
Nine Lessons and Carols – E&Y Worship service from Kirkhope Church  

December 19th 2021 

Welcome          Nora Hunter 

Lighting the 4th Advent Candle 

The first three of our Advent Candles represent Hope, Joy and Peace.   As we light the 4th 

Candle, we are reminded that the whole meaning of Christmas can be explained in one little 

four letter word…LOVE.  

Heavenly Father, you sent your gift of pure love to us that first Christmas. Love descended 

from heaven to be born of a virgin. Love lay in the scratchy hay of a manger in a barn in 

Bethlehem. All of your love, Lord, was robed in the delicate skin of a baby and wrapped in 

swaddling clothes. This final week of Advent, help us to reflect on the magnitude of love 

that was made manifest in Jesus. Amen 

We begin our worship today by singing Once in Royal David’s City, Hymn 315 

 

Carol CH4 315 – Once in Royal David’s City 

 

Once in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed 
There a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed 
Mary was that mother mild 
Jesus Christ her little child 

He came down to earth from heaven 
Who is God and Lord of all 
And His shelter was a stable 
And His cradle was a stall 
With the poor, oppressed and wholly 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy 

And our eyes 
At last shall see Him 
Through His own redeeming love 
For that child, so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above 
And He leads His children along 
To the place where He is gone 
 
Words CF Alexander (1818-1895)  Music HJ Gauntlet (1805-1876) 

 
 



Introduction and Prayers                                                                    Ann Blundell 
 
We come together today as the family of God to celebrate the festival of Christmas. 
In this service we will hear the good news of the birth of Christ.  
And we will offer to God our thanksgiving in the joyful singing of carols. 
 
But first let us pray 
Lord Christ, into the emptiness of our lives, You pour fullness, 
Into the confusion of our lives, You pour Your order. 
So accept our grateful thanks, for prayers answered, for lives turned around, for hopes 
realised, for fears allayed, for confidence restored, for peace granted. 
We now say together the prayer Christ taught us. 
 
Our Father in Heaven  
Hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done. 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
Now and for evermore. 
 
Amen 
 

1st Lesson – Genesis 3: 8-15; 17-19                                                              Alison Blackadder                                        

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  But 
the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”  
 
He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 
 
And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?” 
 
The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, 
and I ate it.” 
 
Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 
So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all 
livestock and all wild animals!  You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days 
of your life.  



 
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 
To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which 
I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 
 
“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the 
days of your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of 
the field. 
 
By the sweat of your brow, you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from 
it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 
 
 
Carol CH4 320 Joy to the World 
 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
 
Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove  
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 
 
Songwriters: G. F. Handel / Isaac Watts 

 
 
2nd Lesson Genesis 22: 15-18     George Jack 
 
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, “I swear by 
myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, 
your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in 



the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities 
of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because 
you have obeyed me.” 
 
Carol – The Holly and the Ivy 
 
The holly and the ivy, 
When they are both full grown, 
Of all trees that are in the wood, 
The holly bears the crown 
 
Chorus 
O, the rising of the sun, 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ, 
Sweet singing in the choir 
 
The holly bears a blossom, 
As white as lily flow'r, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, 
To be our dear Saviour 
 
The holly bears a berry, 
As red as any blood, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, 
To do poor sinners good 
 
The holly bears a prickle, 
As sharp as any thorn, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, 
On Christmas Day in the morn 
 
The holly bears a bark, 
As bitter as the gall, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, 
For to redeem us all 
 
The holly and the ivy, 
When they are both full grown, 
Of all trees that are in the wood, 
The holly bears the crown 
 
Songwriters: Trad / Ben Shive 
The Holly and the Ivy lyrics © Junkbox Music 
 
 

 



3rd Lesson. Isaiah 9:2; 6-7                                                                    Chris Carroll 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep 
darkness 
a light has dawned. 
 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 
 
Carol CH4 273:  Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
 
O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
who to your tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times did give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 
 
O come thou rod of Jesse, free 
Thin own from Satan’s tyranny: 
From depths of hell your people save, 
and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain 
 
O come, thou Key of David, come 
and open wide our heavenly home. 
Make safe the way that leads on high 
And close the path to misery: Refrain 
 
O come thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by than advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 
Psalter Hymnal (Gray) 

 
 



4th Lesson: Isaiah 11: 1-3a, 4a, 6-9                                          Nora Hunter 
 
 
The royal line of David is like a tree that has been cut down; but just as new branches sprout 
from a stump, so a new king will arise from among David's descendants.  
The spirit of the Lord will give him wisdom and the knowledge and skill to rule his people. 
He will know the Lord's will and honour him, and find pleasure in obeying him.  
 
He will judge the poor fairly and defend the rights of the helpless.  
 
