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Meeting of Selkirk Parish Church Kirk Session (Church Leadership Team)   
held by Zoom video conference on Tuesday 12th October, 2021, at 7pm  

  
 1  Constitution  

  The Moderator, Margaret Steele, opened with prayer.  P. Davidson read from Hebrews 11 
vv 1-3, encouraging us to “not grow weary and lose heart”, then blessed us with the 
Aaronic blessing. 

    
 2  Elders present  

 Anne Bethune, David Bethune (minutes), Fiona Corbett, Mark Corbett, Pauline Davidson, 
Elma Hendrie, Fiona Holmes, Jacqui Lee, Lynda McCraw, Margaret Milne, Katrina Smith, 
Louise Raffier, Linda White and Glynis Wilkie 

 Apologies were received from Gordon Junor, Moira Mitchell, Jim Smith and Myra Ward. 
 In attendance: John Moley (for item 8) 

 
 3  Approval of minutes  

  The minute of the Kirk Session meeting of 31st August was accepted as a true record, 
proposed by G. Wilkie and seconded by E. Hendrie.  
The clerk apologised that page numbering since the March meeting had been incorrect.  
These have now been corrected as follows:  March 321-323, April 324-325, May 326-329, 
June 330-333, July 334 and August 335-338.  Corrected versions have been uploaded to 
http://selkirkparish.church/kirk-session-minutes/. 

    
 4  Matters Arising   

(a) Building the Future:  
D. Bethune reported that some further responses had been received from members and 
uploaded to the website at https://selkirkparish.church/building-the-future/.  The steering 
group has sent a briefing paper to 3 architectural practices, inviting expressions of interest 
to carry out an options appraisal based on the needs and ideas which have been raised. So 
far, two have responded positively.  The group will interview these, and will bring a 
recommendation to the Session and Board for approval in due course. 

(b) Congregational Board membership:  
M. Steele and L. Raffier have still to ask Jill Freshwater and Lita McHale.  

(c) Furlough of employees:  
All staff have now returned to normal hours of work.  Wilma Groeneweld will be in the office 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays as before, but the office remains closed; anyone needing 
to meet Wilma in the office must phone in advance to arrange this. 

(d) COVID matters:  
• New guidelines have been received regarding home-baking for church actitvities. Home-

bakers are now required to take part in a free on-line health and hygiene course, lasting 2 
hours, with no certification.  A. Bethune will coordinate arrangements for this.  It was 
confirmed that Open Door is correctly checking on allergens in foods served. 

• Although in person meetings are now allowed (with masks and social distancing), it was 
agreed to continue with Kirk Session meeting on zoom for the time being. 
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(e) Kirk Session meetings: 

Elders had been asked to consider further on the issues raised at the previous 2 meetings.  
D. Bethune restated his proposals which would increase inclusiveness, and his view that 
these would not adversely impact on confidentiality, freedom to express views or writing of 
minutes, and that trustees would continue to have collective responsibility.  K. Smith 
disagreed with the proposals and suggested that the issue should be remitted to a small 
group, as suggested by M. Steele at the previous meeting. The video recommended by L. 
Raffier powerfully exemplified the need to be inclusive and ensure we are able to hear what 
“others” want.  No-one volunteered to be part of a group to discuss this, so action to resolve 
the issue was deferred for another month. 

(f) Letter to members: 
The draft letter to members was felt to be clear, but the final paragraph was questioned, 
and it was agreed to change this.  Some alternative wordings were suggested for the 
response form.  D. Bethune and F. Corbett will reflect on these and re-draft the letter.  The 
letter will need to be delivered by elders, offering to help members complete the form.  It 
was suggested that a similar letter could also be given to regular attending non-members. 

 
 5     AOB   funeral communication (P. Davidson)  

    
 6  Roll  

  Jim Wood and Jean Nicol removed from the roll by death. 

F. Corbett is in the process of liaising with all elders to check the updated district lists are 
correct.   

 7  Worship matters  
(a) The pattern of Sunday worship will be reviewed at the November meeting, and Elissa Jones 

and Jane Peers invited to attend.  The variety is appreciated, and the café-style service 
went well, although some may have felt a little uncomfortable, and it was accepted by those 
leading as being too long. 

(b) Ian Watson is recording the services for transfer to CD, for those, including the care homes, 
who prefer this.   M. Steele will check, but if the phone-on service is no longer being used, it 
could be discontinued.  

(c) Concern was raised about the lack of provision for young people in Sunday services, and 
this needs to be reviewed now that restrictions have been relaxed. 

(d) Numbers attending the Wednesday service continue to be small and variable, but it was 
agreed to continue weekly meantime. 

(e) M. Steele, F. Corbett and F. Holmes will discuss the practicalities of holding a communion 
service sometime soon. 

(f) Arrangements for the Remembrance service on 14th November had been discussed and 
agreed with Dave Deacon; participants will assemble informally rather than marching into 
church, 1m distancing will not be required and the balcony may be used.    Additional 
welcomers will be required.  Details will be announced on the 2 previous Sundays. 

