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I will cast off the wrappings of expectations
to embrace the essentials
of God being with us
in Jesus’ birth:
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life-changing,
world-turning,
soul-satisfying reality.
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Church Giving 2022
Although we are now able to worship together, the situation is still not back to
‘normal’, and the level of offerings has suffered. We are very grateful to all those
who have continued to use their WFO envelopes (handing them in to me or the
church), or have found alternative methods for giving (cheques, through the bank).
It is time to organise next year’s WFO envelopes in the hope that things will
continue to improve, so it will be very helpful to know of any additions/changes. For
both new and old members, this provides a good opportunity to reflect on our
personal level of giving and the method we use.
If you do not already use envelopes but wish to do so, or, alternatively, if you no
longer wish to use them, please let Lynda McCraw (tel. 21971) or the office know
by mid December. Similarly, please contact me for details of the church account if
you wish to set up a bankers’ order If you are a tax payer and have not yet signed
a Gift Aid Form, please consider doing so, to enable the church to reclaim tax on
your offerings at no extra cost to you. Forms are available from the Office, or Gillian
Grant (Gift Aid Convenor).
Lynda McCraw

Eco-Congregation update
It was a wild November day when we drove to West Calder to deliver the bras EcoCongregation (and Sustainable Selkirk) had collected to donate to the charity
Smalls for All. Our collection had started before the Covid lockdown so we had 4
carrier bags and a large box to deliver. The charity collects lightly worn bras and
new pants to send to Africa. The strap line for the charity is ‘Giving back dignity’.
Providing underwear reduces the risk of rape and molestation.
When we arrived at Smalls for All there was a real buzz in the warehouse as they
had called in all their volunteers to prepare a shipment going on a lorry to Africa
imminently. What a cheery, grateful group of people we met! It was good to be part
of something so worthwhile.
Thank you to all who brought in contributions.
Elissa Jones (for Eco congregation group)
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Dear Friends,

The Apostle Paul says, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall trouble or hardship or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No,
in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved
us“. Romans 8:35
Each of us has faced and may still be facing many difficulties and much darkness
over these last two years. From Covid, to other illnesses, from the challenges of
Climate Change, to the individual challenges of living life daily here and now, many
are physically, mentally and spiritually drained. For some, it seems as if they are
at the bottom of a pit with no easy way out.
The Bible is full of stories about people in those sorts of situations. The Psalmist
reminds us though, that God promises to be our rock and our fortress, Psalm 18:2,
the One who will never leave us, even when we find it hard to experience His
Presence.
This is the time of year when we remember God’s love story for us and our world.
God coming in to the troubles and darkness of our world; coming alongside us to
bring comfort, strength and hope. But that is only the beginning, for as Jesus went
to the cross and into the pit of death, He showed that there is nowhere that He is
not present. Coming back to life again through His Spirit, He offers us His
Presence within us as we go through our dark times.Then in His Power He will lift
us from the pit into His joyful, peace-making, love-filled Presence.
To finish Paul’s quote from Romans 8, “Neither death nor life, neither angels
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus Our Lord.”
In the early part of next year the General Assembly and Presbytery are asking each
church and parish to think about how we share God’s love with our families, our
friends, our communities, using the 5 Marks of Mission:
Tell the Good News of the Kingdom
Teach believers
Tend to human need by loving service
Transform unjust behaviours in society, pursuing peace and reconciliation
Treasure the world God has given us to live in.
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Discussions around these topics will allow us to put in place a Mission Plan for the
future. All voices need to be heard, so please share your thoughts and come along
to meetings that will be arranged.
Change is never easy but is always necessary. As churches in the Reformed
tradition our Church of Scotland strap line is "reformed and always reforming. As
Christians, as change occurs, we remember that Jesus is the same, yesterday,
today and forever, and we give Him thanks for that. Hebrews 13:8 He is the
One who brings consistence to our lives.
It is with sadness, yet knowing the time is right, that I told the Joint Kirk Sessions
Meeting on the 21st November that I will retire at the end of February 2022. It has
been and remains my privilege to have journeyed with you through the last 10.5
years in Ashkirk and Selkirk and for the last 2 in Ettrick and Yarrow. Our last
three months together will continue that journey looking to Jesus the Author and
Perfecter of our faith to show us His way forward.
More details of what will happen next will appear in due course. Please feel free
to share this news with those you know who are not on computer and be assured
of my continued prayers for you as we both embark on this new part of the
journey of faith.
May you know and experience God’s constant, loving Presence filling your lives,
bringing you comfort, strength, joy and peace this Christmas and throughout
2022.

