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 Sunday 26th December 2021 Colossians 3:12-17 New clothes! 

  

WELCOME The writer to the Hebrews says, “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of 

what we do not see. (11:1) While secular Christmas goes on with its relentless up-speak, a Christian 

Christmas can get to the parts that “Merry Christmas” cannot reach. Technically, the difference is 

between optimism and hope. Optimism is generally fuelled by denial, a refusal to face the darkness. It’s a 

kind of holiday from reality. Hope, on the other hand, is a much more belligerent emotion. It stubbornly 

dwells in the darkness yet refuses to be beaten by it. (Giles Fraser in The Guardian).  Welcome to our 

hope filled, peace full, joyous service celebrating the love God has for us today and every day. 

 

ADVENT RING  The Christ Light 

READER: Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of Christ.  

ALL: More and more candles, more and more light, as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of the 

World. 

READER: God of Promise, we praise You for You have come into our darkness. 

ALL: Bringing your hope, your peace, your joy and your love to this your world. Lord Jesus in faith 

we worship you. 

 

 HYMN 331  Unto us a child is born     

1. Unto us a boy is born! 

King of all creation, 

Came he to a world forlorn, 

The Lord of every nation, 

The Lord of every nation. 

 

2. Cradled in a stall was he 

With sleepy cows and asses: 

And the very beasts could see 

That he all folk surpasses, 

That he all folk surpasses. 

 

3. Herod then with fear was filled: 

‘A Prince he said ‘in Jewry!’ 

All the little boys he killed 

At Bethl’em in his fury, 

At Bethl’em in his fury, 
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4. Now may Mary’s son, who came 

So long ago to love us, 

Lead us all with hearts aflame 

Unto the joys above us, 

Unto the joys above us. 

 

5. Omega and alpha he! 

Let the organ thunder, 

While we sing our songs with glee 

And rend the air asunder, 

And rend the air asunder. 

Latin, 15th century 

Translated Perscy Dearmer (1867-1936) 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

God of all things we praise You as the ‘All' – in all, through all and with all. 

We come to You in worship, help us to bring You our all – the good, the difficult, the broken, the 

weariness, the indifference, the passion, the hope, the hopelessness, the joy, the anger, the reality of our 

lives. 

We have waited through Advent, through dark days and expectant nights. 

We have declared Your presence at Christmas, in the highs and lows, the joys and pains. We look to You 

now, to gather us all together, to clothe us and to dwell in our hearts. 

Grow in us the desire to be Your kingdom builders, peace makers, psalm singers, justice bringers, 

creation carers, welcomers and forgivers. 

We praise Your name, in harmony with the angels and hosts, the whole of creation, from the beginning of 

time to the end and beyond.  You are to be worshipped and adored.  Glorious giving Father, Majestic 

manly Son, compassionate, challenging Spirit we bow before You in awe and wonder, our voices stilled 

at the wonder of Your eternal love available to all Your creation.  Forgive us when we fail to 

acknowledge Your love in our lives and the responsibility to share that with others.  Forgive us for 

forgetting the promises You have made to us to be with us.  Forgive us for not using the talents You have 

showered on us.   

Lord Jesus we are so thankful that from the tiny helpless baby You became the perfect man willing to die 

on the cross on our behalf.  Forgive us for taking You for granted.  Lord Jesus we confess You as the One 

who was raised from the dead by God’s Almighty power in order that we might live for You in peace, 

harmony, justice and fairness.  Holy Spirit come close to us now and help us seek the forgiveness of our 
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Father.  Let us hear His voice say Rise my child, go and sin no more knowing that I am with You to the 

end of time and beyond into eternity.  Thank You from the bottom of our hearts for that reassurance Lord 

Jesus.  In Your name we pray saying together the prayer You taught Our Father who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory For ever. Amen 

 

READING  Colossians 3:12-17 The Message                               Read by Barbara Usher (Ashkirk) 

 

So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you: compassion, 

kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, content with second place, quick to 

forgive an offence. Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you. And regardless of 

what else you put on, wear love. It’s your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without it. 15-17 Let the 

peace of Christ keep you in tune with each other, in step with each other. None of this going off and 

doing your own thing. And cultivate thankfulness. Let the Word of Christ—the Message—have the run 

of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives. Instruct and direct one another using good common 

sense. And sing, sing your hearts out to God! Let every detail in your lives—words, actions, whatever—

be done in the name of the Master, Jesus, thanking God the Father every step of the way. 

 

HYMN 296 While humble shepherds watched their sheep. 

