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Farewell to Rev. Margaret Steele

Selkirk, Ashkirk and Ettrick and Yarrow Churches
have said “thank you and farewell” to Rev Margaret
Steele. She has been the minister at Ashkirk and
Selkirk since 2011 and also of Ettrick & Yarrow since
the linkage.

Margaret preached her last service on Sunday 27
February 2022 and for her last sermon she told the

congregation she was returning to the theme and title of the service when she
originally preached as sole nominee for the position over ten years ago: ‘The
Meaning of Life’. Afterwards, the three session clerks paid warm tributes to
Margaret for the faithful and dutiful service she had provided over the years and the
congregation presented her with a cake, a cheque and a lovely photograph of a
scene overlooking Selkirk.

About 80 folk were able to stay for refreshments afterwards and enjoy the buzz of
a full hall. Many thanks to all who helped make it happen.

Adapted from Southern Reporter

ReachOut
growing in friendship and faith

In the Lent groups, we have been following a guide entitled The
Prayers of Jesus, looking at different prayers recorded in the Bible.

Here are some comments from those who have been part of the groups:
“Have enjoyed the comradely collaboration to find deeper understanding. A few

heads are better than one.”
"I don't get this, do you?" (Sharing insights!)

“I always enjoy tea and biscuits.”
“I have enjoyed having the opportunity to think about some of the well known

parts of the Bible and to hear the thoughts of others.”

It is great to be able to meet and discuss with others to help us all grow in friendship
and faith. Our congregational linkage is strengthened when events like this are
supported by all three congregations. Thanks all for taking part!

Look out in the church notices for details of other small groups like Forward in Faith,
which regularly meets fortnightly at Clerklands.

ReachOut group (Anne, Elissa, Fan and Louise)

Dear All

What a wonderful send-off you gave me! From the very generous words said, to the
exceptionally generous cheque, the beautiful picture to help me remember Selkirk, the
refreshments, the cake, the explosion box and the surprise guests, I was truly humbled
and amazed. Many thanks to all who arranged everything and to you all for contributing
so generously. Thank you too for the cards you’ve sent with your good wishes and
recollections of the times spent with me.

I will use part of the cheque to pay for the recliner chair which I’d ordered (as it was in
the sale which finished at the end of February and I’d promised myself I’d get one when
I retired)! Whenever I sit in it with my feet up, I’ll think of you all. I will take time to think
about what the rest of the cheque will be used for – probably something for the garden
but I’ll let you know.

I will miss you all so much but also know that God has plans for you, the churches and
me which will be understood in time and will be to prosper us and not harm us.
(Jeremiah 29:11)

Many thanks again.
Love and every blessing
Margaret
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March 2022
Dear Friends,

First of all let me introduce myself. My name is Rev. Scott Guy and I have recently
been appointed as your Locum Minister. My wife, Adrienne, and I have been
worshipping with you since we moved to the Borders just under a year ago.

We were therefore delighted when the Kirk Sessions invited me to be Locum
following Margaret’s retiral. This has meant a smooth transition from one Minister
to another and I conducted my first service of worship on 6th March. We have found
everyone to be friendly and welcoming, we feel very much at home here and are
looking forward to getting to know you all.

I retired as Minister of Northfield Church in Aberdeen at the end of 2020, having
served for 22 years. Before that, I was Minister of St. Andrew’s Lhanbryde &
Urquhart in Moray. We now live in St. Boswells and are enjoying being back in the
Borders.
We have three grown up children and six grandchildren. My father John is in his
nineties and we make regular trips north to visit him at his Nursing Home in
Aberdeen.

We are looking forward to our first Easter Sunday with you, when we will be all
together on that great day of celebration.

Many years ago, the Apostle Peter wrote:
“Because Jesus is alive, everyone can now have hope. Everyone can have a
real, living hope because Jesus is alive!” - 1 Peter 1 v 3

Our sure and certain hope is in Jesus Christ, He has risen from the dead and is with
us always. We rejoice together in the Good News of Easter - Jesus is Alive!

Have a wonderful Easter.

Yours in Christ’s service, Scott

I’m reminded of a
poster displayed
outside a church:

Jesus -

Hope

For

Tomorrow!
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Retiral gift for Rev. Margaret Steele

Margaret was presented with a canvas
photograph of Selkirk and a cheque for £1965
from Ashkirk, Ettrick & Yarrow and Selkirk
congregations. Thanks to everyone who
contributed for your generosity and appreciation
of Margaret’s work with us.

