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Presbytery News

Introducing our Presbytery Clerk: Rev. Norman Smith who will be coming to preach
at Selkirk later this summer.

Hello, my name is Norman Smith and I am the new Clerk for Lothian and Borders
Presbytery. Married to Pauline, we have a dog Bailey and a cat Darnley. We are
under no illusions that they rule the house! Originally from just outside Stornoway
on the Island of Lewis, I have spent the last 25 years being an ordained minister
before taking up the role of Clerk on 17th October 2022.

Initially, I was working with the existing clerks of Duns, Jedburgh, Lothian and
Melrose & Peebles along with an Implementation Group of volunteers to get
everything in place for Lothian and Borders Presbytery to come into being on 1st

January this year. Since then, it’s been working with the new Presbytery to make
sure we have everything we need for a Presbytery that puts supporting local
congregations at the heart of its activity. That means having the right policies,
structures and processes that will serve us.

Sounds quite boring doesn’t it? Yet, if we have these things right it means our
energy will go into our mission of reaching more people with the Gospel message
and helping those who do believe to grow in their faith. The aim of the new
Presbytery is to see the church grow in this area with more people in worship. We
will do whatever we can to make that happen.

My personal role will be to work with people to help that vision become a reality, to
help congregations navigate the myriad and mysterious bits of church law.
Sometimes to make sure they are keeping it and sometimes to show them how to
get round it, if it is a block to their mission.

I will also be spending a lot of time in supporting our ministers and others in church
leadership. These are difficult times for everyone in the church and people deserve
to be supported and know there are those they can turn to for help.

When not at the desk or out and about, you can find me reading books (particularly
sci-fi), watching rubbish tv or out with the dog or on the golf course. Growing up in
the islands where there are few trees I am a great lover of being out and enjoying
God’s creation. That is just a wee bit about me. I hope in time to learn a wee bit
about you all! In the meantime, every blessing for your work growing the church and
seeing people experience God for themselves.

Norman Smith, Clerk to Lothian and Borders Presbytery
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March 2023
Dear Friends,

Over the last few weeks, we have been greatly encouraged by the words of Charles
Spurgeon in his little book ‘Morning & Evening Daily Readings’. The language is
from a bygone era, but is uplifting, poetic and inspiring. We can thoroughly
recommend it.

Here are some examples:
He who counts the stars, and calls them by their names, is in no danger of

forgetting His own children. He knows your case as thoroughly as if you were the
only creature He ever made, or the only saint He ever loved.
Approach Him and be at peace!

God will send ‘showers of blessing.’ Look up today, O parched plant, and open
thy leaves and flowers for a heavenly watering.
And quoting from this poem by William Cowper:
Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw;
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw;

Gives exercise to faith and love;
Brings every blessing from above.

At this time of year, with Easter approaching, here is what Spurgeon said about the
Resurrection of Jesus:
We have often asserted, and we affirm it yet again, that no fact in history is better
attested than the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. It must not be denied,
by any who are willing to pay the slightest respect to the testimony of their fellow-
men, that Jesus, who died upon the cross, and was buried in the tomb of Joseph
of Arimathea, did literally rise again from the dead.

We hope that you too can be encouraged and inspired by these words and wish
everyone a very happy Easter.

Scott & Adrienne

Spring into Summer
Explore some local nature walks in good company this Spring
and Summer, Sundays at 2 pm:
April 23 Round The Haining with John Nichol
June 25 Butterflies in Deer Park with Karen from Bright

