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 Sunday  12th  December Advent 3 JOY 
  
WELCOME The God of joy welcomes us to worship this morning as we gather in person and online.  

Here the words of the prophet Zephaniah 3:15,17 Sing and shout for joy, people of Israel.  Rejoice with 

all your heart Jerusalem.  The Lord has ended your punishment, he has removed all your enemies.  

The Lord Your God is with you His power gives you victory.  The Lord will take delight in you and in 

His love He will give you new life.  (Lord will take great delight in you and rejoice over you with 

singing.)  
 

ADVENT CANDLE 1   Joy 

READER:   Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ. 

ALL:    More and more candles, more and more light, as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of    

                         the World. 

READER:  God of Promise, come into our darkness. 

ALL:   Renew your hope, your peace and your joy in us. 

Light the candle of hope, peace, joy 
 

HYMN 257  Singing we gladly 

Singing, we gladly  

worship the Lord together. 

Singing, we gladly  

worship the Lord. 

Those who are travelling  

the road of life, 

sow seeds of peace and love. 

(repeat) 

 

Come, bringing hope into a  

world of fear, 

a world which is burdened down with dread, 

a world which is yearning for a greater love,  

but needs to be shown the true  

way. 

 

Singing, we gladly  
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worship the Lord together. 

Singing, we gladly  

worship the Lord. 

Those who are travelling  

the road of life, 

sow seeds of peace and love. 

(repeat) 

 

Come, bringing joyfully  

in both your hands 

some kindling to light  

the path of peace, 

some hope that there is a  

more human world 

where justice and truth will be 

born. 

 

Singing, we gladly  

worship the Lord together. 

Singing, we gladly  

worship the Lord. 

Those who are travelling  

the road of life, 

sow seeds of peace and love. 

(repeat) 

 

Whenever hatefulness and 

violence are banished for ever from our hearts, 

then will the world believe  

the day is near 

when sadness and pain  

shall find their end. 

 

Singing, we gladly  
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worship the Lord together. 

Singing, we gladly  

worship the Lord. 

Those who are travelling  

the road of life, 

sow seeds of peace and love. 
Guatemalan traditional 
English version by: Christine Carson (b. 1965) and John L. Bell (b. 1949) 
 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Lord Jesus Christ we rejoice today that You came in fulfilment of age old prophecy, vindicating at last the 

long held expectations of your people.  After so many years of frustrated hopes, so many false dawns and 

disappointment You came and dwelt among us the Prince of Peace, the promised Messiah, Son of David, 

son of man, son of God.  You have shown us that what God promises shall be accomplished. That brings 

us the hope of Your coming again one day to bring us all into Your closer presence where we will 

experience the light of Your pure love forever. 

God of many names, yet Lord of all, we come together here to worship you. In the midst of the cut and 

thrust of daily life, the competition for time and space, in the midst of competing elements for our leisure 

time, in the midst of all that we are going through, we come here to worship adn rejoice in Your Presence. 

We come to change our focus; to put you first.  

Silence  

May the words which we hear today, the worship we offer and the events we remember teach us to trust 

You completely, knowing that whatever else may happen Your saving purpose will be fulfilled.  Forgive 

us when we relegate You; when we choose our way over Your way, when we do a deal with the world, to 

make life easier. We confess our waywardness and our wilfulness…  

Silence  

God of love, You offer us forgiveness. You wait on us, ready to welcome us again. Heal, restore and 

challenge us today.  May we bring our lives into sync with our words and be the people You would have 

us be as we allow Your Spirit to control our lives. This we pray, in Jesus name, who taught us to pray… 

Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as 

it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory forever. 

Amen 
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READING              Philippians 4: 4-7                            Reader Jane Telfer (Ettrick and Yarrow) 

4 May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord. I say it again: rejoice! 

5 Show a gentle attitude toward everyone. The Lord is coming soon. 6 Don't worry about anything, but in 

all your prayers ask God for what you need, always asking him with a thankful heart. 7 And God's peace, 

which is far beyond human understanding, will keep your hearts and minds safe in union with Christ 

Jesus                                                                                                   

 HYMN 543  Longing for light 

Longing for light we wait in darkness 

Longing for truth we turn to you 

Make us your own your holy people 

Light for the world to see 

 

Christ be our light!  

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness 

Christ be our light!  

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace our world is troubled 

Longing for hope many despair 

Your word alone has power to save us 

Make us your living voice  

Christ be our light . . . 

 

Longing for food many are hungry 

Longing for water many still thirst 

Make us your bread broken for others 

Shared until all are fed  

Christ be our light . . . 