With every blessing,
Margaret
CAMEO
We have been meeting since the middle of October and it is so nice to be together
again. We have had lots of fun, not least at the Beetle Drive.
On November 25, we are looking forward to a visit from John Nichol and on
December 9, we will have our Christmas Party when Hilary Bell will entertain us.
Our first meeting of the New Year will be on January 13 at our usual time of 2pm in
the church hall.
New members are always welcome.
Marjorie Lawrie
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Ashkirk News
Many of you will be aware that Marjory and Harry
Dooley have moved from Ashkirk and the Woll to
Renfrewshire and in so doing moved closer to their
daughter. They have been a constant and dynamic
foundation within the church as enthusiastic
members, as well as being Session Clerk and Treasurer respectively over quite a
few years. But they have, as we all know, contributed so much more. They have
been there helping to organise the many church activities and services throughout
every season as well as guiding us through the maze of regulations which go along
with running a church. However, their contribution to the spirituality of the church is
of great significance whether through Lent Groups or Bible study house groups,
even on zoom in more recent times. We are very sad to say goodbye but glad that
they have found a lovely new home. We thank them sincerely for all their hard work
over the years. Both Marjory and Harry will be sorely missed at church but also by
all the groups they have so wonderfully supported.
The Kirk Session continues with its duties and is mindful of the issues which all
churches are facing, both financial and the maintaining of the fabric of the church.
However, the General Assembly this year asked us all to consider the five marks
of mission and build them into our planning.
The five marks of mission: the mission of the church is the mission of Christ.
1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
2. To teach, baptise and nurture new believers
3. To respond to human need by loving service
4. To transform unjust structures in society and to challenge violence of every
kind and pursue peace and reconciliation.
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the
life of the Earth.
The Kirk Session will be considering these in some detail and would be keen to
hear your views either by email, post or just if you happen to meet us when out and
about. The Kirk Session is made up of the Minister, Rev Margaret Steele, Fan
Heafield (new Session Clerk – email heafield.fan@gmail.com or ring 07827
927715), Iona McNeil and Gordon Junor.
As we begin to approach Advent and the Christmas period, there will be a number
of events taking place both in and around Ashkirk and in Selkirk as well as
Ettrickbridge and Yarrow. Details of the Advent group meetings, Christmas
services, and also an invitation to join us for Communion on 5th December will be
sent to all members of the church directly and will also be available on the web site.
Fan Heafield
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A Flicker of Hope
A flicker of hope from the candle flame
Burning alone through the night
Offering some kind of comfort
To those in terrible plight.
The people from outlying countries
Oppressed by the fear of the gun
The homeless, the starving, the dying
The droughts which are caused by the sun
Those who flee from their homeland
And leave behind all that they own
Possessions and even their loved ones
In places which once were their homes
The strength reaching out from all nations
Who give up their time, love and care
The doctors, aid workers and nurses
How bright burn God’s flames, who work there
The children deprived of nutrition
Their small hands outstretched for some food
God bless them and those who work for them
A flicker of hope - bringing good.
Elise Williams

Ashkirk, Ettrick & Yarrow and Selkirk
The boundary lines have fallen in pleasant places.
Psalm 16 verse 6
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Building the Future – next instalment
Firstly, a big thankyou to those who have sent us
comments on our thoughts about the future of the
21st century Selkirk Parish Church buildings - many ideas and 21st century
suggestions of ways to make our church building more
Church
Church
suited to our worship and outreach. Look back at
previous Hirds or on the church website to remind yourself of our aims, and why we
need to look at changes.
Recently the steering group met with two different architects, both with lots of
experience of redeveloping church buildings, to discuss our ideas. Each could
imagine various ways we could make the building more welcoming, more flexible
and more practical in terms of usable spaces, storage and energy use. Perhaps
early next year, we might engage one of them to carry out a more formal and
detailed options appraisal – coming up with 3 or more different schemes that we
might consider. These can then be presented to the congregation for feedback.
We need to take our time, consider carefully different options, and then make bold
decisions that will benefit us, but more importantly, provide a church building that
will benefit the community for the foreseeable future.
Please continue to speak to any of the steering group (David Bethune, Andrew
Laing, Elissa Jones, Jack Peers), or send us your comments.