Green Nature
August 20 Ettrick Marshes with Sarah Eno
Enjoy, learn and appreciate God’s creation. Further details will
be in Selkirk notices.
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Closer cooperation with Ashkirk
Selkirk Parish Church has been linked with Ashkirk for many years, sharing a
minister, but each with its own Kirk Session managing and planning worship.
outreach, buildings and finances in its own parish. Both Kirk Sessions now feel it
is time for us to work more closely together. The two congregations would become
one - united rather than linked. All existing members of both congregations
would automatically become members of the new united congregation. Finances
would be combined. There would be one Kirk Session responsible for developing
a shared vision and planning worship, outreach and the care of members across
both former parishes.
The process of uniting will need to be approved by Presbytery, and then each
congregation will be asked to vote for or against the union. However, this will not
happen immediately, as we need to wait until the Presbytery Mission Plan has
been finalised and approved, possibly some time later this year. In the meantime,
we will continue to cooperate as much as we can, with shared Kirk Session
meetings, study groups and worship.
The united congregation will continue to be linked with Ettrick and Yarrow, who will
share a minister with us, but have their own Kirk Session.
If you have any questions, please ask David or Fiona, joint Session Clerks of
Selkirk Parish Church.

Needles and Pins is a group of
crafters who knit and crochet while
having coffee and cake at the Open
Door café on a Monday morning from
10am till 11.30am. This is part of the
Warm Space project. Crafters of all
skills and experience are welcome
and there is always a helping hand as
well as great chat. Many of the
crafters work on their own choice of
project either for themselves or family
or for their chosen charity.

As a group, we also have collection
boxes for small knitted toys which are
welcomed by the children’s ward in
BGH as well as lap rugs which Social
Work find useful for clients living with
dementia. A third collection box is for

any crafts that will populate a pop-up
shop in Selkirk on Friday 17th

November, with the proceeds going
towards Church funds.

It would be great if you could join us
at these lively get-togethers. Any
donations for the collection boxes
above are gratefully received as are
any spare balls of wool which will be
made into products.

As circumstances require, crafts can
be directed to other causes or
charities and suggestions and
contact details for these options
would be welcomed.

Fiona Hawke
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Religion and spirituality in Scotland
has been in the midst of a radical
change—even before the COVID-19
pandemic. As more and more people
identify as “not religious” or “none,”
traditional communities of faith are
finding it harder and harder to attract
new people. Ashkirk has certainly
seen this happening.

At the same time, we have a greater
and greater need for a spiritual life
with God at its centre. If our
congregation is to survive and indeed
flourish we need to consider
innovative forms of religious service
and to explore new and exciting ways
to reach out into the world.

In spite of the differences between the
two approaches—traditional or
innovative—both kinds of service
need to continue to strive to offer the

same thing: spiritually deepening
connections to the self, others,
creation, and the Holy.

As we move forward with the
probability of a union with Selkirk
Parish Church and the possible
closure of the Ashkirk church building
(but NOT the congregation) we need
to be proactive in our approach to
worship and be willing to participate.
The work of contributing in a spiritual
community is rich and rewarding…but
it isn’t always easy, which is why
nurturing your own spiritual life is a top
priority.

Fan Heafield, Ashkirk Session Clerk

Ashkirk News

This is a local group for anyone
suffering from Macular Degeneration
or any other sight loss. Meetings are
held on the first Monday of every
month at Trinity Church Hall, 60 High
Street, Galashiels (opp. Iceland).
The Kelso group has recently joined
forces with the Galashiels group, made
possible by the free transport provided
by Teviot Wheels. There is a central
pick-up point at 12.30 pm from Abbey
Row Community Centre, Kelso.
Transport can also be organised from
neighbouring communities such as
Selkirk, St Boswells, Melrose or
Innerleithen. To book a seat, phone
Iona on 07517 543 8998 or email

iona.mclean@macularsociety.org.uk
The groups are a great place to meet
other people with a macular condition.
Each one is a welcoming and
compassionate place to learn about the
support available, build confidence and
better understand macular disease. It is
also a place to make new friends who
really understand what sight loss is like.
Friends, family and carers welcome too.
Iona McLean, Regional Manager,
Scotland www.macularsociety.org
From Jill Freshwater: I help out with the
refreshments for these meetings. Any
questions, please just ask me. 07540
295266

Scottish Borders Macular Society Group
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Fresh Start Borders

Calling anyone who has a recipe for an easy slow
cooked dish! Fresh Start is using some funds to
purchase some slow cookers to put in their packs and
are planning to compile a cookbook to go with them.