 
Wolves and sheep will live together in peace, and leopards will lie down with young goats. 
Calves and lion cubs will feed together, and little children will take care of them.  
Cows and bears will eat together, and their calves and cubs will lie down in peace. Lions will 
eat straw as cattle do.  
Even a baby will not be harmed if it plays near a poisonous snake.  
On Zion, God's sacred hill, there will be nothing harmful or evil. The land will be as full of 
knowledge of the Lord as the seas are full of water. 
 
Carol CH4 331 Unto Us a Boy is Born 
 
Unto us a boy is born! 
The King of all creation, 
Came he to a world forlorn, 
The Lord of ev'ry nation. 
 
Cradled in a stall was he 
With sleepy cows and asses; 
But the very beasts could see 
That he the world surpasses. 
 
Herod then with fear was filled: 
"A prince," he said, "in Jewry!" 
And all the little boys he killed 
At Bethl'hem in his fury. 
 
Now may Mary's son, who came 
So long ago to love us, 
Lead us all with hearts aflame 
Unto the joys above us. 
 
Alpha and Omega he! 
Now let the organ thunder, 
While the choir with peals of glee 
Shall rend the air asunder. 
 
© 1928 Oxford University Press, from Oxford Book of Carols 



5th Lesson: Luke 1: 26-35; 38                                                                    Ann Blundell 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee 

named Nazareth.  

He had a message for a young woman promised in marriage to a man named Joseph, who 

was a descendant of King David. Her name was Mary.  

The angel came to her and said, "Peace be with you! The Lord is with you and has greatly 

blessed you!"  

Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she wondered what his words 

meant.  

The angel said to her, "Don't be afraid, Mary; God has been gracious to you.  

You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus.  

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make 

him a king, as his ancestor David was,  

and he will be the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never 

end!"  Mary said to the angel, "I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?"  

The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come on you, and God's power will rest upon you. 

For this reason, the holy child will be called the Son of God.  

I am the Lord's servant," said Mary; "may it happen to me as you have said." And the angel 

left her.  

 

Carol CH4 286: Tell out my soul 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 

Tender to me the promise of His Word; 

In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name! 

Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done; 

His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 

His holy Name, the Lord, the mighty One. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His might! 

Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight; 

The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of His Word! 

Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure. 



Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

To children's children and forevermore! 

Songwriters: Timothy Dudley-smith / Walter Greatorex 

 

6th Lesson: Luke 2: 1; 3-7                                                       Susan White 

At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 

Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own hometown.  

Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the 

birthplace of King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David.  

He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was pregnant,  

and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her baby.  

She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a manger - there was 

no room for them to stay in the inn.  

 

Carol CH4 305 In the bleak mid winter 

In the bleak midwinter 

Frosty wind made moan 

Earth stood hard as iron 

Water like a stone 

Snow had fallen 

Snow on snow on snow 

In the bleak midwinter 

Long, long ago 

 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him 
Nor earth sustain 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When he comes to reign 
In the bleak mid winter 
A stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty 
Jesus Christ 
 
Enough for him whom cherubin 
Worship night and day 
A breastful of milk 
And a mangerful of hay 
Enough for him whom angels 



Fall down before 
The ox and ass and camel 
Which adore. 
 

Angels and Archangels 

May have travelled there 

Cherubim and Seraphim 

Thronged the air 

But only his Mother 

In her maiden bliss 

Worshiped the beloved 

With a kiss 

 

What can I give him? 

Poor as I am 

If I were a shepherd 

I would give a lamb 

If I were a wise man 

I would do my part 

But what I can I give him 

Give my heart 
 

Songwriters: H. Darke In the Bleak Midwinter lyrics © Universal Classics & Jazz A.d.o. Univers, Fox Music, 

Integrity's Hosanna! Music, First Name Music Limited, Emi Music Publishing Ltd, Novello And Co Ltd. 

 

7th Lesson: Luke 2: 8-16                                                            Irene McFadzen 

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in the 

fields, taking care of their flocks.  

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over them. They 

were terribly afraid,  

but the angel said to them, "Don't be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will 

bring great joy to all the people.  

This very day in David's town your Saviour was born - Christ the Lord!  

And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger."  

Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, singing praises to God:  

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom he is 

pleased!"  



When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

told us."  

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger.  

 

Carol CH4 304: Oh little town of Bethlehem 

Oh little town of Bethlehem,  
how still we see you lie 
Above your deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by 
Yet in your dark streets shineth,  
the everlasting light 
The hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in you tonight. 
 
Oh morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to    God the King 
And peace to all on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary,  
and gathered all above 
While mortals sleep the angels keep  
their watch of wondering love 
 
How silently how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven 
No ear may hear his coming 
But in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive him still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
Oh holy child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born in us today 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 
O come to us abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
Songwriters: Phillip Brooks / L. H. Redner / Arr: Mary Reeves 
O Little Town of Bethlehem lyrics © Wb Music Corp., Sony/atv Harmony, Emi Longitude Music, G Matt Music, 

Fox Film Music Corporation, Walt Disney Music Company, Integrity Worship Music, Integrity's Hosanna! Music, 



Janijam Music Reg D, Wonderland Music Co. Inc., Shawnee Press, Inc., Patterdale Music Ltd, Touchstone 

Pictures Music & Songs Inc. 

