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 Sunday 19th December 2021 ADVENT 4 Love  

For Ashkirk and Selkirk – Ettrick and Yarrow has 9 lessons and carols as its service today. 
  
WELCOME  The greatest stories ever told begin with Once upon a time, a long time ago... The 

Christmas Story starts before the world began when God in His love decided to create our world and 

everything in it. Everything was perfect until we decided to go our own way – Edging God Out – our ego 

coming to the fore. God didn’t stop loving us and the story carried on when, as John the Gospel writer  

puts it, “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us!” (1:14). This is the age old story 

which we come to remember today – something that happened yes in history but something that is vital to 

living our lives today for God offers us the Gift of His Presence through His Holy Spirit.  May we know 

His love influencing our lives as we celebrate the birth of His Son in Bethlehem.  Welcome to this service 

today. 
 

 HYMN 304  O little Town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem 

How still we see you lie 

Above your deep and dreamless sleep  

The silent stars go by 

Yet in your streets shining 

The everlasting light 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in you tonight 

 

O morning stars together  

Proclaim the holy birth 

And praises sing to God the king  

And peace to all on earth 

For Christ is born of Mary 

And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep  

Their watch of wondering love 

 

How silently, how silently  

The wondrous gift is given 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of his heaven 
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No ear may hear his coming 

But in this world of sin 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

The dear Christ enters in. 

 

O Holy child of Bethlehem 

Descend to us we pray 

Cast out our sin and enter in 

Be born in us today 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell 

O come to us abide, with us 

Our Lord Emmanuel. 
Phillips Brooks (1835 – 1893) 

 

ADVENT RING     

READER: Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ. 

ALL:  More and more candles, more and more light, 

as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of the World. 

READER: God of Promise, come into our darkness. 

ALL:  Renew your hope, your peace, your joy, your love in us. 

Light the candles of hope, peace, joy and love 

 

HYMN 257  Singing we gladly 

Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together. 

Singing, we gladly worship the Lord. 

Those who are travelling the road of life, 

sow seeds of peace and love. 

(repeat) 

Come, bringing hope into a world of fear, 

a world which is burdened down with dread, 

a world which is yearning for a greater love,  

but needs to be shown the true way. 
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Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together. 

Singing, we gladly worship the Lord. 

Those who are travelling the road of life, 

sow seeds of peace and love. 

(repeat) 

 

Come, bringing joyfully in both your hands 

some kindling to light the path of peace, 

some hope that there is a more human world 

where justice and truth will be born. 

 

Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together. 

Singing, we gladly worship the Lord. 

Those who are travelling the road of life, 

sow seeds of peace and love. 

(repeat) 

 

Whenever hatefulness and violence are banished for ever from our hearts, 

then will the world believe the day is near 

when sadness and pain shall find their end. 

 

Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together. 

Singing, we gladly worship the Lord. 

Those who are travelling the road of life, 

sow seeds of peace and love. 

Guatemalan traditional 

English version by: Christine Carson (b. 1965) and John L. Bell (b. 1949) 
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PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION                                    Hot Chocolate Teens 

 

God who is love,         

We thank you God for all the things that give us joy - 

For the thrill of Gaming; on phones, computers and board games. 

For times spent with our families, who support us 

For the foods we enjoy, especially at Christmas time. 

 

We are sorry God - 

For sometimes gaming too much and getting annoyed, 

For sometimes arguing or fighting with family members and not doing enough chores 

For sometimes eating too much and not eating what’s good for us, 

 

Thank you Jesus that you know what it’s like to be in a family, to go to parties and to have fun, 

 

Please be especially with those people whose family life is difficult and who aren’t expecting much fun 

this Christmas, 

 

Help us to love each other as you love us, Amen 

 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 

READING            Micah 5:2-5a                                                               Read by Margaret Milne                                                                                                            

God Promises a Ruler from Bethlehem 
2 The Lord says, “Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are one of the smallest towns in Judah, but out of you I will 

bring a ruler for Israel, whose family line goes back to ancient times.” 
3 So the Lord will abandon his people to their enemies until the woman who is to give birth has her son. 

Then those Israelites who are in exile will be reunited with their own people. 4 When he comes, he will 

rule his people with the strength that comes from the Lord and with the majesty of the Lord God himself. 
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His people will live in safety because people all over the earth will acknowledge his greatness, 5 and he 

will bring peace. 

Deliverance and Punishment 

When the Assyrians invade our country and break through our defenses, we will send our strongest 

leaders to fight them. 

 

SONG  Old Macdonald had an inn! 

1. Old McDonald had an inn E-I-E-I-O 

And in that inn there was no room  E-I-E-I-O 

With a NO ROOM! here and a NO ROOM! there  

Here a NO!, there a NO! Everywhere a NO! NO!  

Old McDonald had an inn  E-I-E-I-O . 
 

2. Old McDonald had a barn  E-I-E-I-O 

And in that barn the babe was born E-I-E-I-O 

With a WAH-WAH! Here and a WAH-WAH! there  

Here a WAH!, there a WAH! Everywhere a WAH-WAH!  

Old McDonald had a barn E-I-E-I-O. 
 

3. Old McDonald had a fright E-I-E-I-O 

When shepherds turned up late at night  E-I-E-I-O 

With a BAH-BAH! Here and a BAH-BAH! there  

Here a BAH!, there a BAH! Everywhere a BAH-BAH!  

Old McDonald had a fright E-I-E-I-O. 
 

4. Old McDonald he was stunned E-I-E-I-O 

 The babe turned out to be God’s Son E-I-E-I-O 

With a PRAISE GOD! Here and a PRAISE GOD! there  

Here a PRAISE!, there a PRAISE! Everywhere a PRAISE GOD 

Old McDonald he was stunned E-I-E-I-O. 
 