 

Longing for shelter many are homeless.  

Longing for warmth many are cold 

Make us your building sheltering others 



 

CCLI: (A)  600239, (E&Y) 634212, (S) 27185  One License hymns reprinted with permission under: (A) A738334,  (E&Y) A 738278. (S) 

A-738322 All rights reserved.  

 

Wall made of living stone  

Christ be our light . . . 

 

Many the gifts many the people  

Many the hearts that yearn to belong 

Let us be servants to one another  

Making your kingdom come  

Christ be our light . . . 
 

REFLECTION   VIDEO   JOY 

Verses used in Video 

Psalm 65:11-12 11 What a rich harvest your goodness provides!    Wherever you go there is plenty. 
12 The pastures are filled with flocks;    the hillsides are full of joy. 
 

Psalm 104:15 Wine makes people’s hearts joyful 

Jeremiah 33:11 the shouts of gladness and joy and the happy sounds of wedding feasts. You will hear 
people sing as they bring thank offerings to my Temple; they will say, ‘Give thanks to 
the LORD Almighty, because he is good and his love is eternal.’ 

Proverbs 23:24-254 The father of a righteous child has great joy;   a man who fathers a wise son 
rejoices in him. 25 May your father and mother rejoice;     may she who gave you birth be joyful! 

Joy is an attitude of heart that God’s people adopt, not dependant on circumstances which may be dark, 

corrupted by our own selfishness, marked by death and loss, but because of God’s love and promise. 

For instance the Israelites rejoiced in God’s love when Moses led them out of Egypt under God’s 

command.  They rejoiced while they were still in the desert places did in the past. 

Psalm 105:43  . Those redeemed by the Lord will return to Zion with glad shouts, eternal JOY 

crowning their heads. Happiness and JOY will overtake them 

When Jesus’ birth was announced it was  

Luke 2: 10  Good news that brings great JOY 

Luke 10:21  Jesus rejoiced and gave thanks to God His Father when he announced the kingdom of 

God  

Matthew 5:12 He taught His followers JOY in the wilderness when He said, “When people reject and 

persecute you for following me rejoice and be glad for your reward is great in heaven.” 

 

Acts 13:52 Early Christians were known for being full of JOY even when they were being persecuted 
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Philippians 1:25 and 3:1 Paul believed that joy was a gift of God’s Spirit so in prison he chose to have 

the JOY of faith and have JOY in the Lord.  
 

Believing that Jesus’ Presence is with you inspires hope in the midst of hardship. This doesn’t mean 

ignoring the pain and distress that hardship and loss brings. Rather Paul says it is 

1 Corinthians 6:10  “being full of sorrow, yet rejoicing. 

Joy for the Christian then is an act of will not necessarily and emotion.  We choose to invite God’s Spirit 

to bring us joy even in the depths of our hardships and sorrows.  Jesus’ death and resurrection bring JOY 

to those who believe in Him, bringing the promise of new life both in the present through His Spirit and 

in the future when we will see God face to face bringing joy to our lives forever. 
 

HYMN 277  Hark the glad sound the Saviour comes 

Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, 

The Saviour promised long; 

Let every heart exult with joy, 

And every voice be song! 

 

He comes, the prisoners to relieve, 

In Satan’s bondage held; 

The gates of brass before him burst, 

The iron fetters yield. 

 

He comes, the broken hearts to bind, 

The bleeding souls to cure; 

And with the treasures of his grace 

To enrich the humble poor. 

 

The sacred year has now revolved, 

Accepted of the Lord, 

When heaven’s high promise is fulfilled, 

And Israel is restored. 

 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

Thy welcome shall proclaim; 

And heaven’s exalted arches ring 

With thy most honoured Name 
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                       Elissa Jones 

From The Greenheart of the Snowdrop by Kate McIIhagga 

From the chapter – Open the stable door. 

 

Come Christmas God 

 

When it’s cold and wet 

And we long for the light 

Come Christmas. 

 

Come to bring warmth and joy 

To innkeepers and travellers, 

to shepherds and kings; 

Come to bring hope and peace 

to refugees and security forces; 

Come to comfort the lonely 

and wipe the tear from the cheek 

of those who are sad. 

 

Immanuel – God with us, 

let your light shine 

into the dark recesses 

of our minds and our cities, 

Let your warmth 

bring forth harvests of joy. 

Let your peace  

enter the hearts  

of those who struggle and plot 

for power and advantage over others. 

 

Come, Christmas God 

Christ-child of Bethlehem, 

Spirit of wonder, 

be born in us and your world 

once more 
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that joy may be shared  

peace proclaimed 

and love abound. 

