
 

 Selkirk Parish Church     Charity No SC014883   p.346 

Meeting of Selkirk Parish Church Kirk Session (Church Leadership Team)  
held by Zoom video conference on Monday 13th December, 2021, at 8pm 

 
1 Constitution 
 F. Holmes read from Isaiah 40 v 10, “Do not be afraid, I am with you”, and continued with a 

short prayer.  The moderator, Rev. M. Steele then constituted the meeting with prayer. 
  

2 Elders present 
 Anne Bethune, David Bethune (minutes), Fiona Corbett, Pauline Davidson, Elma Hendrie, 

Fiona Holmes, Jacqui Lee, Lynda McCraw, Margaret Milne, Moira Mitchell, Louise Raffier, 
Katrina Smith, Linda White and Glynis Wilkie. 

 Apologies were received from Mark Corbett, Gordon Junor, Jim Smith and Myra Ward, 
  
3 Matters Arising from previous meeting 

(a) Update on districts and letter to members: 
F. Corbett will issue the new district lists imminently.  It was agreed to provide stamped 
addressed envelopes with the letter to members, to encourage a high response rate and 
reduce the number of visits required.   D. Bethune agreed to re-word the introductory 
paragraphs to reflect the developing COVID situation, and a decision will be taken at the 
January meeting on how to proceed if visits are not allowed. 

(b) COVID matters: 
It was agreed to follow 121 guidance on whether to continue with live worship if COVID 
restrictions are tightened.  In the meantime, we continue with Track and Trace, mask-
wearing and 1m spacing in the sides of the church, but also encourage members to take a 
lateral flow test before attending a church service. 

  
4 AOB - none 
  
5 Roll  

M. Steele, P. Davidson and F. Corbett will check the roll is correct in advance of the 
January meeting when the roll will be attested. 

  
6 Children and Families Work 

(a) Children and Families Worker report: 
M. Steele read from the line manager’s report. 
• The letter confirming that J. Moley’s contract will end in May 2022 had been received. 
• There were queries about the meal deliveries from Open Door, regarding the small 

number of families receiving these, volunteers not being used, and not passing on of 
donations to the treasurer;  it was agreed that M. Corbett, as line manager, should 
follow this up, giving J. Moley a week to resolve the financial matter. 

• J. Moley apologised for forgetting the CTSV meeting. 
• The dry run of the parent and toddlers group had to be postponed, as a risk 

assessment had not been provided. 
• The Holiday Club team meal has been postponed until February 2022. 
There was discussion about who was involved in the “support group” to enable a 
continuation of the children and families work after May 2022.  D. Bethune agreed to 
consult with L. Raffier to clarify this. 

(b) Sunday Gang: Members of 4 families had attended the “Welcome back” café-style service, 
which had been a good event.  Children from 3 families were involved in the Mauldsheugh 
nature walk  

(c) It was noted that we are missing having families and children involved in regular 
worship, and we need to think and pray about how this can be addressed. 

 /continued 
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7 Worship matters 
(a) Remembrance service  had been less well attended than in previous years. 

(b) Communion, using bread and a grape provided in individual foil trays, had worked well for 
both Sunday and Wednesday services. 

(c) Silver Band / Gift service had gone well and been well attended, despite the last-minute 
non-availability (for COVID reasons) of the Band. 

(d) The Service of Remembering on 12th Dec at 3pm, had been well attended (over 40 folk) 
(e) Christmas 

• Carol singing for residents of Thornfield (19th Dec at 3pm outside), Riverside (indoors, 
small group) have been arranged. 

• A service will be held in Mungo Park Court on the 3rd Sunday each of month (Selkirk 
Baptist in December, St. John’s in January and Selkirk Parish in February). 

• A decision about community Carol Singing with the Silver Band on Christmas Eve 
will be made nearer the time, depending on COVID restrictions. 

• The Christmas Day service (joint with Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow) will be at 10.30am. 
• The service on 26th Dec, joint with Ashkirk, will be informal, in the church hall. 
• There will be no Wednesday service on 29th December. 

  
8 Mission Action Plan   
 The brief paper from Presbytery with 3 questions for discussion, had been circulated 

before the meeting.  It was agreed that this needed to be discussed in depth by the whole 
congregation, possibly a half-day conference in mid-February. Preparation for this will 
include the 5 “marks of mission” being addressed at Sunday services through January and 
early February.  The date and format of the discussion meeting will be agreed at the Kirk 
Session’s January meeting. 
The AMBA (buildings survey) will be addressed by a small group. 

  
9 Presbytery and vacancy issues 

(a) An Interim Moderator will be appointed by Presbytery on 1st February. 

(b) The congregations may choose to appoint a locum – normally employed for 2 days per 
week plus Sunday duties.   This may include pastoral work and funerals.  J. Peers and F. 
Corbett will also be available for funerals, and H. Carroll for pastoral work. 

(c) Rev. Scott Guy has agreed to do pulpit supply throughout March 2022. 

(d) M. Steele will be working right up to 28th February, and her request to stay on in the 
manse for 4-6 weeks was granted.  She will have furniture to dispose of, so asked to be 
notified of anyone who might interested in any of it. 

  
10 Dates of next meetings:  11th January 2022, 7pm 
 Following Kirk Session meetings:  8th Feb, 8th Mar, 12th Apr, 10th May, 14th Jun  
  

11 Close of meeting  The meeting closed with the saying of “the grace” to each other. 
 
 
 

__________________________________Moderator 
 
 
 
 

____________________/__________ Session Clerk 