To Margaret,On yourretirement,with love

Come And Meet Each Other
at CAMEO

CAMEO has been stop and start since the beginning of the year. I suspect all our
lives have been like that. Unfortunately, our next meeting on March 24 is a stop as
the committee has decided that it would be unwise in the present circumstances to
hold our last meeting. Despite the difficulties, when we have been able to meet we
have had an enjoyable time.
All going well, we will be able to get together again in September. In the meantime,
take care and stay safe.

Marjorie Lawrie

Carry on Recycling

A huge box of empty crisp packets weighing 7.5 kg will soon be on
its way to Terracycle to be made into recycled plastic products. A
12.7kg sack is ready to be uplifted by Recycling for Good Causes
(containing 61 mobiles, 3 tablets, 4 ipods, 17 watches, old and
broken jewellery and unwanted currency). These will be sold on to
dealers and our nominated charity, Traidcraft, will get a cheque.
Watch this space to find out how much your “rubbish" was worth.

Currently, all your hard-to-recycle items can be taken to Sustainable Selkirk at 5
Tower Street, open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 10 - 2 pm.

This is just one way we can show our care for Creation.

Anne Bethune, Selkirk Eco group
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Ashkirk News

At Easter we celebrate the miracle of God
bringing Jesus out of death, Isaiah declared,
lifting “the shroud that is cast over all peoples”
and swallowing up “death for ever”. This is the
miracle that lies at the heart of our faith, as
revealed to us through Jesus’ life-story, His
teaching, suffering and his resurrection.

He was born to live on earth as a person just like us. He reflected perfectly the
wonder of God through the way he lived, caring for all people, especially those in
greatest need. He communicated the wonder of God through His life-style, His
parables and direct statements about God’s love and expectations, and how we
should respond to God’s will in all our thoughts, words and actions.

In the same way that Jesus, his disciples and friends were often covered by the
overwhelming shroud of despair, so have been many people in our world today;
both during the Covid pandemic and in the terrible conflicts taking place.

Nothing can easily take away the darkness and distress of these events.

But, on Easter Sunday, we are reminded with the wonderful Good News of Jesus’
resurrection…. that the light of God’s love will eternally and ultimately overcome the
worst darkness, despair and death we may experience.

We’re seeing God’s light and love reflected in the work of so many people from
those on the front line in health care to those gathering aid and support for those in
dire situations such as the war in Ukraine.

Also, at this time of the year, we see in creation God’s life-giving power bringing the
new plant, animal and bird life of Spring-time out of the cold and dark of winter. This
is like a heavenly reassurance in the life-cycle of creation that out of the dark and
cold shroud of winter, God will always bring new light and life. So, let’s give thanks
that, whatever shrouds cover us in this life, God has shown us in Jesus’
resurrection that darkness and death will never have ultimate power.

Please join us at Ashkirk at 8am on Easter Sunday morning for a meditation.
Weather permitting this will be outdoors, and followed by refreshments.

Fan Heafield,

Ashkirk Session Clerk
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Selkirk members’ Response Form

Many thanks to all of you who completed and returned the questionnaire that came
out with the last Hird. From 300 members, 175 forms were returned (just under
60%) which has provided us with loads of information.

It was especially useful to get email addresses for many of you, and to know
whether or not you want a paper copy of the Hird, or are happy to read it online.
The online version is in full colour, and clear and easy to read. You can find the
current and previous editions at
http://selkirkparish.church/publications/

113 of you said you preferred to attend live services when
you are able (although we don’t usually have quite that
number every Sunday/Wednesday!), and 15% of you
preferred the online services, so it is good to know that it
is worth the trouble of recording services. You can view
previous services on YouTube (search for “Ashkirk,
Ettrick & Yarrow, Selkirk Churches” or follow the link from
the church website).

Many of you wrote encouraging comments about what the church can do for the
community (see below for a few examples), and these will be considered at our
next Church Leadership team (Kirk Session) meeting.

If you haven’t returned your questionnaire yet, and it is still lying around the house,
please fill it in and return it in the stamped addressed envelope. Even though the
target date has passed, we can add in the information you provide.

