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 Sunday 5th December 2021. Advent 2 Peace 

  

WELCOME  The God of peace welcomes us to worship this second Sunday in Advent as we come to 

worship in church or online. Peace existed in the beginning and God’s promise is that peace will reign 

secure at the end of time and beyond.  Throughout history we have seen, in part, God’s message of peace 

to the world. The prophet Malachi has God saying, (Malachi 3:1), “I will send my messenger to prepare 

the way for me.  The Lord you are looking for will suddenly come to His temple. The messenger you 

long to see will come and proclaim my covenant”. 

We come to worship the One who brings us HOPE of the PEACE filled life starting in the present, yet to 

be fulfilled in the future. 

 

 HYMN 257  Singing we gladly    

 Refrain [sung twice] :  

   Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together. 

   Singing, we gladly worship the Lord. 

   Those who are travelling the road of life 

   sow seeds of peace and love. 

  1  Come, bringing hope into a world of fear, 

  a world which is burdened down with dread, 

  a world which is yearning for a greater love 

  but needs to be shown the true way. 

  2  Come, bringing joyfully in both your hands 

  some kindling to light the path of peace, 

  some hope that there is a more human world 

  where justice and truth will be born. 

  3  Whenever hatefulness and violence 

  are banished for ever from our hearts, 

  then will the world believe the day is near 

  when sadness and pain shall find their end. 

Guatemalan traditional  

English version by Christine Carson (b.1965) 

And John L. Bell (b. 1949) 

 

ADVENT CANDLE 2  Peace 
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READER:   Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ. 

ALL:    More and more candles, more and more light, as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of    

                         the World. 

READER:  God of Promise, come into our darkness. 

ALL:   Renew your hope and your peace in us. 

Light the candle of hope and peace 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

God of the cosmos, God of the humdrum, be with us today.  Share our gladness, inspire our talking and 

listening. Enjoy our laughter and vision. May Your irrepressible, adventurous Spirit be in us today and 

everyday as we journey towards all that You call us to be.  

God of peace, in the tumult of our world, still our hearts, our minds our souls; quieten us in Your 

Presence to experience the love You have for us, the peace You long to share with us.  Your fatherly love 

seen through creation and You calling us Your children, Your Saving love through Jesus, our brother, our 

Master and friend’s life, death and resurrection, Your continuous love guiding our paths through Your 

Holy Spirit.  Come Lord God, come.  We praise You for your nearness yet un-knowability.  We praise 

you for the times we see you clearly and for the times when in mystery You absent Yourself.  As the 

Psalmist cried out in the times of his darkness, yet remained trusting in You, we in faith put ourselves in 

Your care and protection once more. 

Forgive us when we are so often led astray.  Forgive us when we are tempted to lead others astray, both 

consciously and unconsciously. As we turn once more to You remind us we are forgiven people.  Make 

us willing to go into our world to share the peace You offer.  As a token of our willingness to do that we 

give You our offering of time, talent and money. Use them to bring You glory.  In Jesus’ name we pray 

saying together the prayer He taught, Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING       Luke 3:1-6                                                                                  Read by Ethel Lynn 

The Preaching of John the Baptist 

3 It was the fifteenth year of the rule of Emperor Tiberius; Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod 

was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip was ruler of the territory of Iturea and Trachonitis; Lysanias 

was ruler of Abilene, 2 and Annas and Caiaphas were High Priests. At that time the word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3 So John went throughout the whole territory of the Jordan River, 
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preaching, “Turn away from your sins and be baptized, and God will forgive your sins.” 4 As it is written 

in the book of the prophet Isaiah: 

“Someone is shouting in the desert: 

    ‘Get the road ready for the Lord; 

    make a straight path for him to travel! 

5 Every valley must be filled up, 

    every hill and mountain leveled off. 

The winding roads must be made straight, 

    and the rough paths made smooth. 

6 The whole human race will see God's salvation!’” 

 

HYMN 279 Make way, make way 

 

1. Make way, make way, for Christ the King 

In splendour arrives; 

Fling wide the gates and welcome him  

into your lives. 

May way, make way, for the King of kings;  

make way, make way, and let his kingdom in. 

 

2. He comes the broken hearts to heal, 

The prisoners to free; 

The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 

the blind shall see. 

 

3. And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 

Who weep and sigh, 

With laughter, joy, and royal crown 

He’ll beautify. 

 

4. We call you now to worship him 

As Lord of all, 

To have no gods before him, 

Their thrones must fall! 

Graham Kendrick (b.1950) 
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VIDEO   Peace.  Hebrew: Shalom, Greek: Eirene.  Complete, whole.  

