easter for the coming of the Spirit, and after the Ascension of 

Jesus we wait for his coming again in glory.  We are always waiting in the conviction that we have 

already seen God’s footsteps.    

https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=https%3A//bibleproject.com/explore/video/yakhal-hope/&g=NDM5OWRmY2RjZmVlOWZkNg==&h=ZWU2YWI4MDMxMzI1MjRjZjU5NDYwMzYxMGYwMDIxZmM5MDAwZmEwMjkwYjBkMjNlNjk0NTk3MWI0MWRmMDg5Yg==&p=YXAzOmNvczphdmFuYW46bzoxYzFkNTk5MGIwNTc3MTYwNWJjMTlmOTc4MjQ2YTQ1Nzp2MTpo
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Waiting for God is an active, alert -- yes, joyful -- waiting.  As we wait we remember him for whom we 

are waiting, and as we remember him we create a community ready to welcome him when he comes. 

Henri Nouwen  https://henrinouwen.org/meditation/active-waiting/ 

 

The Light of Hope 

The world has in fact begun to crack.  The moment of truth for humanity seems to have arrived.  We seem 

destined for destruction at our own hands.  But, behold, miracle of miracles out of the cracks a light 

shines.  The venomous snake has not crushed the light.  The light burns.  It gives warmth.  It gives hope. 

And as the dreamer timidly advances toward the light, he discovers that there are many, many others who 

are also moving toward it from different directions - from behind iron curtains, from across human 

barriers, from behind the walls of our own frightened souls.  Yes, we all need that light, for that light is 

the only hope.  We, the poor and the rich, the oppressed and the oppressors, the theists and the atheists, 

Christians, Muslims, Jews, Buddhists and Hindus.  We all must get to that light, for it is the light of love 

and life, the light of hope and future. The movement of people toward that light must have constituted a 

formidable power, for the snake, the demon begins to loosen its grip on the globe.  Its power is broken. Its 

threat is removed. 

And so God moves on, God moves from the tower of Babel to Pentecost, from Israel to Babylon. God 

moves in Europe in Africa in the America in Asia and Australia.  As God moves, God suffers with the 

people, sheds tears with them, hopes with them and creates the communion of love here and there… until 

the time when the communion of love is firmly established in the world of strife and conflict, of pain and 

suffering, God moves on in compassion.  We have no alternative but to move on with God toward that 

vision of a community of compassion and communion of love. 

Choan Seng Son - The compassionate God.© SCM 2015 

 

HYMN 257 Sing we gladly 

Refrain [sung twice] :  

   Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together. 

   Singing, we gladly worship the Lord. 

   Those who are travelling the road of life 

   sow seeds of peace and love. 

  1  Come, bringing hope into a world of fear, 

  a world which is burdened down with dread, 

  a world which is yearning for a greater love 

  but needs to be shown the true way. 

https://henrinouwen.org/meditation/active-waiting/
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   Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together. 

   Singing, we gladly worship the Lord. 

   Those who are travelling the road of life 

   sow seeds of peace and love. 

  2  Come, bringing joyfully in both your hands 

  some kindling to light the path of peace, 

  some hope that there is a more human world 

  where justice and truth will be born. 

  Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together. 

  Singing, we gladly worship the Lord. 

  Those who are travelling the road of life 

  sow seeds of peace and love. 

  3  Whenever hatefulness and violence 

  are banished for ever from our hearts, 

  then will the world believe the day is near 

  when sadness and pain shall find their end. 

  Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together. 

  Singing, we gladly worship the Lord. 

  Those who are travelling the road of life 

  sow seeds of peace and love. 

Guatemalan traditional 

English version by Christine Carson (b. 1965) and John L. Bell (b. 1949) 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                  Read by Irene McFadzean                                                                   

Heavenly Father, we come before you with hope in our hearts.  Hope because of all that You have done 

for us.  We see that You have been faithful to Your people in the past and therefore we put our trust in 

You for the future.  We see that You have kept the promises which You have already made and so we 

know that You will remain true to   the promises which You make to us today.  You O Lord are the rock 

of our faith, the place of safety where we may shelter.  Though all the world may change, You remain 

constant in Your love, Your care and Your support.  For this O Lord we give You thanks.  And with our 

thanks comes our response to You.  We bring our money, our talents, our time to You.  Use them where 

they are needed most so that all the glory will go to You. 
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At this time of Advent when we look towards the Birth of Your Son we remember afresh the love that 

You have for the world.  Each one of Your children here is important to You.  We pray for those whose 

way of life could only be called an existence.  For the refugees, for those in countries where the 

government live in wealth and security,  but where the people live in fear and degradation, for those 

whose homes have become areas of conflict and disharmony.  Lord God stand with them in their times of 

trial.  Bring to them Your Good News and provide them with hope for the future. 

 

We pray for our church, the body of Your people here on earth.  We too are broken by divisions, each 

thinking that their way is the only true way.  Heal the wounds of Your church Lord God.  Allow us to 

rejoice in our diversity, to see You at work in our brothers and sisters across the world.  May Your Spirit 

unite us in our desire to work for You so that we provide an example to our world. 

 

We pray for those we know who are struggling this week with problems at home, with illness, with 

loneliness and pain.  For some difficult decisions need to be taken, and for some that will cause heartache 

and despair.  You tell us Lord God to cast our worries and cares upon You.  You tell us that You are there 

to help us through the difficult times.  Sometimes Lord God we find it difficult to believe that and yet we 

can do no other than to put our trust in You.  You alone are our strength and shield.  Speak words of 

comfort to those who are weary and sad.  Remind them of Your steadfast love.  As they feel Your 

Presence with them may they be encouraged, strengthened and filled with hope. 

We give You thanks for all who have helped us on our Christian journey, especially for those who are 

now at home with You.  Together we are a part of the worldwide church praising You on earth and in 

Heaven.  These prayers we make in the Name of Your Son Jesus Christ, Amen 

 

HYMN  192 All my hope on God is founded  

All my hope on God is founded; 

All my trust he will renew. 

Safe through change and chance he guides me, 

Only good and only true. 

God unknown, 

He Alone 

Calls my heart to be his own. 

 

Human pride of man and earthly glory, 

Sword and crown betray God’s trust; 

Though with care and toil we build them, 

Tower and temple, fall to dust. 
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But God’s power, 

Hour by hour, 

Is my temple and my tower. 

 

God’s great goodness lasts forever, 

Deep his wisdom passing thought: 

Splendour, light, and life attend him, 

Beauty springing out of naught. 

Evermore, 

From his store 

New-born worlds rise and adore. 

 

Day by day the mighty Giver 

Showers gifts on us below; 

His desire our soul delight in, 

Pleasure leads us where we go. 

See love stand 

At his hand; 

Joy awaits at his command! 

 

Still from earth to God in heaven 

Sacrifice of praise be done, 

High above all praises praising 

For the gift of Christ his Son. 

Hear Christ call 

One and all: 

Those who follow shall not fall. 

Music Herbert Norman Howells 91892 – 1983) 

 

BENEDICTION 

May the Lord find you alert to His coming, open to His presence, aware of His love.  Go knowing the 

blessing of the Presence of Almighty God, Father, Son and Spirit bringing you hope for today and 

tomorrow and for all time Amen. 

 


