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 Sunday 12th December 2021   Selkirk Parish Church 

Advent 3: Joy.      Gift Service 

WELCOME 

• Today, Margaret is leading worship up the valleys.  Unfortunately, due to increasing COVID risks, 
Selkirk Silver Band are unable to join us  today as we celebrate the 3rd Sunday in Advent.  

• Gifts for children go under the Christmas Tree (unwrapped) and gifts for adults (wrapped and 
labelled) can be put in the advent banner, on your way out at the end of the service. 

• As usual, at the end of the service, you will be guided out by our welcome team. Please don’t rush 
away, but join us in the hall for coffee and chat  

• Taking part this morning:  with myself 

o Elissa Jones with the prayer for others 

o Jane Telfer from Broadmeadows has recorded our bible readings 

• Each hymn will start unannounced – just follow the words (if you need them) on the screen – if you 
can’t see the screen, please move closer to the centre 

 

ADVENT CANDLE 3   Joy 

The Advent wreath has four candles - one is lit each Sunday of the four weeks leading up to Christmas - 
Advent. Each candle represents a new focus and time of reflection. The third week of Advent is the 
candle of joy. Also known as the "shepherd candle", it is in this third week of advent that we rejoice for 
the coming King. The shepherds experienced joy at the good news of the birth of the Messiah. 

That joy that flooded the hearts of the shepherds, the angels, the wise men and Mary and Joseph is the 
joy that still has the power to overwhelm our hearts with rejoicing today.  

Please respond with the words on the screen. 

READER:   Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ. 
ALL:    More and more candles, more and more light, as we watch and wait for   
  Jesus, the Light of  the World. 

READER:  God of Promise, come into our darkness. 
ALL:   Renew your hope, your peace and your joy in us. 

Light the candle of hope, peace, joy 

 

Carol 1:  Hark the glad sound the Saviour comes 

Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, The Saviour promised long; 

Let every heart exult with joy, And every voice be song! 

 

He comes, the prisoners to relieve, In Satan’s bondage held; 

The gates of brass before him burst, The iron fetters yield. 

 

He comes, the broken hearts to bind, The bleeding souls to cure; 

And with the treasures of his grace To enrich the humble poor. 
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The sacred year has now revolved, Accepted of the Lord, 

When heaven’s high promise is fulfilled, And Israel is restored. 

 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim; 

And heaven’s exalted arches ring With thy most honoured Name 

 

PRAYER of approach 

Heavenly Father, 

Today we meet together to celebrate the joy of Christmas.   

2000 years ago, you appeared as a bundle of joy . 

Although you were brought into the world by a teenage mother, in a country occupied by foreign 
soldiers, it was announced with a burst of joyful singing by a “multitude of the heavenly host”. 

And so it is that your advent- your coming into our world - brings us hope despite our despair, peace 
despite our anxiety, and joy despite our struggles and pain.  Come, Lord Jesus.  Fill us with your joy 
today. 

Amen. 

 

Carol 2:  O little town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King and peace to all the earth. 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, 
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 

READINGS   (Reader: Jane Telfer, Ettrick and Yarrow) 

Zephaniah 3: 14-17   

Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! 
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away your punishment,  he has turned back your enemy. 
The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. 
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On that day they will say to Jerusalem, 
“Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. 
The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with 
singing.”        

Philippians 4: 4-7                             

May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord. I say it again: rejoice! 

Show a gentle attitude toward everyone. The Lord is coming soon.  Don't worry about anything, but in 
all your prayers ask God for what you need, always asking him with a thankful heart.  And God's peace, 
which is far beyond human understanding, will keep your hearts and minds safe in union with Christ 
Jesus                                                                                                   

Carol 3  See, in yonder manger low 

1. See in yonder manger low, Born for us on earth below, 
See the tender Lamb appears, Promised from eternal years. 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn; Hail redemption’s happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem: "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

2. Lo, within a manger lies He who built the starry skies, 
He who, throned in height sublime, Sits amid the cherubim. 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn; Hail redemption’s happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem: "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

3. Sacred Infant, all divine, What a tender love was Thine, 
Thus to come from highest bliss Down to such a world as this. 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn; Hail redemption’s happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem: "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

REFLECTION    Joy! 

Here we are at week 3 of Advent – already! 

In week 1, we lit the candle of … (anyone remember?) HOPE.   

Do you remember the 3 words?  Yahkal, Quavah and Elpis! 

Not optimism, but choosing hope, based on God’s promises and his goodness, even when things seem 
bleak and hopeless.   And we sure need some of that today! 

In week 2, we lit the candle of  …. PEACE.  Shalom, wholeness. 