David Bethune
joint Session Clerk

“I think the church is already doing a great job of supporting the
community and if I can help behind the scenes, I would be glad to.”
“I loved the café church - seemed such a good idea for people to get to
know one another. Could we have more, please?”
“More hymns”
“I would like to thank you for the online services during lockdown.”
“I struggle these days with the concept of beliefs – however, for the
community and some people, the church gives a feeling of belonging
and provides a lot of good support to local causes.”



Selkirk Foodbank
on the front line

It's hard to believe that we are almost
a quarter way through 2022 already.
The first three months have been a
period of highs and lows for us.

On a high we have received two large
grants, one from BRC Financial
Inclusion Fund and one from Tesco
Community grant scheme. We have
also seen a number of new volunteers
join our ranks. On the downside we
have seen a massive jump in demand
for our services. More family groups
are needing our help now, whereas
before there were a lot of single
people in homeless accommodation.
As utility bills start to appear I would
see this trend continuing.

Despite the fact that we now receive
the proceeds of the Tesco local
foodbank collection point every four
weeks, we are putting out more than
we are taking in. and we are needing
to buy stock in order to keep up.

I cannot thank you
enough for your
generosity both in
cash and goods and
I would urge you to
continue your good

work and encourage friends and
family to do the same. We now have
three collection points in the town -
Selkirk Post Office, Coop and from
this week Scott's Selkirk Shop have
joined us.

Many thanks, your efforts are greatly
appreciated. Peter Birney
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Cafe Style church

It is good for us to try different ways of
worshipping. Towards the end of last
year, we decided to try a “cafe-style,
family-friendly” service in the hall to
encourage back our children and
families, as Sunday gang had been on
hold during the COVID restrictions.
We were a little nervous: would it
work? - would the congregation like it?
The response was mostly positive,
from young and old alike, and we took
on board the suggestions (like “keep
it short”!).

Since then, we have had 2 more of this
style of service, and each time the
congregation has increased in size - in
fact, this style of worship is proving
more popular that the “regular”
service.

We enjoy having a cuppa (and maybe
a scone) as we arrive; we enjoy the
lively music; we learn together
through discussion. At the February
cafe-style service, we were moved
and challenged when Gary spoke
about how his life had been turned
round as he found faith. These
services are relaxed, joyful and are
helping us to link our faith to our
everyday lives.
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Worship in the Valleys

When Where Time Led by
April 3 Yarrow 10am Worship group
April 10 Ettrick 11am Rev. Scott Guy
April 15 Yarrow 7pm Rev. Scott Guy

April 17
Joint service
Selkirk

10.15 am
Rev. Scott Guy
Easter Day

April 24 Yarrow 10am Rev. Scott Guy
May 1 Yarrow 10am Worship group
May 8 Kirkhope 10am Rev. Scott Guy
May 15 Kirkhope 10am Worship group
May 22 Yarrow 10am Rev. Scott Guy

May 29
Joint Service
Kirkhope

11am Rev. Scott Guy

From Church Mouse: Please know that we take Jesus and His resurrection
absolutely seriously! But sometimes it’s fun to imagine scenes concerning those
behind-the-scenes folks.
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33 Anderson Drive
Perth

PH1 1JX
Friday 4th March 2022

Dear All,

What a wonderful send-off you gave me! From the very generous words said, to
the exceptionally generous cheque, the beautiful picture to help me remember
Selkirk, the refreshments, the cake, the explosion box and the surprise guests, I
was truly humbled and amazed. Many thanks to all who arranged everything and
to you all for contributing so generously. Thank you, too, for the cards you’ve sent
with your good wishes and recollections of the times spent with me.

I will use part of the cheque to pay for the recliner chair which I’d ordered (as it was
in the sale which finished at the end of February and I’d promised myself I’d get one
when I retired)! Whenever I sit in it with my feet up, I’ll think of you all. I will take
time to think about what the rest of the cheque will be used for – probably
something for the garden but I’ll let you know.

I will miss you all so much but also know that God has plans for you, the churches
and me, which will be understood in time and will be to prosper us and not harm
us. (Jeremiah 29:11)

Many thanks again.
Love and every blessing,
Margaret

Selkirk Kirk Session notes
From February meeting:

• As yet, Presbytery have been unable to find an Interim Moderator.
• Heather Carroll gave a report as Pastoral Assistant.
• John Moley, Children and Families Worker is currently off work and we wish

him a speedy recovery.
• The Marks of Mission congregational zoom discussions fed into our response

to the Presbytery Mission Action Plan.
• Jill Freshwater is now our rep. for the World Day of Prayer

From Joint Kirk Session Meeting, 21/2/22
• In the absence of an Interim Moderator, Rev. Rosie Frew moderated this

meeting and addressed some questions concerning the vacancy. The meeting
appointed Rev. Scott Guy as Locum Minister.
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Good Friday Walk of Witness, 10 am starting at St John’s

The Walk of Witness usually attracts around 30 people on Good Friday morning
and is a powerful witness to our faith as we walk in silence around the town centre.
We stop at each church building for a reading, a prayer and a song.