 

1. While humble shepherds watched their flocks 

In Bethlehem’s plains by night, 

An angel sent from heaven appeared, 

And filled the plains with light. 

 

2. ‘Fear not’ he said, for sudden dread 

Had seized their troubled mind; 

‘Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

To you and all mankind. 

 

3. ‘To you in David’s town, this day, 

Is born of David’s line, 

The Saviour, how is Christ the Lord; 

And this shall be the sign: 
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4. The heavenly babe you there shall find 

To human view displayed, 

All meanly wrapped in swathing-bands 

And in a manger laid’. 

 

5. Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 

Appeared a shining throng 

Of angels praising God, and thus 

Addressed their joyful song 

 

6. ‘All glory be to God on high, 

And to the earth be peace; 

Good will is shown by heaven to men 

And never more shall cease’. 

Scottish Paraphrases, 1781 

St Luke 2:8-14 

 

 

REFLECTION Part 1 Boxing Day! 

Phew!  That’s it for another year!  Let’s recycle the boxes, the paper, what about the gifts though?  Are 

there any that you will find useful?  Will there be any that find their way to the back of a cupboard never 

to see the light of day again?  Have you already a stack waiting to go to the charity shop?  Are there any 

that will be life changing for you?   

Most of the gifts that have been chosen for you will have been chosen with great care, with much thought.  

Knowing your personality, your hobbies, what you like wearing, the folk you love will have taken time to 

purchase what they think you’ll really enjoy.  For the most part I’m sure the gifts you have been given 

will be treasured by you, used by you.  Indeed as you use them you’ll remember in love the one who has 

given you it.   I’m sure too that you hope that the gifts you have given to others will be treasured and used 

by them. 

Gifts; one of the ways that people say, “I love you, I’m thinking of you, I wish you well.” 

 

The strap line for the Christmas services was Jesus, God’s Gift of Love.  The God who created us, loves 

us and knows us far more deeply and intimately than even we know ourselves.  He has our best interests 

at heart.  A couple of weeks ago we thought about how He rejoices over us with singing such is His joy in 

us.  The God of all creation enjoys our company, enjoys our love, enjoys our closeness to Him.   
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Through His gift of love – Jesus – we are brought back into our Father God’s Presence all in order that 

His gift of love might change, enhance our very being, our very heartbeat of life and living.  I’m my 

beloved’s and He is mine goes the verse of an old chorus finishing with, His banner over me is love. 

This Christmas let us take time to receive and enjoy this most precious of gifts, given to us by the One 

who has taken such great care in His choice.  Let us ponder anew what the Almighty can do as in His love 

He befriends us.   

Mary might have been forgiven for wondering how God’s love would change her life in a negative way 

once she was given the news of being the one chosen to give birth to God’s Son yet she chose to believe 

that God would be with her every step of the joy filled, sorrow filled life she would lead as a result of 

saying yes.  We think of her willingness as we sing The Virgin Mary had a baby boy and as we think of 

what God would like us to say yes to. 

 

HYMN 300 The Virgin Mary had a baby boy 

 

1. The Virgin Mary had a baby boy 

The Virgin Mary had a baby boy 

The Virgin Mary had a baby boy 

And they say that his name is Jesus. 

He come from the glory, 

He come from the glorious kingdom: 

He come from the glory, 

He come from the glorious kingdom: 

O yes, believer! 

O yes, believer! 

He come from the glory, 

He come from the glorious kingdom. 

 

2. The angels sang when the baby was born, 

The angels sang when the baby was born, 

The angels sang when the baby was born, 

And they sang that his name is Jesus. 

 

3. The shepherds came where the baby was born, 

The shepherds came where the baby was born, 

The shepherds came where the baby was born, 

And they say that his name is Jesus.  
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 West Indian carol 

 

REFLECTION Part 2 Our response to God’s love 

I wonder if some of your gifts included clothes that you will love to wear?  It might be an opportunity to 

get rid of some of your old worthies and show off new delights.  New clothes especially perhaps shoes 

take some getting used to.  Sometimes they need adapted – I almost always have to turn up the hem of 

new trousers!  Slowly but surely we wear them till they become comfortable and we no longer notice we 

are wearing them. 

Our reading from Colossians tells us of new clothes God gives us to wear.  I would suggest most of these 

will take time to flourish in our lives.  The Good News is that God’s Spirit is on hand to help us. When 

we choose to follow God when we choose to accept His love, then we are beginning a new life, with the 

Master Creator's help. 