Patterns of Worship
Since the linkage of Selkirk and Ashkirk with Ettrick and Yarrow, we have been
trying out a new pattern of worship that means that our minister, Margaret, leads
worship in each parish every other week. On the in-between weeks, the service in
Selkirk is usually led by some members of the congregation, using a service outline
provided by Margaret, often sharing the same hymns, readings and prayers as the
other parishes.
We have also tried some different styles of worship – using responses, periods of
silent reflection, Taizé-style reflective services or café-style more informal services
in the church hall. It is good to be a little bit creative! Of course, not every service
will suit everyone’s preferences, but some of us have been surprised to find we
enjoy something a little different. As one of our older members said recently, “no
matter what the service is like, I always get something out of it”.
Those leading worship value honest, direct feedback at the end of a service –
please tell us what you found helpful and how we can improve! In the meantime,
the Kirk Session (Church Leadership team) has agreed to continue the current
pattern of services through into the New Year.
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What is Café-style church?
Planning the first café church was quite an experience. What would work? How
would people react? In the event, it was great. As at Open Door, we sat 4 to a table
to maintain distancing. Coffee, tea and biscuits were served as people came in and
cups were refilled during discussion times. We had great worship in song as the
hall was filled with Rod’s playing and people’s joyful voices. Prayers were led by
Myra and Tracy. We had three discussion times which made the service last an
hour. In future we should probably only have two. The discussion topics were
related to the Bible reading and were introduced with the
encouragement that anything said at the table should be
treated as confidential and not shared abroad. No-one was
obliged to speak: listening to others is important and
encouraging. There were no silent tables. No feedback was
requested from the tables; our learning was in our sharing in
discussion. Sitting with people with whom we would not often
share that level of conversation was refreshing.
The surprise was that after a longer than usual service, with no more coffee being
served, people kept on talking. The buzz in the hall was great and nearly all
comments positive. Naturally, the format of café church will change and develop.
We hope more people will share in this worship when the opportunity arises.
Jane Peers

ReachOut: meeting to share friendship and faith
Christmas is coming! Join an Advent Group!
ReachOut is reaching out again! And
planning Advent groups for the 4
weeks of Advent 2021.

We will meet in the church hall or
meeting room on Tuesday mornings
at 10 am and on Sunday evenings at
7 pm on zoom. See
the
church
notices on the website for the link.

You are invited to join us in 4
gatherings
reflecting
on
our
experience of God’s love and blessing
during the last couple of years,
hearing some stories from other
people and exploring our hopes for
the future. The programme is called
God is with you/me/us. You can
read the stories of hope here:
findingourhope.co.uk

As always, ReachOut meetings
welcome all.
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Christmas Generosity: 2 opportunities to bring gifts
The Chaplaincy Centre at the Borders General Hospital has eagerly confirmed that
they are looking forward to receiving the gifts from our Advent Calendar again this
year. These gifts should be non-edible, gift wrapped and identified, where
necessary, as appropriate for male or female recipients. As happened last year,
the presents will be quarantined for three days at the BGH, prior to distribution by
Santa and her elves in time for Christmas Day. The Advent Calendar banner will
be on display in the church from 28 November or, if you are not able to come to
church on Sundays, the gifts can been dropped off at Open Door on Mondays.
The Silver Band and Gift Service on Sunday 12 December will have music
provided by a reduced number of musicians from the Silver Band this year. Gifts
to bring to church on this day should be suitable for children and young people, not
gift wrapped, but accompanied by suitable festive wrapping materials.
Pauline Davidson

District Visits
In January, there may be a change to your elder or visitor as it is time for the
districts to be reviewed. For some, there will be no change, but for others you may
have a new (but maybe still well known) elder or visitor.
Your elder/visitor will come along to deliver your Hird and introduce and make
themselves known to you. At the same time, you will have the opportunity to
indicate how you would like the church to communicate with you. It has been a
while since this was last reviewed. Your thoughts and wishes are very important.
Covid19 has given us all time to reflect on how we have done things, how we want
to change to a new normal or to draw a line in the sand and start afresh.
The church doors will always be open to welcome you with open arms on Sunday
mornings 10.15 am or Wednesdays at 11 am. It is never too late to return. We have
missed you!
Fiona Corbett, Joint Session Clerk
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Celebrate Christmas With
During Advent
Bring gifts to fill the Advent
Calendar for patients in BGH
(see page 9)

1st Sunday in Advent
Sunday 28 Nov.
10.15 am
7 pm
Tuesday 30 Nov.
10 am
Wed.
1 Dec.
11 am
2nd Sunday in Advent
Sunday 5 Dec.
10.15 am
Tuesday 7 Dec.
Wed.
8 Dec.
Thursday 9 Dec.