Recipes can be sent to Fresh Start using the contact details on the website
www.freshstartborders.org.uk

Packs are still in demand and recently some packs have been made up for
Ukrainian families. Any donations will, as usual, be gratefully received . There is a
box in the meeting room of the church. Alternatively, contact Glynis Wilkie 01750
22494

Christian Aid Week 14th to 20th May 2023

This year, in Church, we will be giving out gift envelopes
and daily devotionals to read during Christian Aid week.

There will be a “Talking Climate Justice” event in St John’s church on the afternoon
of Sunday 14th at 2 pm, using Christian Aid material. Please join us for that to
develop new plans for us as an eco-congregation and to encourage the other
churches in Selkirk to take transformative action. Bring friends, it is for all.

A few people are going to take collecting buckets onto the High Street. If you would
like to do so, please have a word with me.

On Saturday 20thMay, the eco group is organising a meal to raise money for the
Christian Aid Ukraine Appeal, another opportunity to have a good time and share
God’s love.

Jane Peers (Christian Aid rep)

Forward in Faith

We are a small group who meet at Orchard Brow, Clerklands on alternate
Thursdays 7:30 to 9pm for discussion around our faith and fellowship. After a break
for Lent groups, we will start again on Thursday 13th April. All are welcome and lifts
are shared. You are welcome to come and try us out. Details from Jane Peers:
01835 870751
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Traidcraft was the pioneering Christian organisation which
planted the fairtrade seed in UK soil over 40 years ago. What has
grown from that seed is an amazing story!

Scotland is a fairtrade country! Fairtrade churches, towns and
cities popped up as we became more aware as a nation of the

transformational power of buying something that ensured fair wages and dignity for
producers and their families. Here in Selkirk we had a lot of fun organising
Fairtrade Fortnight events, like the fashion show at the High School, pop up shops,
coffee mornings, visits to Scouts and Brownies, schools and more. A highlight was
the visit by coffee producers from Malawi which really encouraged us to push on
with promoting the message in Selkirk. There's nothing quite like face-to-face
testimony of hardship and gratitude.

It is wonderful that fairtrade is now a familiar idea to us all. It's
included in the school curriculum and the logo is well known. I love
that I am able to buy a product on my doorstep which makes a
difference. Love your neighbour as yourself? This is one easy tasty
way!

Sadly, Traidcraft itself as a "one stop FT shop" with all its history and influence has
had to close. The Covid years, the impact of increased costs, the postal strike,
reduced sales and sellers have all played a part. But the seed sown has flourished
in the UK. Those who have given so much to Traidcraft are sad but proud of all that
has been achieved.

Happily, the baton for trade justice is being handed to Transform Trade, formerly a
partner of Traidcraft, but now a stand-alone company. Transform Trade has a
different focus. It aims to "partner with people who are fighting for their communities
and finding better ways to trade." They won't buy and sell themselves. They state
that, "the trade system we all use is full of exploitation, environmental damage and
huge inequality. We are long overdue a change." We can support Transform Trade
by giving and fund raising as they take up the fight on behalf of so many. They will
support some of the fragile groups formerly linked to Traidcraft.

So, we can still buy fairtrade in our own shops! Thank you to everyone who has
supported our church fairtrade stalls, fund raisers and especially those of you who
have regularly placed orders. We have worked together for almost 20 years. It
won't be practical to continue with shared orders but it is possible to source
fairtrade products in the UK. Just ask for the list of links to recommended
companies. We will continue to purchase items for church where possible.

Myra Ward
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News from the Valleys

December was a busy time in our Church year with our annual Bereavement
Service which was held on Thursday 15th December at Kirkhope Church. This
service was open to anyone who had lost a loved one, whether recently or not, and
wanted a bit of quietness/stillness and to listen to some comforting words and
music. We had coffee and delicious cake (thanks, Ann) after this short
remembrance service. Thank you, Fiona, for all your thoughtfulness and prayers.

