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Meeting of Selkirk Parish Church Kirk Session (Church Leadership Team)  
held by Zoom video conference on Tuesday 9th November, 2021, at 7pm 

 
1 Constitution 
 The Moderator, Margaret Steele, opened with prayer.  E. Hendrie read from Isaiah 26 v 3, 

then continued with a short prayer. 
  

2 Elders present 
 Anne Bethune, David Bethune (minutes), Mark Corbett, Pauline Davidson, Elma Hendrie, 

Fiona Holmes, Jacqui Lee, Lynda McCraw, Margaret Milne, Moira Mitchell, Katrina Smith, 
Myra Ward, Linda White and Glynis Wilkie. 

 Apologies were received from Fiona Corbett, Gordon Junor, Louise Raffier and Jim Smith. 
In attendance (until end of item 5): Elissa Jones (Worship Leader) 

  
3 Approval of minutes 

 The minute of the Kirk Session meeting of 12th October was accepted as a true record, 
proposed by M. Corbett and seconded by G. Wilkie. 

  
4 Matters Arising  

(a) Building the Future: 
D. Bethune reported that the steering group is meeting informally with two different 
architects and a representative of the General Trustees.  

(b) Congregational Board membership: 
Jill Freshwater has agreed to join the Congregational Board.   
The appointment of Sheila Christer-Porteous as Clerk to the Congregational Board was 
approved.  J. Lee will support her initially and continue to provide back-up if required. 

(c) COVID matters: 
A. Bethune reported that 16 individuals have so far signed up for the Food Hygiene course 
for home bakers. 
In view of the latest update on regulations and recommendations, it was agreed that doors 
can be closed during church services, with effect from 21st November. 

(d) Out of the Box (14th December): 
Volunteers are requested to provide baking, and should contact S. Barber. 

(e) CTSV chaplaincy: 
Two members are required to represent SPC on the CTSV group to coordinate school 
chaplaincy.  D. Bethune will ask all those currently or recently involved in working with 
children and young people in the church. 

  
5 Worship matters 

(a) Sunday services 
E. Jones was invited to reflect on recent services, and commented that those leading 
services would appreciate feedback, that it was providing a good opportunity to do things 
differently, that we should be encouraging others to become involved, and that we need to 
reflect the fact that we have all gone through tough times recently. 
A discussion followed on how we find out what people want from worship.  A survey might 
provide information, but it would be difficult to find a form that suits everyone, and which 
takes into account the gifts and styles of different worship leaders.    It might be too soon to 
carry out a survey, but in the meantime, we should take opportunities to ask folk what they 
think, and the worship group will continue to discuss and try out different formats. 

(b) Wednesday services continuing weekly, with small numbers.  G. Junor to lead the service 
on 1st December. 
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(c) A foil dish for each person, with a piece of bread and a grape, will be used at communion 
on 5th and 8th December. 

(d) The Remembrance service on 14th Nov will be at 9.50am, and David Taylor will lay the 
wreath.  There will also be a service in The Bield at 2.30pm on Thursday 11th. 

(e) Christmas 
The Service of Remembering will go ahead on 12th Dec at 3pm, using the whole of the 
church, with tea and coffee in the hall. 
A reduced Silver Band should be available for 10.15 service on 12th Dec. 
The Christmas Day service (joint with Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow) will be at 10.30am. 
The Christmas Day meal will not happen this year, as there are not enough volunteers. 
The service on 26th Dec will be joint with Ashkirk. 

  
6 AOB   Two items to be added to agenda:  Hird (A. Bethune) and tea/coffee (M. Corbett) 
  
7 Roll 

(a) Tributes were given for elder Jim Wood (by E. Hendrie) and ex-Session Clerk Justine 
Lawton (by M. Milne).  M. Steele followed these with a prayer of thanksgiving for their 
lives. 

(b) The new districts will come into effect from 1st Jan 2022.  Elders and visitors will be 
provided with updated lists and information about changes as soon as possible, and F. 
Corbett will write a short article giving notice of the changes for the next Hird. 

(c) The updated welcome letter was approved, and will be ready for delivery (in person) in 
early January, with a return date of 31st January.   

(d) It was confirmed that the Kirk Session should be referred to as the Church Leadership 
Team whenever appropriate.  M. Steele proposed addressing the issue of inclusiveness 
through discussion groups related to “the 5 marks of mission” in early 2022.    D. Bethune 
expressed his disappointment at the lack of further action to address the issue. 

  
8 Youth, Children and Families Work 
 Employment issues were discussed in private. 

M. Corbett will take over from E. Hendrie as line manager for the Children and Families 
Worker.  Both were thanked for their willingness to take on this role. 

  
9 Evangelism and Discipleship Focus   

(a) ReachOut Advent groups, using material from 2020 on hope and people’s stories, 
arranged for Sundays at 7pm by zoom, and Tuesday mornings in the meeting room. 

(b) Forward in Faith Sunday evening group has been meeting fortnightly. 
  

10 Community Focus 
(a) Open Door continues weekly, with E. Jones covering for Jane Stevenson’s annual leave.  

The management committee will meet shortly to discuss ongoing sustainability in terms of 
volunteers and finance. 

(b) • The Foodbank has had a lot of demand recently from families. 
• Fresh Start Borders is quiet at the moment. 
• An order for £120 of Fairtrade cards and goods was sent recently, and a further order 

will follow. 
(c) J. Lee and L. McCraw will have a stall at the Charities Bazaar in the Victoria Halls. 

  
11 Safeguarding no report 
  

/continued 
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12 Eco-congregation 
 The group has no definite plans at present, but hopes to organize a church family walk to 

the new Mauldsheugh nature project. The group has contacted the Community Council 
about the possibility of Selkirk involvement with the Queen’s Green Canopy tree-planting 
scheme. 

  
13 Presbytery   

The induction of a new minister to Eddleston, Peebles Old, Stobo and Drumelzier on 28th 
October was noted.  Continued funding for the cluster Pastoral Assistant part-time post has 
been included in the Presbytery budget for 2021. 

  
14 Correspondence none 
  

15 AOB 
(a) A. Bethune has held discussions with Ettrick and Yarrow about including their church news 

in the Hird.  It was also noted that it would be good to mention the names and the 
congregations of readers and prayers during services, especially when they are from one 
of the linked congregations. 

(b) In response to a question from M. Corbett, A. Bethune stated that she is compiling a rota of 
volunteers for after service tea and coffee. 

  
16 Dates of next meetings:  joint cluster Kirk Sessions, 21st November, 7pm 
 Following Kirk Session meetings: Monday 13th Dec, 8pm (urgent business only) 

2022: 11th Jan, 8th Feb, 8th Mar, 12th Apr, 10th May, 14th Jun  
  

17 Close of meeting  The meeting closed with the saying of “the grace” to each other. 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________Moderator 
 
 
 
 

____________________/__________ Session Clerk 