At each stopping point, a prayer is said for the surrounding homes and businesses
and for that particluar church by a member of another congregation (a real witness
to our Christian unity).

At the finishing point at St Joseph’s, we enjoy hospitality and a chat over hot cross
buns and coffee.

At Easter, all the local congregations come
together to provide worship and reflection during
Holy Week: Ashkirk Parish, Ettrick & Yarrow, St
John’s Episcopal, Our Lady and St Joseph’s
Roman Catholic, Selkirk Baptist and Selkirk
Parish Church. It is a great opportunity to take
the chance to experience different traditions and

styles of worship with our fellow Christians through Holy Week.
On Wednesday evening in Selkirk Parish Church at 7 pm, there will be the
opportunity to walk, reflect and pray individually. The various prayer stations will
reflect the trial and crucifixion of Jesus.

Easter Sunday 10.15 am
Selkirk Parish Church

When you come to church on Easter Sunday
morning, you will find there is a choir! We have
been practising hard for several weeks under
the leadership of Rod Ward and Lita McHale.
We aim to make a joyful noise to the Lord and
hope to enhance your experience of Easter
Worship.
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worship	
together	
during	

 
 
Tuesday 12th April    2 pm  Selkirk Baptist Church  

(in Connections, Back Row)  
 

Wednesday 13th April   7 pm  Selkirk Parish Church 
A meditative journey through Holy Week 

  
Maundy Thursday 14th April  7.30 pm  St John’s Episcopal Church  

Sung Eucharist, followed by The Watch  
 
Good Friday 15th April  10 am Walk of Witness 

starting at St.John’s, via all the church 
buildings and the Marketplace, finishing with 
refreshments in St. Joseph’s Church Hall 

 
Good Friday 15th April   7 pm  Yarrow Kirk 
 
Easter Sunday 17th April  7 am   Auld Kirkyard 

Welcome Easter Day, followed by breakfast in 
Selkirk Parish Church Hall  

 
 8 am   Ashkirk Parish Church (outdoors) 

10.15 am  Selkirk Parish Church  

10.30 am  Selkirk Baptist Church  

10.30 am  St. John’s Episcopal Church  

11 am  (Mass) Our Lady & St. Joseph’s  
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Open Door reaches out: Summer Programme in Bannerfield

For 4 days in July and August 2019, Open Door and our cafe volunteers moved to
Philiphaugh Community Centre. Linking with the Early Years and Community
Learning and Development workers, a wonderfully creative Summer Programme
was on offer to local families, many of whom struggle with fuel and food poverty.

Our job was to provide food and we had great fun thinking about
what Mums, Dads, Grannies, Carers and Bairns would like to eat. After
the first week, the word went round and numbers increased. Phew!
Excellent activities, coffee, home baking and good home made healthy
lunches were a hit. We really enjoyed ourselves, and felt we had done
something worthwhile. With the fast approaching hike in the cost of

living, families will need all the extra support they can get. This is something we can
do!

We have been invited to return this summer. We need helpers to make this happen
again: setting tables, washing dishes, preparing food, serving, chatting, clearing
up........ nothing earth shattering but team work. All from Selkirk, Ashkirk and the
valley churches are warmly invited to join the team.

Could you offer one day or more on any of the following dates : Thursdays 21st and
28th July; 4th and 11th August?

For further information or any questions please contact Myra (tel 01750 22867 or
email myraward@gmail.com) or just grab me!

Lent Reflections
My Lent reflections from Biola University, Centre for Christianity, Culture and the
Arts were very relevant this morning (21/03/22). Alongside Psalm 149 to read
(Sing to the Lord a new song), Dvorák’s setting of the Psalm to listen to, and a
startlingly colourful mural, The Triumph of Music, to respond to, there were quotes
from missionaries in Ukraine:
“The Psalms have truly come alive for us here. I don’t always know how to pray so
all I can say is: “God help! Lord, have mercy!” And then I go to the Psalms.
People feel hopeless and afraid. And I don’t always know how to help, because I
also sometimes feel hopeless and afraid.”
They are truly, beautifully and powerfully living out the reality of the Psalm and the
words of Ku Sang, a Korean poet:
“Behold, whoever puts his life in me,
even though he dies, will never die;
Do not be doubtful of invisible realities.”
Anne Bethune
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Prayer - It’s Ukraine, Ukraine, Ukraine!