On Friday 23rd December, we met outside Kirkhope church for our Carol Singing.
We walked admirably around Ettrickbridge for approximately one and a half hours,
with people joining in and dropping off as and when: well done to the young family
who came and got drenched! This is a much loved part of our community outreach
and we thank all those who came out and supported us in the almost biblical rain!
A very generous £100 was raised for our Christmas Appeal. I think they pay us to
stop singing!

On Christmas Eve, we had our Christingle Service which was an all ages interactive
service, held in Kirkhope Church. What better way to celebrate Christmas than a
meaningful service with young ones. Sadly, I couldn’t attend this year, although I
have it on good authority that the “Christingle team” were first class and delivered
a great service enjoyed by a packed church, followed by delicious Christmas Fare.

We have a very important Service on Sunday 26 March with the
opening of Ettrick Church for the “summer “, so please come to
the furthest point of the Parish for this momentous occasion (11
am with refreshments after) with Rev. Scott Guy leading the
service. It is a very old Scottish Church, built in 1824, replacing
the previous one in which Thomas Boston preached. It has 3
lofts (out of commission now), 2 have separations between the
pews, apparently to stop the herds’ dogs from fighting. The 3rd

loft, the Napier Loft, named after Lord Napier’s family, was more salubrious.

When any minister is in the pulpit, I find my eyes drawn to the white dove sitting on
the canopy. However, there should be a safety warning for both the Elder on duty
and the congregation when at Ettrick as the offering is received in the original
offering ladles: handling these is a skill in itself, given the length of the handles and
the lack of space for movability. If the weather is fine, Ettrick churchyard has the
graves of Tibbie Shiel (owner of a local institution Tibbie Shiel’s Inn, whose visitors
included James Hogg, William Wordsworth and Sir Walter Scott) and James Hogg
“The Ettrick Shepherd”.

Continued on page 9
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Worship in the Valleys

When Where Time Led by
April 2 Kirkhope 11.30am Rev. Scott Guy

April 7
Kirkhope
Good Friday

7 pm Rev. Scott Guy

April 9
Yarrow
Easter Day

11.30am Rev. Scott Guy

April 16 Ettrick 11am Rev. Scott Guy
April 23 Yarrow 11.30am Rev. Scott Guy

April 30
Kirkhope
Joint Service

11am Worship group

May 7 Yarrow 11.30am Rev. Geoff Hewitt
May 14 Ettrick 11am Rev. Geoff Hewitt
May 21 Kirkhope 11.30am Rev. Rosie Magee
May 28 Yarrow 11.30am Rev. George Shand
June 4 Kirkhope 11.30am Rev. Geoff Hewitt

Continued from page 8

We are back (post Covid) to having our intimate Good Friday evening service at
Kirkhope (7pm) with Rev Scott Guy leading the praise. We would love to extend
the invitation to you all. If you cannot make the Selkirk Easter Sunday service
please do come up to Yarrow for an 11.30 service or 11am for refreshments.

Susan White
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Different voices, fresh perspectives

It was J’s 7th birthday and he was chuffed.
“Wow! A whole dollar!” he said, holding the note
in his hand.
I remember his wealthier friend’s words exactly:
“Why is he so excited about a lousy dollar”?
Fortunately, I don’t think J. heard.

Quite simply, those who have little often appreciate small things in life better than
those who have much, and this applies to all aspects of human experience. While
his peers were passing much higher grades, B passed his first, elementary piano
exam. I remember this with particular happiness because B. had to overcome
severe dyspraxia to achieve that goal. This made it a great achievement.

As I age, I become ever more excited by the mere fact I am still able to walk, run
and, very occasionally, skip. All this I took for granted when I was younger: what’s
so great about walking, running, skipping when you’re twelve, or thirty? As I
approach 70 I finally begin to appreciate the sheer pleasure of movement,
paradoxically, because it is harder.

Finally, ask any hill walker whether the view from the top is better after the
exhausting slog up, or after jumping off the chairlift. Definitely the former: the effort
is an essential part of the pleasure: it is why God gave us endorphins.

I used to think James was pushing it a bit when he wrote, “Consider it all joy, my
brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds”. (Jam 1:2). How can a trial be
joy? (If you have ever wondered what an oxymoron is, well: that’s one right there).
And yet the pleasure we derive from overcoming financial, intellectual and physical
obstacles demonstrates this spiritual truth.