5. Old McDonald wants to say  E-I-E-I-O 

Celebrate on Christmas Day E-I-E-I-O 

With a HOORAY! Here and a HOORAY! there  

Here a HOO!, there a HOO! Everywhere a HOORAY!  

Old McDonald wants to say E-I-E-I-O. 
Courtesy of the Rev Alan Sorenson 
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READING  Selkirk – Interactive Nativity reading with characters dressed up 

Ashkirk -   Matthew 1:18-25                                                         Read by Margaret Milne 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

18 This was how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before 

they were married, she found out that she was going to have a baby by the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph was a 

man who always did what was right, but he did not want to disgrace Mary publicly; so he made plans to 

break the engagement privately. 20 While he was thinking about this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 

in a dream and said, “Joseph, descendant of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to be your wife. For it is 

by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived. 21 She will have a son, and you will name him Jesus—because 

he will save his people from their sins.” 

22 Now all this happened in order to make come true what the Lord had said through the prophet, 23 “A 

virgin will become pregnant and have a son, and he will be called Immanuel” (which means, “God is with 

us”). 

24 So when Joseph woke up, he married Mary, as the angel of the Lord had told him to. 25 But he had no 

sexual relations with her before she gave birth to her son. And Joseph named him Jesus. 

 

HYMN 316 Love came down at Christmas 

Love came down at Christmas 

Love all lovely Love Divine 

Love was born at Christmas 

Star and angels gave the sign 

 

Worship we the Godhead 

Love Incarnate Love Divine 

Worship we our Jesus 

But wherewith for sacred sign 

 

Love shall be our token 

Love be yours and love be mine 

Love to God and all men 

Love for plea and gift and sign 
Christina Georgina Rosetti (1830-1894) 
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VIDEO :  

Selkirk The Christmas Poem (Bible Society) https://youtu.be/zD8FjeOYKgU 

Ashkirk            Love     https://youtu.be/slyevQ1LW7A 

Love your neighbour -  Hebrew - Avahah, Aramaic – Rakhmah, Greek – agape 

Early Christians didn’t look at dictionaries to define the concept of love. Rather they looked to the 

teachings of Jesus to see how He lived, how He showed love.  Jesus when asked about the most important 

commandment quoted Deuteronomy 6:5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart.   

He also quoted Leviticus 19:18 Love your neighbour as yourself  

Your love for God will be expressed by your love for other people. 

For Jesus agape love is not primarily a feeling for someone else.  Rather it is action – a choice that you 

make to keep the well being of people at the fore front of your mind without seeking anything in return. 

This is especially true for those that are difficult to get on with. Luke 6:35 Love your enemy says Jesus   

Jesus showed love for people who could give nothing in return.  

Jesus died for the selfishness and corruption of his enemies because He loved them.  After Easter morning 

his followers claimed that it was the power of God’s love that was revealed in Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection. 

Paul reminds us in Romans 5:8 God revealed His love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ 

died for us. 

Or the apostle John 1 John 4:9 God’s own agape love was revealed when He sent His one and only Son 

into the world, so that through Him we could have life.  That leads John to the conclusion, Beloved ones 

if that’s how God has loved us, then we ought to show love for one another. 
 

POINT TO PONDER    He Loves You! 

It’s amazing and incredible 

But it’s as true as it can be 

God loves and understands us all 

And that means YOU and ME – 

His grace is all sufficient 

For both the YOUNG and OLD 

For the lonely and the timid 

For the brash and for the bold – 

His love know no exceptions 

So never feel excluded 

No matter WHO or WHAT you are 

Your name has been included – 
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And no matter what your past has been, 

Trust God to understand, 

And no matter what your problem is 

Just place it in His Hand –  

For in all of our UNLOVELINESS 

This GREAT GOD LOVES US STILL, 

He loved us since the world began  

And what’s more, HE ALWAYS WILL. 
Helen Steiner Rice Remembering with Love © 1985The Helen Steiner Rice Foundation Hutchison page133 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                         Read by Susan White (Ettrick and Yarrow)                                                           

Lord God, at times we despair at the state of our world and the actions of many within it. 

Today we offer prayers for friend and stranger, those known and unknown to us.  We pray believing you 

will rekindle hope where it has been lost,  and living where there is mere life. 

 Among families and friends where there is strife and conflict bring reconciliation. 

Between countries and faiths who speak through bombs and bullets, send peace. 

To the refugee, forced from home and unsure of the future, give comfort. 

 For the abused and destitute, create a place of safety. 

We pray for the young people all over the world, who are fearful of the future because of what previous 

generations have done. 

We pray for those who are unwell, for the bereaved and the grieving. 

In silence we name those know to us who are in special need of Your strength and comfort. ----------------- 

We pray too for our Church community. Let us be the people who point to you, who attract others to 

Your kingdom and love without counting the cost. Lord all these things we pray in the name of Jesus. 

Amen 

 

HYMN   301 Hark the herald angels sing 

 
Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new born king 

Peace on earth and mercy mild  

God and sinners reconciled 

Joyful all ye nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic hosts proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem 
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Hark the Herald angels sing  

Glory to the newborn king 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored 

Christ the everlasting Lord 

Late in time behold Him come 

Offspring of a virgin’s womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail the Incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with man to dwell 

Jesus our Immanuel  

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn king 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Risen with healing in His wings 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn king 
Charles Wesly (1707 – 1877) 

 

BENEDICTION 

The power and the peace of the Presence of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit fill 

your life and your home. Go, knowing the joy of knowing and experiencing God’s transforming love 

today and everyday. Amen 

 