7 pm
10 am
11 am
2 pm

3rd Sunday in Advent
Sunday 12 Dec.
10.15 am
Tuesday 14 Dec.

7 pm
10 am
6 pm

Wed.

11 am

15 Dec.
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Hope
Advent Group (zoom)
Advent Group
Wednesday Worship

Peace
Communion Service
Advent Group (zoom)
Advent Group
Communion Service
Cameo Christmas Tea

Joy
Gift Service with Silver Band
Advent Group (zoom)
Advent Group
Steve the Shepherd
Christmas musical
Wednesday Worship

Selkirk Parish Church
4th Sunday in Advent
Sunday 19 Dec. 10.15 am Love: Jesus, God's gift of love
Interactive Nativity
7 pm
Advent Group (zoom)
Monday 20 Dec. 12 noon Christmas at Open Door
Tuesday 21 Dec. 10 am
Advent Group
Wed.
22 Dec. 11 am
Wednesday Worship
Sat.
25 Dec. 10.30 am Christmas Day
Short Family Service

Sunday 26 Dec. 10.15 am
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Cafe Church in hall

Prayer
December God,
this is the month of Nativity
of expectancy
of the shortest day
and the longest night,
nights that are testament to your creative power
of eclipses silently appearing over southern seas and land
of Super New Moons dipping close to our home
of the bright Geminid showers and the final sparkling Ursids of the year.
The dark of the northern hemisphere lit with the Cold Moon
and the fireworks of the cosmos
putting to shame the paltry shows of humankind.
Month of the Narcissus and the Holly
fragrant, dangerous, berries blood red
offering a portent of what is to come
and the ground hard with mid-winter chill.
The nest-building Heron
mirroring your mother
announcing advent
as she prepares for new life.
What are we that you care for us
in the midst of such grandeur?
You have told us!
We are brighter to you than the brightest star.
We are unique and loved,
gifted with life and burgeoning potential.
Help us to celebrate the birth of life
to lay aside the beads and baubles
the scattered wrappings
and look to the arrival of hope
for all that crawls and creeps
for all that cries and cradles
Creation’s children
Born anew.
Amen.
from Life and Work
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Keeping hope alive after COP26

The UN climate conference
may be over but work to
meet the challenges of
climate change will
continue.

‘Until those who are at the
centre of negotiations for a
better planet are willing and able
to come to the edge and hear
those whose lives are in danger
right
now,
then
these
negotiations will always be
poorer and weaker for failing to
do that.’
Martin Johnstone
COP26 Ambassador
Glasgow Churches Together

“Throughout COP26, people of faith

have united with activists from the
Global South, feminists, youth
and indigenous people to demand
climate justice. Our movement has
never been stronger and this must
be the legacy from Glasgow to keep
hope alive.”
Amanda Khozi Mukwashi
CEO, Christian Aid
Financial support on the issue of Loss and
Damage
“It can be hard to work on these issues,
hard to get global leaders to engage. It was
so refreshing to hear someone like the
First Minister talking so openly about it,
and I hope it can help others to follow
suit.”
Nushrat Chowdhury
Climate Justice Policy Advisor

“People of faith have demonstrated,
walked, prayed and made boats. But
this is just the beginning. We will not
rest until justice is done.”
Sally Foster-Fulton

Listen at home

Christmas Blessing

The Sunday service is
regularly recorded onto CD by Ian
Watson. If you would like a copy of the
CD to listen to the service at home,
please contact your elder/visitor or the
church office (20078) with your name
and address.