One day I hope Jesus will say to me, “Well done, good-(ish) and faithful-(ish)
servant”. But He will want me to feel it is somehow deserved. So there will have
to be effort.

Rod Ward
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Worship together
in Holy Week,
2 - 8 April 2023

Sunday 2 April 6pm Ashkirk Church

Monday 3 Pilgrims in Selkirk

Tuesday 4 7pm Selkirk Baptist Church,
Connections

Wednesday 5 11am Selkirk Parish Church

Maundy Thursday 6 7.30pm St John’s Episcopal Church
Sung Eucharist, followed by The Watch

Good Friday 7 10am Walk of Witness
starting at Our Lady & St. Joseph’s, via the Market Place, finishing
with refreshments in St. John’s

7pm Kirkhope Church

Easter Saturday 8 7.30pm St John’s Episcopal Church
Service of Light

Easter Sunday 9 April
7am Auld Kirkyard
Welcome Easter Day,
then breakfast in Selkirk Parish Church hall

9.30am Selkirk Parish Church
Easter Worship with choir

11.30am Easter in Yarrow Kirk
Refreshments from 11am
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Thou that hast given so much to me,
Give one thing more: a grateful heart…
Not thankful when it pleaseth me;
as though your blessings had spare days,
but such a heart whose pulse may be thy praise.

George Herbert, 1593 -1633

Open Door

The café welcomed 53 lunch customers and 29 for coffees and cake
on 9th January at the start of another New Year. Help! We were
very, very busy: in fact our busiest since before Covid. It was a
cheering sight and although that was a one off, we are now
averaging about 40 people for a hot lunch and over 20 for coffee and
cake. We are also pleased to have more men coming regularly
although we have sadly lost one or two as well. Our volunteers cope
with everything cheerfully and flexibly!

Our new initiative “Needles and Pins”, the crafting, knitting, crochet group, already
feels part of the cafe (10.00am - 11.30am). It is impressive to see what is achieved
whilst chatting, eating and drinking! Some have their own projects and others are
knitting cuddly “trauma teddies” for the Children’s Ward at the Borders General
Hospital. Hats, scarves and mittens are being produced at breakneck speed by
one learner, orders taken and funds raised for the church. Wow! “Needles and
Pins” is another reason for some to come in and enjoy the warmth of the hall. We
are advertising ourselves as a “Warm Space” along with all the other churches in
Selkirk. Come and join us and save on your heating bill!

We see a bit of “coming and going” over time with volunteers but lately we have
welcomed some new faces. Looking back, it is wonderful how we have always had
enough hands to keep the café going, even though stretched at times. We are
thankful to God for each one who helps. Sadly this month, we say farewell to Jane
Stevenson who has headed up the catering since she came to us in 2015. We will
miss her lovely menus, her leadership and her sense of humour! We wish her every
blessing as she moves to a new job. We are now searching for someone to follow
in her footsteps. The job advert is on our church website, Facebook, other social
media platforms and posted on the church notice board. Spread the word and
please pray that we will find the person to take us forward in this important
hospitality ministry and outreach to our community.

Myra Ward
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Sustainable Selkirk

I hope all the readers have heard about Sustainable Selkirk, I know that some of
you will have visited the shop and used some of its facilities.

Sustainable Selkirk shop is at 5 Tower Street providing free information and advice
to local residents, particularly on saving energy in the home. It also has electric
bicycles you can borrow and provides recycling facilities for many of the items
which you cannot recycle in the council’s blue bin.

I am a volunteer at the shop and along with two other members of the staff have
recently studied and become qualified in giving Energy Awareness Advice.

Energy Awareness Advice will help to save some energy, reduce the cost of
heating homes and make them more comfortable at a lower cost. This helps the
climate crisis.

