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Meeting of Selkirk Parish Church Kirk Session (Church Leadership Team)  
held by Zoom video conference on Tuesday 11th January, 2022, at 7pm 

 
1 Constitution 
 The moderator, Rev. M. Steele, constituted the meeting with prayer.  G. Junor read from 1 

Corinthians 15: 51-55, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” 
followed by a reflective reading and prayer.  

  

2 Elders present 
 Anne Bethune, David Bethune (minutes), Fiona Corbett, Mark Corbett, Pauline Davidson, 

Elma Hendrie, Gordon Junor, Jacqui Lee, Lynda McCraw, Margaret Milne, Moira Mitchell, 
Louise Raffier, Katrina Smith, Linda White and Glynis Wilkie. 

 Apologies were received from Fiona Holmes, Jim Smith and Myra Ward. 
  
3 Approval of minutes 
 The minutes of the following meetings were approved: 

• 9th November 2021 (proposed M. Corbett, seconded G. Wilkie) 
• 21st November 2021 (joint meeting with Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow, proposed K. Smith, 

seconded F. Corbett) 
• 13th December 2021 (proposed G. Wilkie, seconded E. Hendrie) 

  
4 Matters Arising from previous meeting 

(a) Update on districts and letter to members: 
The new district lists have now been distributed to elders/visitors.  It was agreed to deliver 
the “welcome back” letter with the next Hird to all members, with a return date of 19th 
February.  It was noted that any feedback received in time would be useful for the Marks of 
Mission congregational discussions. 

(b) COVID matters: 
There have been no changes in the guidelines, so we will continue with Track and Trace, 
mask-wearing, 1m spacing throughout the church, and encouraging members to take a 
lateral flow test before attending a church service. 

(c) Marks of Mission / Mission Action Plan: 
It was agreed to invite everyone in the congregation to two online zoom discussion 
meetings, to discuss the questions asked in the current series of services, and to address 
the 3 questions posed by the Presbytery and General Assembly, as follows: 

• Sat 22nd Jan, 10-11.30am, on Marks of Mission 1 and 2. 
• Sat 19th Feb, 10-11.30am, on Marks of Mission 3, 4 and 5. 

Copies of the question will be available to download from the church website, and paper 
copies will be offered to any who request these. 

(d) Building the Future: 
D. Bethune reported that the small group had interviewed 2 architectural practices who had 
expressed an interest.  One of these had subsequently withdrawn, but the group 
wholeheartedly recommended that we accept the proposal from Raymond Angus of Angus 
Design Associates to carry out a full options appraisal for the sum of £5875 + VAT.  This 
would include a full survey of the building, discussing options for development to meet our 
stated needs, drawing up plans and 3D images to support proposed designs, and the 
production of a report with budget costs and recommendations.  This was supported 
unanimously, and a recommendation will be remitted to the Congregational Board to 
accept this and proceed.   

  
5 AOB – World Day of Prayer (M. Milne) 
  

/continued 
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6 Roll  
Following checking by M. Steele, P. Davidson and F. Corbett, the roll was attested. 
At 31st December 2020, there were 319 members.  During 2021: 
• 3 members were added (2 by profession of faith and 1 by certificate); 
• 22 members were removed (20 by death, 1 by transfer, 1 other). 
So, at 31st December 2021, there were 300 members on the roll. 
Since the last meeting, the deaths of Eileen McMillan, Jean Cockburn and Wilma 
McKinnon were noted. 

  
7 Worship matters 

(a) Christmas 
The 11.30pm Christmas Eve service by zoom, the Christmas Day service (joint with 
Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow) at 10.30am and the informal service on 26th Dec, joint with 
Ashkirk, in the church hall, had all gone well. 

(b) Communion 
It was agreed that M. Steele’s last Wednesday and Sunday services (23rd and 27th 
February) would include communion, using the same system for distributing the elements 
as at the previous communion service. 