 

8th Lesson: Matthew 2: 1-12                                                                  Jane Telfer 

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod was king. 

Soon afterward, some men who studied the stars came from the East to Jerusalem  

and asked, "Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We saw his star when it 

came up in the east, and we have come to worship him."  

When King Herod heard about this, he was very upset, and so was everyone else in 

Jerusalem.  

He called together all the chief priests and the teachers of the Law and asked them, "Where 

will the Messiah be born?"  

"In the town of Bethlehem in Judea," they answered. "For this is what the prophet wrote:  

"Bethlehem in the land of Judah, you are by no means the least of the leading cities of 

Judah; for from you will come a leader who will guide my people Israel.' "  

So Herod called the visitors from the East to a secret meeting and found out from them the 

exact time the star had appeared.  

Then he sent them to Bethlehem with these instructions: "Go and make a careful search for 

the child; and when you find him, let me know, so that I too may go and worship him."  

And so they left, and on their way they saw the same star they had seen in the East. When 

they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of them until it 

stopped over the place where the child was.  

They went into the house, and when they saw the child with his mother Mary, they knelt 

down and worshiped him. They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and 

presented them to him.  

Then they returned to their country by another road, since God had warned them in a 

dream not to go back to Herod.  

 

Carol CH4 309: Still the night, holy the night 

Still the night, Holy the night, 

Sleeps the world, hid from sight, 

Mary and Joseph in stable bare, 

Watch o'er the child, beloved and fair, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 



Still the night, Holy the night, 

Shepherds first saw the light, 

Heard resounding clear and strong, 

Far and near, the Angels song, 

Christ the Redeemer is here, 

Christ the Redeemer is here. 

Still the night, Holy the night, 

Son of God, love's pure light, 

Love is smiling from thy face, 

Strikes for us now the hour of grace, 

Saviour since thou art born, 

Saviour since thou art born. 

Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848) (tr Brooke) Music: Frans Xaver gruber 1787-1863) 

 

9th Lesson: John 1: 1-14                                                                     George Jack 

 In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God.  

From the very beginning the Word was with God.  

Through him God made all things; not one thing in all creation was made without him.  

The Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to people.  

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out.  

God sent his messenger, a man named John,  

who came to tell people about the light, so that all should hear the message and believe.  

He himself was not the light; he came to tell about the light.  

This was the real light - the light that comes into the world and shines on all people.  

The Word was in the world, and though God made the world through him, yet the world did 

not recognize him.  

He came to his own country, but his own people did not receive him.  

Some, however, did receive him and believed in him; so he gave them the right to become 

God's children.  

They did not become God's children by natural means, that is, by being born as the children 

of a human father; God himself was their Father.  

The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his 

glory, the glory which he received as the Father's only Son.  



Carol CH4 301 Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King: 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with th'angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Refrain: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King" 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of the Virgin's womb: 

veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

hail th'incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, 

born to give us second birth. [Refrain] 

Charles Wesley 

Prayer for Others     Ann Blundell read by Susan White 

Lord God, at times we despair at the state of our world and the actions of many within it. 

Today we offer prayers for friend and stranger, those known and unknow to us. 

We pray believing You will rekindle hope where it has been lost, 

 and living where there is mere life. 

 Among families and friends where there is strife and conflict bring reconciliation. 

Between countries and faiths who speak through bombs and bullets, send peace. 



To the refugee, forced from home and unsure of the future, give comfort. 

 For the abused and destitute, create a place of safety. 

We pray for the young people all over the world, who are fearful of the future because of 

what previous generations have done. 

We pray for those who are unwell, for the bereaved and the grieving. 

In silence we name those know to us who are in special need of Your strength and comfort.     

-------------------------------------------- 

We pray too for our Church community. Let us be the people who point to you, who attract 

others to Your kingdom and love without counting the cost. 

Lord all these things we pray in the name of Jesus. 

Amen 

 

Our closing carol is 306, Oh, Come All Ye Faithful 

Carol CH4 306: Oh come all ye faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

Oh come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

 

Chorus   O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him 
O come, let us adore him 
Christ the Lord. 

 
 
God of God, light of light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
very God, begotten not created: 
Chorus. 
  
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God in the highest: 
Chorus 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 
Chorus. 
John Francis Wade (1711-1786) 



Blessing                                                                                                           Ann Blundell 

  

 God of hope bless us this joyous Season. 

Be with us on our journey to the stable and beyond 

Be with us in our worship and prayer as we await our Saviour. 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with 

us and with those we love, this day and forever more. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