 

Colossians tells us what to expect.  All the words that are there, are words which are first and foremost 

used to describe God, Jesus and His relationship to us. We are to clothe ourselves with compassion and 

kindness.  Jesus showed compassion - gut wrenching, that's what the Greek word means, emotion which 

leads to action. Remember the people who had followed Him to listen to Him and were without food - the 

feeding of the 5000.  He had compassion and they were filled.  The woman who was ridiculed because 

she poured perfume on His feet, He had compassion on her giving her a new status.  We are called to 

compassion - loving action which is costly, sacrificial, after all Jesus’ compassion took him to the cross, 

but yet makes a difference. 

 

We're called too to clothe ourselves with humility and gentleness.  When we say yes to God's love we 

begin to realise our own weaknesses.  Before it was all too easy to put ourselves on a pedestal, think that 

we're all right Jack, much better than some perhaps.  But when we recognise God's goodness, God's 

kindness, God's love of us it helps us to see ourselves as we really are - good in parts, really good in parts, 

but awful in others.  And it seems to me as a Christian the more we get to know and experience God and 

His love the more we want to change to be like Him.   

Gentleness is an interesting one - it could be translated as self controlled.  The Greek word that's used is 

the word that is used for a wild horse that has a bit on and therefore has been tamed because he is under 

control.  We talk often about self control but actually self control doesn't work because our self is flawed.  

But as we put ourselves under God's control He helps us to have control of ourselves and that allows us to 

put on another of the new clothes patience - tolerant of one another just as God himself is patient with us 

- we come to Him, we go from Him, we try our best and then so often get things wrong and yet God is 

always there when we turn back to Him willing to forgive us.  We, who have been made in His image, 

are called to be patient with one another, we are called to forgive one another as Christ has forgiven us.  
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Christ's forgiveness cost him His life.  Forgiving one another is no easy option for us.  Just as it took an 

act of will for Jesus to go to the Cross, so too does it take an act of will for us to forgive others and 

ourselves too.  Folk who do decide to forgive someone who has hurt them so badly often find out a very 

interesting fact.  When we fail to forgive, it is ourselves who are hurt.  When we forgive often we are 

released from that hurt, that bitterness that so destroys us. 

 

These new clothes will take a life time to get used to.  We wont become totally compassionate, totally 

loving, totally forgiving, all at once but we will begin to work towards it.  Each time we are 

uncompassionate, unloving, unforgiving, God will challenge us and will help us to change.  Little by little 

these virtues will become part of our living so that one day they will be instinctive.   

Paul tells us that our behaviour as Christians is bound together by LOVE.  The love that God has for us 

leads us His people to love one another. 

 

When we are bound together with God's love we will be working perfectly together, each in harmony 

with the other and in harmony with God.  We will know God's peace in our hearts.  Look at verse 15 - 

The peace that Christ gives is to guide you in the decisions you make for it is to this peace that God has 

called you together in the one body.  Peace is found in right relationships - the right relationship between 

God and ourselves and the right relationship between all of us.  The peace that was there at the Garden of 

Eden will one day be returned. That is what we work towards.  Many of the problems of our world are 

problems of relationships or perhaps I should say lack of relationships.  As Christians we are called to live 

our lives in such a way that others can look at us and wonder about the difference there is in our lives.   

 

As the writer of my Bible reading notes said a few weeks ago, “Today’s passage challenges us deeply: 

will the people who meet us know that we have opened the Christly character wardrobe? Or not?”  Surely 

our prayer must be as the last verse of the next carol says, “What shall I give Him, give my heart,” in 

order that God’s love may be shown in and through our lives day by day. Amen. 

 

HYMN 305 In the bleak midwinter 

In the bleak mid-winter 

Frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, 

Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

Snow on snow, 

In the bleak mid-winter, 

Long ago. 
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Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 

Nor earth sustain: 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 

When he comes to reign: 

In the bleak mid-winter 

A stable-place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty, 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Angels and archangels 

May have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim 

Thronged the air; 

But only his mother, 

In her maiden bliss, 

Worshipped the Beloved 

With a kiss. 

 

What can I give him, 

Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, 

I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wise man, 

I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give him – 

Give my heart. 

Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830 – 1894) 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                          David Bethune (Selkirk)                                                                   

HYMN 257 Singing we gladly worship the Lord 

BENEDICTION  

Go knowing the love of the Father, the light of the Son and the leading of the Holy Spirit bringing 

you joy and peace today and every day.  Amen 
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