(c) Wednesday services are continuing, with small numbers. A plan for leading these 
services up to the end of March, is being prepared.  L. White, H. Chapman and F. Holmes 
are acting as stewards on Wednesdays, and would welcome volunteers to join the rota. 

(d)  Sunday services 
A rota to lead has been set up to the end of March, including a family-friendly service on 
20th February and Rev. Scott Guy conducting all 4 services in March. 

  
8 Pastoral Assistant report 
 Unfortunately, due to other commitments, H. Carroll was unable to attend to report on her 

work.  M. Steele reported that she is doing very well, with her visits being appreciated.  Her 
contract is 10 hours per week, and there is some flexibility in this, but we need to take care 
that she doesn’t take on more than is possible within those hours.  She is picking up M. 
Steele’s regular visiting list, following up after funerals, visiting in care homes and 
responding to other requests, usually phoning in advance of any visit.  It might be possible 
for Heather also to maintain pastoral links with families.  Elders may suggest anyone who 
might benefit from a visit.  Heather can be contacted directly by email on 
heather@selkirkparish.church. It was suggested that Heather could bring concerns to the 
prayer group, and to the Session Clerks.    After February, Heather will be line managed by 
either the interim moderator or a locum minister. 

  
9 Children and Families Work 

(a) M. Corbett reported that he had met with J. Moley on 3 occasions - these meetings have 
been informative and productive.  He clarified that the Open Door moneys had been paid 
into the bank, but the Treasurer had not been made aware of this; the matter is now 
closed.  From now on, all moneys will be passed direct to the treasurer.   
The following summarises arrangements for the continuation of current projects: 
• parent and toddlers group:  a small committee is being formed, and Elissa Jones has 

offered to help with the setting up and transition; 
• John is continuing to work with small groups and individuals at Rowland’s; 
• Jane Stevenson and Myra Ward are working towards taking over the organization of 

the Open Door food delivery project; 
• Churches Together are responsible for taking forward the School Chaplaincy scheme 

– volunteers have been offered by St. John’s and Selkirk Baptist Church. 
 

/continued 
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(b) Family-friendly cafe-style worship will be organized for Sunday mornings every month or 
two, perhaps using members of the Taste and See teams. 
Hot Chocolate Club will continue, but L. Raffier requires an additional volunteer to help 
with this. 

  
10 Cluster matters 
 The next meeting of the cluster working group is on Sunday 30th January at 7pm.  

Arrangements for appointing a locum minister will be discussed. 
  

11 Safeguarding:  Nothing to report. 
  

12 Eco-congregation:  Group meeting next week to plan events for 2022. 
  

13 Presbytery: A Mission and Service conference is planned for October, which will include a 
celebration and sharing of ideas from the Mission Action Plan. 

  
14 AOB 
(a) Office Hours:  

Wilma Groenewald’s request to adjust her hours (post-COVID) to 3 hours in the office on 
Wednesday, 1 hour at home on Thursday and 2 hours in the office on Friday, was agreed.  
Anne Bethune will take on line management of Wilma after the end of February. 

(b) Funerals:  
Fiona Corbett is now fully trained to take funerals. F. Holmes expressed her thanks and 
appreciation for Fiona’s involvement in services to date. 

(c) World Day of Prayer:  
This year’s theme is “I know the plans I have for you”.  Margaret Milne indicated that she 
wished to stand down from being the congregation’s WDP organizer, and she was thanked 
for her many years of service.  Jill Freshwater may be able to take over this responsibility.  
This year’s WDP is on 4th March, and may be a link-up with the national online service. 

  
15 Dates of next meetings:  8th February 2022, 7pm 
 Joint meeting with Congregational Board to approve the 2021 accounts:  15th Feb 7pm 

Following Kirk Session meetings:  8th Feb, 8th Mar, 12th Apr, 10th May, 14th Jun  
  

16 Close of meeting  The meeting closed with the saying of “the grace” to each other. 
 
 
 

__________________________________Moderator 
 
 
 
 

____________________/__________ Session Clerk 