God offers to put our lives back together when they are broken, and we pray for the day (as we shall 
sing shortly) “when peace shall over all the world its ancient splendours fling” 

Today, we lit the 3rd candle – the candle of joy. 

So, what makes you joyful? What brings you joy? 

(discuss) 

I was walking through the Haining one day last month, when the low sun was shining through the 
autumn leaves, and I almost shouted out for joy! 

I guess some of you mentioned the beauty of the world; probably seeing your children or grandchildren; 
achieving a goal of some sort;  hearing music…  
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It probably comes as a surprise to some folk that the Bible is full of joy, too.  The words “joy” or “joyful” 
occur 246 times in the bible!  So, let’s watch this week’s video on Joy to learn a little about that. 

 

VIDEO:   Joy.  https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/chara-joy/ 

 

“Christian joy is a profound decision of faith and hope in the power of Jesus’ own life and love, and that 
is what biblical joy is all about.  The joy of faith.  Joy in the Lord”. 

It’s not a simplistic being happy, but based on having our Hope in God’s words and character, knowing 
the deep peace of God’s forgiveness, and looking for satisfaction in the right places. 

Recently, looking through some of my Dad’s papers, I found notes of a talk he gave to the WRI many 
years ago.  (no, legible handwriting was NOT one of his strong points!) 

He was reflecting back on a 5 month spell he had spent on North Uist in the Outer Hebrides 25 years 
earlier, working with the legendary Dr. McLeod, and he always had a hankering to go back there: 

25 years have slid by, YET “the tangle of the isles” - the strange call of the isles -  has never quite 
died. 

Dr. MacLeod must be over 75.  Someday, I shall (see advertised) “Practice Vacancy - Isle of 
North Uist”. What will my feelings be? 

Then I remember:  it is not the place you live in that makes you content.  It is not money or 
things you have.  It is not even good health.  “Peace of mind” I have found only comes from 
being right with God and looking to Him for strength each day” 

This is the secret of knowing true, deep, lasting joy, whatever life throws our way. 

And one final thought:  did you hear it in our reading from Zephaniah?  One of the most amazing 
statements in the whole bible: 

He will take great delight in you; he will rejoice over you with singing! 

What fills God with joy?  You do!  Imagine that! 

 

Carol 4. It came upon the midnight clear. 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,  
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:  
"Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven's all-gracious King."  
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.  

2 Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled,  
and still their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world;  
above its sad and lowly plains, they bend on hovering wing,  
and ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.  

4 For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old,  
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold  
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,  
and the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 
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Prayers for others  (Elissa Jones) 

Let us share in our prayers for others. 

Heavenly Father ,as we approach Christmas, we are daily made more and more aware of Your world in 
crisis. 

We say and sing the words ‘Peace on earth’ as we hold in our hearts all the parts of the world where 
there is no Peace. In countries far from our shores where leaders seek to gain power over surrounding 
lands and trample on the needs of their own populations. This Christmas time help us to keep them 
constantly in our hearts and prayers as we watch the news broadcasts. Keep us steadfast in our hope 
that Angels will bend towards the Earth and their message of Peace may be heard even by the hardest 
of hearts. 

In our own country we see and hear the busy noise and bustle of Christmas – it is our hope that this year 
we are able to safely celebrate with friends and family. 

Heavenly Father - Help us to hear the message loud and clear that, until the whole world is safe from 
Covid 19, then none of us is safe.  

We pray for better distribution of the vaccines that have so marvellously been discovered.  

We are so fortunate to live where we do - help us to maintain pressure on our leaders to show wisdom 
in the funding of vaccines throughout the world.  

Let us all make time to hear the angels sing. 

Heavenly Father, we pray for all the families represented here today.  

We remember those for whom Christmas is a time of anxiety and sorrow.  

Be with them and bring your sustaining comfort and show us how to be supporting and loving, so 
despite their aching hearts, they will hear the angels sing. 

May this Christmas be a time of shared love and joy between everyone we meet.  When we say - Merry 
Christmas - may that greeting be heartfelt and be shared generously. 

Heavenly Father, help each of us to be the bringers of peace in our families, the builders of Hope and 
the sharers of Joy here and everywhere we go in the coming days. Help each of us to find the moments 
to stop and listen as the angels sing. 

All these prayers are brought in the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen    

 

Carol 5  Joy to the world 

 
Joy to the world, the Lord has come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 
 
Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns 
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
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He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love 
 

As we leave, let’s bless each other by saying together: 

 

May the Holy Spirit fill our whole beings 

so that we walk the way of love, joy and peace, 

glorifying God in our lives. 

 

May the blessing of God 

Father, Son and Spirit 

be ours, today and every day. 

Amen 