 

Amen  

 

Ettrick and Yarrow The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Jesus, the One on whom we wait in hope came fulfilling the promise of God found in the prophets.  Jesus, 

the One on whom we wait in hope as He promises to return once more to bring us into His presence 

forever.  Jesus, the One we meet with now through bread and wine, the meal He gave us to remember 

Him till He comes again. Let us remind ourselves of that promise as we find it in Mark’s gospel Chapter 

14  2 While they were eating, Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a prayer of thanks, broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples. “Take it,” he said, “this is my body.” 23 Then he took a cup, gave thanks to God, and 

handed it to them; and they all drank from it. 24 Jesus said, “This is my blood which is poured out for 

many, my blood which seals God's covenant. 25 I tell you, I will never again drink this wine until the 

day I drink the new wine in the Kingdom of God.” 26 Then they sang a hymn and went out to the 

Mount of Olives. 

As Jesus gave thanks to God let us follow His example Let us pray. 

Living Lord open our minds to a new understanding of your wonderful Word which is such a mystery but 

is the root of our faith.  We praise you for parents down through the millennia who have told of Your 

love, for the children who have responded, giving us here in 2021 the opportunity to rejoice in the story of 

Your love.  We bring You our praise Father God for the fatherly love which embraces us in joy, allowing 

us to choose joy for ourselves. 

We rejoice in Your Son Jesus our Lord who chose the way of pain and suffering that we might know 

Your joy in our lives.  Thank you for this meal that He gave reminding us of Your willingness to be in our 

lives as we turn to Him seeking forgiveness for all that is wrong in our lives. Thank You for the freedom 

You offer us through Your Spirit within. 

Holy Spirit, gift of Christ come among us and bless this bread which we take and break, remembering 

how Jesus gave His life for us.  Holy Spirit gift of Christ, remain among us, blessing thi sucp as we 

remember how Your love was poured out for us. 

 

HYMN Spirit of the Living god (Communion) 

Spirit of the Living God move among us now.   

Make us one in heart and mind through our bread and wine;  

Taking, breaking, blessing sharing  
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Spirit of the Living God bless our bread and wine. 
 

Draw near with faith.  Be strengthened by the life of our Lord Jesus Christ who was born in a stable to be 

the living bread, dying on a cross having poured out His love so we may drink from God’s cup of 

forgiveness. Eat and drink. Take Him into your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

After giving thanks Jesus took bread, broke it and said, “This is my body broken for you.” 

As you take bread hold it in prayer and remember who the body of Jesus was born, lived and was broken 

for you...    As you eat remember Him 

 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine saying, “This is my blood, shed for the forgiveness of your 

sins.”  As you drink remember Him.  

As you take the cup, hold it in prayer and remember how Jesus poured out His love for you and meets 

your needs when He lives in your heart.  As you drink remember Him 

 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 

PRAYER Thank you for bread and wine through which we have remembered Your life, Your love and all 

You taught .  May we now be filled with Your Living Word.  Build a stable in my body, place a manger 

in my heart.  Fill it with Your love as if it were a new born child. Amen 

 

Ashkirk and Selkirk Meditation on Joy 
Joy dwells with God  - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

Joy belongs not only to those who have been called home, but also to the living, and no one shall take it 

from us.  We are one with them in this joy, but never in sorrow.  How shall we be able to help those who 

have become joyless and fearful unless we ourselves are supported by courage and joy?  I don’t mean by 

this something fabricated, compelled but something given, free.  Joy dwells with God; it descends from 

Him and seizes spirit, soul and body and where this joy has grasped a man it grows greater, carries him 

away, opens closed doors.  There is a joy which knows nothing of sorrow, need and anxiety of the heart; 

it has no duration and it can only drug one for the moment. The joy of God has been through the poverty 

of the crib and the distress of the cross therefore it is insuperable, irrefutable. It does not deny the distress 

where it is, but finds God in the midst of it, indeed precisely there. it does not contest the most grievous 

sin, but finds forgiveness in just this way, it looks death in the face; yet finds life in death itself. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, True Patriotism William Collins 1965 page 189 

 

HYMN  320  Joy to the world 

Joy to the world the Lord is come  

Let earth receive her King 
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Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing  

And heaven and nature sing  

And heaven and heaven and nature sing 

 

Joy to the earth the Saviour reigns 

Let all their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders, wonders of His love 
 

BENEDICTION 

Rejoice in the Presence and power of God. Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  Know 

that the Lord is at hand.  Go knowing the intimate yet Almighty Presence of God bringing the blessing of 

His joy to your life today and every day. Amen  

 