On the training, we were shown many aspects of home heating where energy can
be saved which should make the home more comfortable at a lower cost.
Currently, many of us are trying to reduce our energy costs. The easiest way to
achieve this is to turn down the heating slightly and add draught excluders etc.
However, it has becoming disconcerting to find that many people are turning off the
heating altogether. This makes the house too cold to live in, even if you are
wearing numerous jumpers. If the temperature in the house is less than 18oC it is
an unhealthy place to live and will cause illnesses like asthma, pneumonia etc.
These cold temperatures can also cause dampness and structural damage to the
house. Therefore, rather than just turning off the heating, it is a good idea to discuss
the possibilities and get advice about saving the cost of energy while keeping your
health and property in a good condition.

If householders wish to make more improvements to further reduce costs,
additional wall insulation and double glazing may be suitable and there are some
grants and loans available for this.

Please visit Sustainable Selkirk and discuss your energy usage to see if there is
any advice you could use to save costs and make your home more comfortable.

Jack Peers

Editor’s note: look out for a feature on Sustainable Selkirk on Selkirk Parish Hall
noticeboard.

Open Mon, Wed. & Friday
10am - 12 or email

angela@sustainableselkirk.org.uk
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Income:
Ordinary Offerings/Dons 14291
GiftAided +Tax recovered 39791
Use of Premises 2595
Other Income 2471

Total Income £59,148
Balance at start of year 29,617
Deficit (5,960)
Transfer to other funds (15,000)
End of year Balance £8,657

Income:
Cafe/Donations 8697
Grants 1000
Total Income £9,697
End of year Balance £7,854

Income:
Donations/Tax recovered 1779
Legacy 6809
Total Income £8,588
End of year Balance £21,945

Income:
Gift Aid/Tax recovered 318
Transfer from General 10000
Total Income: £10,318
End of Year Balance £476

Income:
Transfer from General £5000
End of Year Balance £29,285

General Fund

Open Door Fund

Development Fund

Fabric Fund

Expenditure:
Ministries & Mission 40572
Presbytery dues 480
Local Ministry & Staff 9278
Building Costs 8352
Other Expenses 6426
Total Expenditure £65,108

Expenditure:
Local Staff 9044
Food/Equipment 2466
Total Expenditure £11,510

Expenditure:
Building (manse) £18,796

Expenditure:
Building/Architect costs £3276

Expenditure:
CFW staff 7015
Building/other 7091
Total Expenditure £14,106

Selkirk Church Accounts 2022 Summary

End of Year Balances on our other funds:
Organ/Music £1951, Social Relief £2,190,
Sunday Gang £366

Reserve Fund
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Notes from the Treasurer
2022 has not been a good year financially, and we have ended with a drop of
£34,500 across all our locally held funds. There has been a 9% decrease in
offerings/tax recovered, coupled with significant property costs, (especially with the
manse as we bring it up to the standard required to call a new minister, and as we
start to consider prospective developments to the church). We cannot sustain
substantial deficits for long, as our funds will simply run out unless we can find ways
to increase our income.
A General Fund budget for 2023 has been set, and a copy of this and the full
accounts can be found on the church website.

Lynda McCraw

Given our financial situation at the
start of 2023, we have reinstated a
Fundraising Committee, and are
looking for volunteers to join a starting
cohort of 4 (Jill Freshwater, Fiona
Hawke, Lynda McCraw, Margaret
Milne). Please consider this
seriously, and if you feel you can
contribute with your time, experience
or ideas, then contact L. McCraw as
soon as possible.

Our first event is to be a Coffee
Morning on Friday, 19th May,
10am-12noon. There will be home
baking, preserves, gifts, crafts,
plants, books/jigsaws, and a
competition, so we are looking for any
of these items to sell, all of which will
be very gratefully received. If you are
able to help serve refreshments or
man a stall, please give your name to
one of the committee, otherwise
please come along (with friends?) to
support us.

Fundraising

We have booked the Pop Up shop for
Friday, 17th November, and again
hope to have crafts, gifts, baking etc.,
so you have plenty of time to be
creative for that.

We are continuing to collect 5ps,
although we have a very small
number of donors at the moment.
Over the years we have raised more
than £9,000 in 5p pieces, so would
welcome new supporters.