We’re praying for an end to this evil conflict, that it may not escalate and involve
other NATO countries: for the countless refugees who have fled, giving thanks for
all the humanitarian aid which has been forthcoming; for governments in the NATO
countries, especially those with borders to Ukraine, for wisdom and discernment -
the scope for prayer is huge.

There is a power infinitely greater than Vladimir Putin, but Western ‘Post-Christian’
nations have consigned Him to the dustbin, and are therefore under relentless
attack from aggressive humanism, atheism and secularism.

‘Pray without ceasing’, Paul wrote to the Thessalonians (5:17) - Too right!
David Taylor, Selkirk Prayer Promoter

Pray for peace in Ukraine
Holy and gracious God,
We pray for the people of Ukraine and the people of Russia,
for their countries and their leader.
We pray for all those who are afraid ;
that your everlasting arms hold them in this time of great fear.
We pray for all those who have the power over life and death;
that they will choose for all people, life - and life in all its fullness.
We pray for those who choose war; that they will remember that you direct
your people to turn our swords into ploughshares and seek for peace.
We pray for leaders on the world stage; that they are inspired by
the wisdom and courage of Christ
Above all, Lord, today we pray for peace for Ukraine.
And we ask this in the name of your blessed Son.
Lord, have mercy,

Amen
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The Damascus Road
In the meantime, Saul kept up his violent threats of murder against the followers of
the Lord…….As he was coming near the city of Damascus, suddenly a light from
the sky flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ (Acts chapter 9, vv 1-4)

Fast forward about two thousand years to 2009 and a morning in the life of Mick
Fleming: an equally threatening man, with a violent past of crime, fuelled by
alcohol and drugs, but which, in fact, covered up painful childhood memories. At
that time, he did believe in God, but didn’t think that God cared very much for him.

He was a fixer, a man others would turn to, to clear drug debts, and that morning
he was going to kill another man in the same business. He watched his intended
victim walk out of a gym, on schedule. His hand reached for the gun, but at that
moment he noticed there were two fair-haired little girls with him, about five years
old. ‘I looked at their faces, their blonde hair, innocent kids. Then it happened.’ He
described in detail seeing an intense light coming from one of the children’s hands,
white, brilliant white, blinding him for about 15 seconds. He collapsed, struggled
back to the car, sick and sweating. Then, he says, he did plead with God for help
but the only sound in the silence was Johnny Cash, singing ‘Man in Black’ on the
car radio. ‘I was that Man in Black’, he said. He took the gun, pressed it to his chin,
still wrapped in plastic and pulled the trigger. It didn’t fire. ‘I broke down.’ he said,
'The tears would not stop falling. In that moment, I was seeing myself for who I
really was.' In fact, he was suffering a complete breakdown, his violent past
catching up with him, the end of decades of pain.

The change in the life of Mick Fleming and that life’s driving purpose was just as
dramatic as that of Paul the Apostle. In the Psychiatric unit in Burnley, where he
had been sectioned under the Mental Health Act after his attempted suicide, he felt
strangely at home. The other patients made him feel loved and cared for: they
gave him things. They could see he had nothing. He was overwhelmed. It was
there that he met Pastor Tony, who used to visit the unit. Together they prayed and
talked, and Mick says he began to feel emotions again. It was the beginning of a
new life of hope.