May the joy of the angels,
The gladness of the shepherds,
The worship of the wise men
And the peace of the Christ child
be yours.
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A Service of Remembering 2021
Christmas is for most people a happy time with
pictures showing happy smiling faces, laughter and
merriment. However, for many (and perhaps more than we imagine) Christmas can
be a very painful, sad and difficult time. Illness, bereavement, sad memories and
loneliness can make this time very difficult to face and get through. The difficulties
experienced facing Christmas can be in the year immediately after loss and sad
memories, or for many years to come.
Last year, 2020, was made even more challenging to cope with all these difficulties
and painful emotions due to the necessary restrictions in place to slow down the
spread of infection. We were therefore unable to hold a “Service of Remembering”
where we could be together physically in person, only in thoughts, prayers and
spirit.
This year, however, in Selkirk Parish Church we are able to reintroduce the special
“Service of Remembering” on Sunday 12th December at 3pm where we can
quietly remember both individually and together. The service will begin and end
with quiet reflection, there will be hymns, not carols, and some readings and
prayers. Tea and coffee will be served in the Hall afterwards, though some people
may prefer just to leave quietly after the service. There will be the opportunity to
have the names of loved ones read out during the service in remembrance of them.
A sheet of paper will be in the Meeting House from the beginning of December for
names of loved ones from recent or past times to be added so the name/s can be
read out during the service.
If you would like a name read out in memory but do not wish to attend, that is
perfectly acceptable. Please feel free to phone Rev Margaret Steele (23308) or
Heather Carroll, Pastoral Assistant (62240), and arrange for this or indeed to clarify
anything about the service.
With kind regards and every blessing,
Katrina Smith, Session Elder

We are happy to welcome to church membership:
Tracy Brown
11 Leslie Place
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Lita McHale
Fernbank, 143 Forrest Road

Christmas Trees and prayer
Selkirk’s annual tree, as you will all know, has appeared in the Market Place, an
event duplicated in countless towns, cities and villages throughout the UK - and, as
always, there will be a huge tree in Trafalgar Square, courtesy of the Norwegian
government, in gratitude for what Britain did for Norway in World War II. In fact,
though, the gesture ought to be mutual, because our debt to Norway at that time
was huge.
That unsung hero, King Haakon VII, refused to have any dealings with the German
stooge Quisling; then, when faced with a German invasion, immediately transferred
the whole of the Norwegian Merchant Navy to our aid - if it hadn’t been for them,
and the terrible loss of life they suffered, Britain would never have survived the
Battle of the Atlantic. If Norwegian commandos hadn’t destroyed Hitler’s heavy
water plant at Narvik, in one of the most daring and skilful acts of sabotage in the
whole of the war, history might have been horrifically different - in a scenario too
dreadful even to contemplate, London might have suffered the fate of Hiroshima.
King Haakon himself, though urged to escape to neutral Sweden, chose to come
to the UK, pursued by assassins and bombers as he did so. On such relatively
small ‘hinges’ history is changed - similarly, if a British bomber crew hadn’t
unloaded a spare stick of bombs on the way home and ‘just happened’ to destroy
the Reichstag in Berlin, causing Hitler to switch his attention from the RAF to
retaliating by the blitz on British cities, awful though that was …
Turning to prayer, much required for the teaching profession, being ‘pushed over
the edge’, according to one of its spokesmen, by abuse from pupils via TikTok eg
posts featuring footage from learning resources used by teachers; teachers
targeted by bogus TikTok accounts in which pupils ‘rate’ their teachers, very often
abusively; pupils competing to make inflammatory, even criminal comments and
challenges via TikTok, (slap a teacher, damage the school washrooms and toilets),
all contributing to a horrible atmosphere in many of today’s schools. In all this, of
course, TikTok vigorously defends itself, saying it will take down such sites, but the
damage is done.
We’ve all heard of the wonderful invention of Braille, pioneered by Frenchman
Louis Braille, who lost his sight in a childhood accident. In 1824, Bibles in Braille?
Of course. But what about ministry to the deaf? This service is alive and flourishing.
Try searching the internet for C. of E. Diocese of Leeds. I would like to do a fuller
article on that in the next edition. So many people, me included, suffer from greater
or lesser hearing loss, all the way up to profound deafness. There is that wonderful
invention BSL. (British Sign Language) Watch this space!
continued on next page
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Farther afield, Eritrea is the place on which Barnabas Aid is concentrating prayer
this month: the atrocious conditions in which Christian prisoners are held; the
thousands of Eritreans who have fled the country, to end up in refugee camps in
Israel. It is a dreadful place to be a Christian. One lady, Twen Theodoros, has been
released after 16 years in prison, where she has had a tremendous ministry to her
fellow prisoners, aged 38 now, no family, home or job; described as ‘full of grace
and faith’, but uncertain what to do with her life. Pray that God will make clear to
her where the future lies.
David Taylor, prayer promoter

Lentil Soup - Did you Know?
At Open Door, lentil soup is always a
winner. I grew up enjoying my Mum's
lentil soup but never gave the wee
orange things a second thought. Are
you the same as me? Well, having
just made a pot of soup with fairtrade
red lentils, I've been googling! Hope,
like me you find these facts of interest!