(g) Christmas arrangements agreed as follows: 
• Selkirk Silver band will be invited to participate on 12th December 
• This will also be the gift service (F. Corbett to check arrangement for gifts with C. 

MacIntosh); there will be an offering if gifts are not possible 
• P. Davidson to check about sending gifts from the Advent Banner to the BGH 
• The Service of Remembering will also be on 12th December (format to be agreed) 
• An interactive nativity will be part of the service on the 19th December 
• F. Corbett and M. Ward will discuss details of the Christmas Day meal 
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8     Youth, Children and Families Work, Holiday Club  
 J. Moley gave a report on past, current and projected activities. 
• Holiday Club (in collaboration with Churches Together) had been a great success, with over 

50 children involved.  Feedback has been positive, lessons learned, and Holiday Club days 
are being considered around Christmas and Easter.  It is hoped to have a meal in October 
or November to thank volunteers and get feedback.  An events committee, with 2 
individuals from each congregation is to be established under the CTSV banner. 

• A joint churches group will be established to coordinate in-school work (chaplaincy, 
assemblies, lunchtime clubs); again this will require 1 or 2 volunteers to represent SPC. 

• Hot Chocolate is continuing, with a recent event in partnership with the Baptist Church 
youth and leaders.  It is hoped to take a group of young people to the SU Bonfire on 6th 
November. 

• Ongoing discussion is required on how to provide for the younger children – do we restart 
Sunday Gang or try to do something different?  Initially, there will be a café-style service on 
21st November to welcome back children and families.  This format may continue on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month, if it seems to be working. 

• The meal deliveries to families in need continues with Open Door; there seems to be less 
need among the current group, so J. Moley will liaise with Philiphaugh Community Centre to 
identify other families who might benefit.  The option of some young people from Selkirk 
High School volunteering at Open Door is still open, but currently restricted by COVID 
regulations. 

• J. Moley has helped with Rowland’s holiday activities, and attends evening drop-ins, 
thereby building relationships with young people not otherwise connected with the church. 

• There is a definite need for a parent and toddlers group, and this is being explored through 
a Facebook group; once a team is established, this could begin in Jan 2022 if the church 
hall is available. 

• The homework club is not restarting at the moment due to workload. 
    

9  Pastoral Assistant  
  Heather Carroll in now on a full contract, after completing a successful 3 month 

probationary period.  She is visiting or phoning to provide pastoral support where 
  required, and this is appreciated by the recipients. 
    

 10  Evangelism and Discipleship Focus  
(a) Reachout – a small group is meeting to plan possible Advent groups  
(b) Supporting Faith group – no report   
(c) Forward in Faith – the study group is re-starting Sunday evening meetings 

 
11  Community Focus  
(a) Open Door is going well, with around 30 enjoying a meal and friendship each week; 

questions are to be addressed regarding sustainability in terms of volunteers and finance. 
(b) Foodbank continues, with slightly less demand at the moment. 

   
 12  Safeguarding  

All trustees and volunteers will need to refresh their training in 2022.  J. Lee will contact S. 
Christer-Porteous to send out details.   Online training is available now for anyone who wants 
to go ahead.  
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 13  Eco-congregation  
  A. Bethune reported that: 

• paper boats with prayers for COP26 were included in the service on 10th October; 
• COP26 will be referenced in the services on 24th October and 7th November; 
• the eco-group are meeting to plan activities for the next few months. 

    
 14  Presbytery  

• Informal workshops will be offered on leading worship and possibly a workshop on 
video editing.  If anyone is interested in either of these, please contact L. White. 

• During 2022, the Mission Planning Committee will be visiting to help us think through 
the 5 marks of mission and how they apply to our situation, outreach, congregational 
life and buildings. These will also be reflected in church services through January and 
February. 

• A consultation is underway on the proposed linking of the Presbyteries of Melrose & 
Peebles, Duns, Jedburgh and Lothian.  
 

    15   Churches Together in Selkirk and the Valleys  
CTSV will meet on November 21st to confirm Christmas arrangements.  M. Steele will 
conduct a service in the Bield shortly.  The Out of the Box performance will go ahead in 
our church building on 14th December. 

    
 16  Correspondence none  

    
 17  AOB  

M. Steele will ensure than the District Elders are informed of funerals. 
   

 18    Dates of next meetings:  9th November 
  Joint Kirk Session of Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow and Selkirk on 21st November at 7pm. 

Joint Kirk Session and Congregational Board (urgent business only): 13th December. 
 2022 meeting dates: 11th Jan, 8th Feb, 8th Mar, 12th Apr, 10th May, 14th Jun   
    

19    Close of meeting  The meeting closed with the saying of “the grace” to each other.  
  
  

  
  

  
__________________________________Moderator  

 
  
  
  

____________________/__________ Session Clerk  