A chance meeting with a tutor at Manchester University led to a degree in theology
- very tough for a man diagnosed with dyslexia and without much of an education-
but he made it and he never drank or touched a drug again. And now you’ll find
him, Pastor Mick, with the Charity Church on the Street Ministries in Burnley, in
one of the most hugely deprived places in the UK, doing a marvellous job, visited
by the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, who wanted to honour his wonderful
humanitarian contribution to life in that town. What a story! What an inspiration!
Who can explain God’s ways and His decisions? (Romans 11:33)

David Taylor, Selkirk Prayer Promoter
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General Account
Income:
Ordinary Offerings/Dons 12182
GiftAided +Tax recovered 50847
Grants 1503
Use of Premises 595
Other Income 1329
Total Income £66,456
Balance at start of year 20557
Surplus 9060
End of year Balance £29,617
Open Door Fund
Income:
Cafe/Donations 4190
Grants 7180
Total Income £11,370
End of year Balance £9,667
Development Fund
Income:
Donations/Tax recovered 4627
Grants 9075
Total Income £13,702
End of year Balance £27,463

End of Year Balances on our other funds:
General Fabric £8,954 Reserve £27,561
Organ/Music £2,040
Social Relief £2,130 Sunday Gang £366

Compared with 2020, there has been little change in our general income, but a
decrease of just over 10% in our expenditure, giving a healthy surplus for the year.
We are very grateful for the HMRC Furlough grants we received for 4 of our local
staff, enabling us to continue employing them. As we return to a more normal
situation, we know there will be significant increases in costs (utilities especially,
and property), so we will have to find ways of increasing our income if we wish to
balance the books this year.

A General Fund budget for 2022 has been set, and a copy of this and the full
accounts can be found on the church website. selkirkparish.church/publications/

Lynda McCraw (Treasurer)

Expenditure:
Ministries & Mission 36655
Presbytery dues 478
Local Ministry & Staff 8035
Building Costs 7265
Other Expenses 4963
Total Expenditure £57,396

Expenditure:
Local Staff 6468
Food/Equipment 1824
Total Expenditure £8,292

Expenditure:
CFW staff 16677

Total Expenditure £16,677

Selkirk Church Accounts 2021 Summary
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This is my Father's world
and to my listening ears
all nature sings, and round me rings
the music of the spheres.

This is my Father's world:
I rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas
his hand the wonders wrought.

This is my Father's world:
the birds their carols raise;
the morning light, the lily white,
declare their Maker's praise.

This is my Father's world:
he shines in all that's fair;
in the rustling grass, I hear him pass
he speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father's world:
oh, let us not forget
that though the wrong seems oft so strong
God is the ruler yet

This is my Father's world,
the battle is not done;
Jesus who died shall be satisfied
and earth and heaven be one.

Maltbie Davenport Babcock
The regular SelkirkWednesday Prayer
Group listened to this song last week
before we prayed. Anyone can join the
prayer group any Wednesday at 7pm by
Zoom. The link is always in the church
notices. There are usually between 6
and 8 folk there, bringing our church, the
world and our own personal concerns to
God, in silence or aloud. Alternatively,
you can ask for prayer by emailing one
of the session clerks.
You can listen to a recording of the song by Amy Ward here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25yI1f9gPMg
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Where are we now?

It was lovely to see so many of you at Margaret’s last
service at the end of February. Many are asking, “When
will we get a new minister?” The answer is, not for a

while yet, I’m afraid. The Church of Scotland nationally is undertaking a major
review of all its parishes, churches and ministers, with an overall reduction in
numbers, and until that review is completed, all “vacancies” are “on hold”. Here in
the Borders (Melrose and Peebles presbytery area), we have already started that
review, which led to our linking and sharing a minster with Ettrick and Yarrow
parish. We need to wait until the rest of Scotland catches up!

For the time being, we are fortunate to have Rev. Scott Guy as our locum minister,
taking services alternate weeks in Ashkirk and Selkirk or “up the valleys”. Scott,
along with our own Fiona Corbett, will also take funerals and do other pastoral work
on a part-time basis.

We are still waiting for Presbytery to appoint an Interim Moderator to moderate Kirk
Session meetings and steer us through the “vacancy”. Despite us letting them
know what nice friendly people we are, they haven’t yet managed to persuade
anyone to take up that role, although there is a glimmer of hope that it might be
resolved by the end of May.

In the meantime, though, we get on with “being the church” – all our usual activities
continue whether we have a minister or not: services on Sundays and
Wednesdays, Open Door, CAMEO, house groups, visiting, prayer group, and (not
least) showing God’s love in words and actions in our daily lives.

We’ll keep you posted on any developments as they happen.

David Bethune, joint Session Clerk, Selkirk

Stay in touch

Ettrick & Yarrow Church and Selkirk Parish Church can be found on Facebook.