They're easily cooked in 5–20
minutes, which, like soaking, reduces
their anti-nutrient content.
5.
Fairtrade lentils are imported
by Just Trading Scotland in Paisley
from central India (Madhya Pradesh),
a drought affected area where
farmers are adapting and cultivating
organic crops which require less
irrigation. 998 farmers including 98
female farmers have benefited from
reliable sales through fairtrade.

1. The name, lentils, derives from
the Latin lens, which also gives us our
word lens, or double convex glass.
2. Lentils are a notoriously difficult
crop to harvest and have never been
grown widely in the UK. They are lowgrowing and not especially vigorous;
they need a warm, dry autumn to
ripen for harvest and - even if all that
goes well - are not very high yielding.

Traidcraft sells red lentils and
yellow split lentils so I can order for
you any time! Yes of course you will
pay more, but then we are called (and
blessed) to share our resources with
those in need, so this is a chance for
us all to make a fairly traded pot of
homemade lentil soup. Drop me an
email or phone the house!

3. India is the primary producer of
lentils, closely followed by Canada,
which is the largest exporter.
4. Brown, green, yellow, red or black,
lentils are low in calories, rich in iron
and folate and an excellent source of
protein. They may reduce several
heart disease risk factors.

Myra Ward (01750 22867
myraward@gmail.com)
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Tribute to Justine Lawton

Tribute to Jim Wood

Justine Lawton was a well known,
faithful member of her church family –
a real “pillar of the Kirk”. The early
years of her religious upbringing
began in Heatherlie Church where
she attended Sunday School, became
a Sunday School teacher and
member of the choir. In later years,
she served on the Congregational
Board and a few years before the
union of the Selkirk Churches, she
was ordained as an elder.

These are just a few words to try to
describe someone who was a
devoted family man, a policeman who
was professional in his work and a
long serving elder of the Church of
Scotland – in other words, a Christian.
He joined Edinburgh City Police in
1956 and in 1959 married Jean. They
brought up their two daughters, in
Dalkeith. Jim worked with all kinds of
people, some as colleagues and also
with those on the other side of the law.
It must have taught him a lot about
humanity, both good and bad. This
understanding is reflected in the
numerous letters sent to Jean in the
past few weeks, all of which express
the enjoyment at working with Jim, his
kindness and professionalism.

Justine, alongside elders from all
three congregations, helped to unite
and form the present Parish Church.
When the role of Session Clerk
became vacant, she took over the
post alongside the Rev. Ian Strachan.
On his retirement, she continued her
duties with the Rev. James Campbell
and it was during his ministry that she
decided to retire from the post.

Once retired, they decided to settle in
Selkirk, where they could help look
after the extended family easily.

There were other interests in Justine’s
life: a member of the Opera Company,
Tennis, Country Dancing and Captain
of the Girl Guide Company where she
helped shape the lives of many young
people.
We shall remember Justine for
constructive
input
at
Session
meetings, pastoral visiting and warm
friendship.

Jim served as an elder for 38 years,
from the age of 31, always seeing the
need to support the minister. I
remember him as being a very wise
man in the way he expressed his
views in Kirk Session discussions. He
always spoke quietly, but with
forethought and humour. In the words
of so many, speaking of him, he was
“a perfect gentleman”.

Margaret Milne

Elma Hendrie
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Christmas donation to Shelter
We usually have a special offering for Shelter
Scotland at this time of year, through our communal
Christmas card and the Christmas Day offering. The
offering plate will be available as usual on 25th
December for your donation to Shelter. and we hope that the church family
Christmas card can be re-instated next year. Alternatively, you can make your
donation directly to Shelter Scotland, through their website scotland.shelter.org.uk
or by phone to 0300 330 1234.