Some possible ideas for the future are
a Table Top sale, auction, Nearly New
sale, musical and sponsored events,
quizzes and competitions, and
individual events (eg. coffee morning
or barbecue at home for friends and
neighbours). We are sure there must
be many other ideas that you have
heard of, attended, or even helped to
organise. If so, please pass these on
to the committee.

Fundraising Committee
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World Day of Prayer 2023
“I have heard about your faith”

Prepared by the WDP committee of Taiwan.

Thanks to everyone who came along to Our
Lady and St. Joseph’s church hall on Friday 3rd

March, for the World Day of Prayer Service.
Also, grateful thanks to those who took part in
delivering the service. It was lovely to have a
“face to face: service rather than the Zoom version as has been the case the past
couple of years.
Special thanks must go to the host church and especially to Sue Cook for co-
ordinating everyone. We all appreciated the refreshments at the end of the service
too. The service was made extra special thanks to the wonderful accompaniment
of Rod Ward on his keyboard - all very much appreciated.
At the conclusion of the service, the lit candle was passed on to a representative
of the Baptist church, who will be the host for next year’s service. The 2024 service
will be written by Christian women of Palestine: “I beg you to bear with one another
in love.”
The collection of £86.35 has been sent to the Scottish WDP committee.

Jill Freshwater

Fund Raising for
Ukraine

The Eco-Congregation group
is hosting a fundraising meal
for the Christian Aid Ukraine
appeal.

This will take place at the end
of Christian Aid week on
Saturday 20th May at 6.30 pm.
Bookings will be taken up until
Sunday 14th May. Cost £7.50
per person.

Please book your place with
Anne Bethune or Elissa Jones.
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ReachOut: meeting to share friendship and faith

We enjoyed using Embrace the Middle East study material through
Lent, learning about the work Embrace does in the Middle East, as well
as reading the Bible together, gaining new insights, sharing stories and
encouraging each other. It is so good to meet together.

Earlier in the year, the ReachOut planning group decided to donate money to
Ignacio’s work in prisons and with ex-gang members in Guatemala. This was
mostly funds from last year’s Midsummer Cluster meal.

Anne Bethune, ReachOut group

Come And Meet Each Other
at CAMEO

At time of writing, we are looking forward to a visit from Doug Methven who will be
showing us some of his beautiful wildlife pictures. This will be our last meeting of a
successful session. We have been delighted to welcome quite a few new
members, including some gentlemen. On April 13, we are going on our trip to
Dobbies Garden Centre in Edinburgh where we will have afternoon tea. At time of
writing, there are still a few spare seats on the bus. If you are interested, please
phone 01750 725427.

My thanks to our hard-
working committee.

Marjorie Lawrie

Selkirk Kirk Session notes
From March meeting:
• Linda White reported on the first meeting of Lothian and Borders Presbytery.
• It was agreed to continue the worship pattern of some services in the hall and

occasional café-style services.
• Following a report received by the Congregation Board on the cost of bringing

the organ back into life, it has been decided not to proceed.
• Louise Raffier presented a report on younger people, children and families in

our congregation. Hot Chocolate continues for teens but for other outreach we
need to provide a support group and pray for a shared vision.

• All Trustees need to complete Safeguarding Training by the end of June.
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When Where Time Led by

April 2 Selkirk
Ashkirk

9.30am
6pm

Rev. Scott Guy
Fan Heafield

April 9 Selkirk
Easter Day 9.30am Rev. Scott Guy

April 16 Selkirk 9.30am Speaker from Edinburgh
Medical Missionary Society

April 23 Selkirk 9.30am Rev. Scott Guy

April 30 Kirkhope
Joint service 11am Worship Group

May 7 Selkirk
Ashkirk

9.30am
6pm

Rev. Geoff Hewitt
tbc

May 14 Selkirk
Café Church 9.30am David Bethune

May 21 Selkirk 9.30am Rev. Rosie Magee

May 28 Selkirk
Communion 9.30am Rev. George Shand

June 4 Selkirk
Ashkirk

9.30am
6pm

Rev. Geoff Hewitt
tbc

When Led by

April 5 Fiona Corbett
David Bethune

April 12 Joanna Smith
April 19 David Taylor
April 26 David Bethune
May 3 Joanna Smith
May 10 David Taylor
May 17 Jane Peers
May 24 David Bethune