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/shalom-peace/ 

 

Bible Verses used.  Take time to ponder these.  Stop at ones which resonate with you and ask The Holy 

Spirit to guide your thinking and your emotions. 

 

Joshua 8:31 Make an altar of shalom (uncut) stone. 

 

Job 5:24 You will know your tents are (shalom) complete when nothing is missing 

 

Exodus 22:4 He must pay for what he stole. If he owns nothing, he shall be sold as a slave to pay for 

what he has stolen. If the stolen animal, whether a cow, a donkey, or a sheep, is found alive in his 

possession, he shall pay two for one. “If a thief is caught breaking into a house at night and is killed, 

the one who killed him is not guilty of murder. But if it happens during the day, he is guilty of murder. 

(complete repayment) 

 

Proverbs 16:7 When you please the LORD, you can make  your enemies into friends. (peace) 

 

1 Kings 9:5 25 Three times a year Solomon offered burnt offerings and fellowship offerings on the altar 

he had built to the LORD. He also burned incense[a] to the LORD. And so he finished (completed) 

building the Temple. 

 

Isaiah 9:5-6 He will be called price of Shalom (peace) and there will be no end of Shalom (peace). 

 

John 14:27 “My peace I give to you all,” says Jesus  

 

Romans 5:1 We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus  

 

Ephesians 2:14-15Jesus Himself is our eirene (peace) 

Colossians 1:19-20 Jesus reconciled all things in heaven and earth, making peace through the blood of 

His cross 

 

Humility, patience, love: key words in creating peace. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                    Anne Bethune                                                                     

Prayers for others 5/12/21 

Heavenly Father, we bring to you our prayers for others. 

We pray for your peace  

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/shalom-peace/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+9%3A25&version=GNT#fen-GNT-8669a
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wherever there is hatred or despair, hurt or doubt, darkness or sadness. 

 

In the silence, we think of situations known to us,  

in our families, our circle of friends and neighbours  

or in our churches and communities. 

(Silence) 

Jesus, Prince of Peace, we ask you to heal all that has been broken. 

Where we can be a channel of your peace,  

please give us the wisdom and the courage to speak words of healing and of hope,  

and surprise others with random acts of kindness, in your name. 

 

In the silence, we think of places in the wider world where there is no peace, 

where people flee from war or violence or hunger or other climate related disasters. 

(Silence) 

Jesus, Prince of Peace, we ask you to be present in those places,  

through agencies and individuals  

working to bring shalom and freedom from fear. 

Please motivate those with power to use their influence for good 

and not for personal gain. 

Please help us all to work together for each other’s benefit. 

 

In the silence, we come to you with our own selves, 

thanking you when we experience joy, hope, faith and love, 

asking for your peace when we are troubled or afraid, hurting or broken. 

(Silence) 

Heavenly Father, help us to know deep within  

that we are loved and accepted by you. 

Help us to know your peace and the wholeness you alone can bring 

in Jesus’ name, 

Amen 

 

HYMN 527 Lord make us servants of your peace 

1. Lord, make us servants of your peace; 

Where there is hate, may we sow love; 

Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 
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2. Where all I doubt, may we sow faith; 

Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 

Where all is night, may we sow light; 

Where al is tears, may we sow joy. 

 

3. Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 

To be consoled, but to console, 

Not look to understanding hearts, 

But look for hearts to understand. 

 

4. May we not look for love’s return, 

But seek to love unselfishly, 

For in our giving we receive, 

And in forgiving are forgiven. 

 

5. Dying, we live, and are reborn 

Through death’s dark night to endless day; 

Lord, make us servants of your peace 

To wake at last in heaven’s light. 

James Quinn (b.1919) 

 

Ashkirk/Selkirk            The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Jesus, the One on whom we wait in hope came fulfilling the promise of God found in the prophets.  Jesus, 

the One on whom we wait in hope as He promises to return once more to bring us into His presence 

forever.  Jesus, the One we meet with now through bread and wine, the meal He gave us to remember 

Him till He comes again. Let us remind ourselves of that promise as we find it in Mark’s gospel Chapter 

14:22  While they were eating, Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a prayer of thanks, broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples. “Take it,” he said, “this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, gave thanks to God, and 

handed it to them; and they all drank from it. 24 Jesus said, “This is my blood which is poured out for 

many, my blood which seals God's covenant. 25 I tell you, I will never again drink this wine until the 

day I drink the new wine in the Kingdom of God.” 26 Then they sang a hymn and went out to the 

Mount of Olives. 

 

As Jesus gave thanks to God let us follow His example Let us pray. 
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Father, Son and Spirit you who were all there at the Creation of our World, when time came into being 

we praise you. 