Notes from Kirk Session,
Church Leadership Team

Notes from Congregational
Board

From October and November
meetings:
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

From October meeting:
•

Home bakers were requested to do
a basic Food Hygiene course.
A letter to all members was
approved for issuing in the New
Year.
The current worship pattern was
reviewed.
Ian Watson is recording the Sunday
services on CD. (see page 13)
The Christmas Day meal will not
take place this year.
Reports were received from
Presbytery, John Moley, Open
Door, Selkirk Foodbank, FreshStart
Borders and our Fairtrade rep.
All trustees and volunteers will
require Safeguarding training in
2022.
Sheila
Christer-Porteous
was
appointed as Clerk to the
Congregational Board.
We were reminded that these are
open meetings: John Moley and
Elissa Jones attended for specific
agenda items.
Minutes of Kirk Session meetings
are now available on the website,
selkirkparish.church/publications/

•

•

•

Jill Freshwater has agreed to join
the Board. More members from
the congregation would be
welcome, speak to Margaret or
me to discuss further.
Building the Future is moving
along - latest updates can be
found on the website or speak
with David Bethune.
The hall is slowly opening up to
outside lets in line with Covid
guidance (thanks to Andrew Laing
for keeping this updated).
However, increased use of the
hall means we either need a
caretaker or group of volunteers
to set up/take down tables. Any
ideas or offers. please contact
myself, David Bethune or Fiona
Corbett.
Coffee/tea after the service has
resumed. A new rota is being set
up. Again, more volunteers are
welcome. Please let Anne
Bethune know if you are willing to
be included.

Jacqui Lee, Clerk to CB
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January 2022
Sunday 2
Monday 3
Wed.
5
Sunday 9
Monday 10
Tuesday 11
Wed.
12
Thurs. 13
Sunday 16
Monday 17
Wed.
19
Sunday 23
Thurs. 27
Sunday 30
Monday 31
February 2022
Wed.
2
Sunday 6
Tuesday 8
Wed.
9
Thurs. 10

10.15 am
12 - 1 pm
11 am
10.15 am
12 - 1 pm
7 pm
11 am
2 pm
10.15 am
12 - 1 pm
11 am
10.15 am
2 pm
10.15 am
12 - 1 pm

God’s Timing, Rev. Margaret Steele
Open Door
Wednesday Worship
Marks of Mission: Worship Team
Open Door
Kirk Session, Church Leadership Team
Wednesday Worship
CAMEO
Cafe-style service
Marks of Mission: Rev. Margaret Steele
Open Door
Wednesday Worship
Marks of Mission: Worship Team
CAMEO
Joint Service in Selkirk: Jane Peers
Open Door

11 am
10.15 am
7 pm
11am
2 pm

Wednesday Worship
Marks of Mission: Worship Team
Kirk Session, Church Leadership Team
Wednesday Worship
CAMEO

Bereavements

Selkirk
Aug. 25

Colin Cheyne
32 Ettrick Road

Oct.

Sept. 24

Jean Nichol
17 Mungo Park Court

Ashkirk
Sept. 19

Oct.

5

30

Justine Lawton
34 Elm Row

Isabel Easton
Langhope

Jim Wood
26 Shawpark Crescent

The records on this page are as up-to-date as possible. We apologise for
any omissions that may have occurred.
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Ashkirk, Ettrick & Yarrow, Selkirk
Minister:
Rev. Margaret Steele
1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ
Tel: 01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk

Pastoral Assistant:
Heather Carroll
Tel: 01750 62240 or
07871 642843
hcis@gmx.co.uk

Selkirk

Joint Session Clerk:
David Bethune
Tel: 21703, david@dbethune.com
Fiona Corbett
Tel: 22687, fiona.m.corbett@live.co.uk
Treasurer:
Lynda McCraw Tel: 21971
mrs_houseproud@yahoo.co.uk
Children and Families Worker:
John Moley
Tel: 07753 341605
cfw@selkirkparish.church
Property Convener:
Andrew Laing, Tel: 21210
Church Administrator:
Wilma Groenewald
Office Hours: Wed - Fri, 10-12 noon
Tel: 20078 office@selkirkparish.church

Cleaner: Carole Neilson
Hird Editor:
Anne Bethune, Tel: 21703
anne@dbethune.com

Ashkirk
Session Clerk:
Fan Heafield,
‘Tophouse’, Minto, Hawick
Tel: 07827927715
heafield.fan@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Kev Heafield,
‘Tophouse’, Minto, Hawick
Tel: 01450 870425
jkheafield@gmail.com

Items for the February issue of The Hird should be with the
editor by 23rd January.
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