@ettrickyarrowchurch
@Selkirkparishchurch

An invitation to the Sunday service and the link to the online service is posted there
each week and other occasional events are highlighted, advertised or shared.
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When Where Time Led by

April 3 Selkirk
Ashkirk

10.15am
12 noon Rev. Scott Guy. Communion

April 10 Selkirk
Ashkirk

10.15am
12 noon

David Bethune
Fan Heafield

April 17 Selkirk
Joint service 10.15am Rev. Scott Guy

Easter Day

April 24 Selkirk
Ashkirk

10.15am
12 noon

Elissa Jones
Fan Heafield

May 1 Selkirk
Ashkirk

10.15am
12 noon Rev. Scott Guy

May 8 Selkirk
Ashkirk

10.15am
12 noon

Cafe Style, David Bethune
Fan Heafield

May 15 Selkirk
Ashkirk

10.15am
12 noon Rev. Scott Guy

May 22 Selkirk
Ashkirk

10.15am
12 noon

Fiona Corbett
Fan Heafield

May 29 Kirkhope
Joint service 11am Rev. Scott Guy

June 5 Selkirk
Ashkirk

10.15am
12 noon Rev. Scott Guy, Communion

When Led by

April 6 Rev. Scott Guy
Communion

April 13 Elissa Jones
April 20 Gordon Junor
April 27 Fiona Corbett
May 4 Joanna Smith
May 11 David Taylor
May 18 David Bethune
May 25 Gordon Junor

Sunday Worship in Ashkirk and Selkirk

Wednesday Worship in Selkirk

As we all slowly get back to the
things we love, why not join us at
11am on Wednesday mornings in
the church hall for a short 30 minute
service? You will be welcomed at the
hall door and shown to your seat. We
remain seated during the hymns.

This is church too and you will be
made most welcome.



Monday 11 April
Northern Cross
pilgrims travel
through Selkirk.
Can you offer B&B?
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The records on this page are as up-to-date as possible. We apologise for any
omissions that may have occurred. Please note that opinions expressed in this
magazine are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position
of the church or congregation.

(Memorial Service)
Feb. 19 Ron Peplar

London

2022
Selkirk
Feb. 11 Sybil Miller

Riverside Nursing Home

Bereavements

Notes from Selkirk Congregational Board

Items of note from the February meeting:
1. Reports received from Treasurer and Property Convener.
2. Kirk Session and Board met jointly to approve the Accounts for 2021.
3. Coffee after church has once again resumed and 1 metre social distancing in

central pews has been removed. Social Distancing still in place in side aisles.
4. Board agreed to increase staff wages from April 2022. Hall lets will also

increase from April.
5. The number of Hall lets continues to increase. Volunteers are welcomed to

help set up/take down chairs and tables.

Sheila Christer-Porteous, Clerk to CB

Open Door
Mondays
10.30 am coffee
12 - 1 pm lunch
New volunteers
always welcome

Sunday 8 May
2pm Churches
Together meet
in St John’s
church

Sunday 15 -
Saturday 21 May
Christian Aid
week
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Session Clerk: Nora Hunter

Ettrick & Yarrow

Sketches courtesy of John Hume, Scotland’s Churches Trust

Treasurer: Jean Guthrie

ettrickandyarrow@gmail.com
Tel: 01750 52349

Session Clerk: Fan Heafield,
‘Tophouse’, Minto, Hawick
Tel: 07827927715; heafieldfan@gmail.com

Treasurer: Kev Heafield,
‘Tophouse’, Minto, Hawick
Tel: 01450 870425; j.k.heafield@gmail.com

Ashkirk

Items for the June issue of The Hird should be with the editor by
27th May.

Joint Session Clerk:
David Bethune Tel: 21703; david@dbethune.com
Fiona Corbett Tel: 22687; fiona.m.corbett@live.co.uk
Treasurer:
Lynda McCraw Tel: 21971
mrs_houseproud@yahoo.co.uk
Children and Families Worker:
John Moley Tel: 07753 341605
cfw@selkirkparish.church
Property Convener:
Andrew Laing, Tel: 21210
Church Administrator:
Wilma Groenewald
Tel: 20078 office@selkirkparish.church

Hird Editor:
Anne Bethune, Tel: 21703
anne@dbethune.com

Selkirk

Locum Minister:
Rev. Scott Guy
Tel: 07805 711148
Email: scguy55@gmail.com

Pastoral Assistant:
Heather Carroll
Tel: 01750 62240 or
07871 642843
heather@selkirkparish.church

Ashkirk, Ettrick & Yarrow, Selkirk