Father, Son and Spirit you who were there as Jesus came into our world at a specific time to show us your 

way of living your way of loving.  We bring you our praise. 

Father, Son and Spirit you who promise to be there when time is no more, we bring you our praise and 

place our hope in your love being with us forever, bringing the hope of peace, shalom to us and our 

world. 

Be to us oh God like living bread for starving folk, like the warmth of the crust and the taste of the crumb; 

giving us strength for our living and Spirit for our loving.  We worship you who are the bread of life 

physically and spiritually.  

Be to us oh God like living water for thirsty folk.  You, who turned water into wine at the wedding in 

Cana. You are the fulfilment of our deepest yearnings, the longing of our very soul. Come satisfy us now 

we plead as we eat and drink to remember your death, your resurrection and the hope of your coming 

again in order to bring us into your loving presence forever.  In your name we pray Amen 

After giving thanks Jesus took bread, broke it and said, “This is my body broken for you.” 

With this bread we will remember Him, Son of God broken and suffering, for our guilt, innocent offering 

as we eat we will remember him.  Eat bread 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine saying, “This is my blood, shed for the forgiveness of your 

sins.”  As you drink remember Him.  

With this wine we will remember him, on the cross, paying the price of sin, blood of Christ cleansing us 

deep within, as we drink we will remember Him   drink wine 

 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 

 

Let us pray. Lord Jesus your peace invades our lives and we thank you for it.  Your death has brought us 

forgiveness, Your resurrection brings us hope, Your presence with us day by day brings us strength, 

power, comfort and challenge.  May we go from here knowing that You have called us to meet with You 

and now You send us to meet with others, transforming their lives by Your presence in our lives.  In Your 

name we pray, Amen 

Ettrick & Yarrow   Meditation on Peace. 

Taken from 

 https://www.theologyofwork.org/the-high-calling/daily-reflection/advent-reflection-peace  

 

 “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” Luke 2:14 

https://www.theologyofwork.org/the-high-calling/daily-reflection/advent-reflection-peace
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/Luke%202.14
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During the holiday season, we often encounter the phrase “Peace on Earth.” It shows up in popular songs 

such as “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.” It appears on banners and Christmas cards. And, of course, 

we hear it read in church as part of the nativity story in Luke. 

On the night Jesus was born in Bethlehem, an angel appeared to shepherds who were watching their 

sheep in the nearby fields. The angel announced the birth of the Saviour, the Messiah. The angel told 

the shepherds that they would find the baby in a manger, a feed trough for animals, of all places. All of 

a sudden, a multitude of angels gathered, praising God with these now famous words: “Glory to God in 

highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased” (2:14). 

 

Notice that the angels celebrate peace on earth. At first, this sounds a bit different from the peace that we 

so often associate with Jesus: peace between us and God, peace in our hearts. Indeed, through the saving 

work of Christ, we can have peace with God, and we can experience the peace “which exceeds anything 

we can understand” (Phil. 4:7). 

Yet Christ came to bring more expansive and inclusive peace. His mission was to establish 

the shalom of God. This is more than inner peace. It is more than the cessation of war. It is even more 

than reconciliation between us and God. The peace of Christ includes all of these and more. It envisions a 

cosmos governed by God in which all relationships are fully loving and just. This shalom is centred in a 

right relationship with God, and it touches everything else in life. 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, may we enjoy the peace we have with God through Christ. 

And may we be given a foretaste of the peace on earth that is yet to come. 

 

HYMN 702 Lord in love and perfect wisdom 

1. Lord, in love and perfect wisdom 

Times and seasons you arrange, 

Working out your changeless purpose 

In a world of ceaseless change; 

You have formed our ancient nation, 

Guiding it through all days, 

To unfold in it your purpose 

To your glory and your praise. 

 

2. To our shores remote, benighted, 

Barrier of the western waves, 

Tidings in your love you sent us, 

Tidings of the cross that saves, 

Saints and heroes strove and suffered 

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/Phil.%204.7
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/series/seeking-the-peace-of-christ-christianity-and-peacemaking/
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Here your gospel to proclaim; 

We, the heirs of their endeavour, 

Tell the honour of their name. 

 

3. You maintain your ageless purpose 

Every change and chance above; 

Still your holy Church is bearing 

Witness to your changeless love. 

Grant us vision, Lord, and courage 

To fulfil your work begun; 

In the Church and in the nation, 

King of kings, your will be done. 

Timothy Rees (1874 – 1939) 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

The love and light of God scatter the darkness from before you and guide your feet into the way of 

peace.  God knowing the peace filled Presence of Almighty God; Father, Son and Spirit in your life 

today and every day Amen. 