May 31
George Shand
Communion

June 7 Joanna Smith

Sunday Worship in Ashkirk and Selkirk

Wednesday Worship in Selkirk

The Wednesday service congregation is
flourishing again so teas and coffees
have been re-started, now before the
service.
10.30am for tea/coffee
11am for worship
Open to all, especially if Sunday at
9.30am doesn’t suit you. This is a short
service and we stay seated for the
hymns. You will be made most welcome.



1

You are the peace of all things calm
You are the place to hide from harm
You are the light that shines in dark
You are the heart's eternal spark
You are the door that's open wide
You are the guest who waits inside
You are the stranger at the door
You are the calling of the poor

You are my Lord and with me still
You are my love, keep me from ill
You are the light, the truth, the way
You are my Saviour this very day

Celtic Blessing



Christian Aid is a key member of ACT Alliance. Eng and Wales charity no. 1105851  Scot charity no. SC039150  Company no. 5171525  
Christian Aid Ireland: NI charity no. NIC101631  Company no. NI059154  and ROI charity no. 20014162  Company no. 426928.          
The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid. © Christian Aid May 2022 Illustrations: Christian Aid J297600

Talking Climate 
Justice Tour
Every transformative social 
movement started with a 
conversation that moved
people into action.

Join us as we have powerful 
and honest conversations
that stir up action for
climate justice!
 

St John’s Church,
Selkirk

Sunday 14 May
2023

2 - 5 pm

Come!

Bring a friend!

Please just turn up, but to help with
catering, email Jane Peers:

janepeers@proton.me
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The records on this page are as up-to-date as possible. We apologise for any
omissions that may have occurred. Please note that opinions expressed in this
magazine are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position
of the church or congregation.

Selkirk
Feb. 14 Kenneth Jeffrey

La Cura House
Berwick

15 Isla Grieve
Thornfield House

Feb. 16 Billy Morrison
Thornfield House

March 11 Avril Haldane
6 Ladywood

Bereavements

Selkirk Diary dates
For Sunday and Wednesday services see page 18
Every Monday
10.00 - 11.30 am Needles and Pins (see page 4)
10.30 - 2 pm Open Door, for coffee and lunch
Every Wednesday 7pm Prayer Group on zoom. The link is in the weekly notices.
April
Thursday 13 CAMEO trip

7.30 pm Forward in Faith
Tuesday 18 7 pm Congregational Board
Sunday 23 2 pm Haining Walk
Thursday 27 7.30 pm Forward in Faith
May
Tuesday 9 10 am Churches Together meet, Connections
Sunday 14 2 - 5 pm Talking Climate Justice with Christian Aid

(see page 2)
Saturday 20 6.30 pm Meal, raising funds for Ukraine (see page 16)
Thursday 11 7.30 pm Forward in Faith
Thursday 25 7.30 pm Forward in Faith
Tuesday 30 7 pm Kirk Session, Church Leadership. in person, in hall

Stay in touch
Ettrick & Yarrow Church and Selkirk Parish Church can be found on Facebook.

@ettrickyarrowchurch
@Selkirkparishchurch

An invitation to the Sunday service and the link to the online service is posted there
each week and other occasional events are highlighted, advertised or shared.
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Session Clerk: Nora Hunter

Ettrick & Yarrow

Sketches courtesy of John Hume, Scotland’s Churches Trust

Treasurer: Jean Guthrie

ettrickandyarrow@gmail.com
Tel: 01750 52349

Session Clerk: Fan Heafield,
‘Tophouse’, Minto, Hawick
Tel: 07827927715; heafieldfan@gmail.com

Treasurer: Kev Heafield,
‘Tophouse’, Minto, Hawick
Tel: 01450 870425; j.k.heafield@gmail.com

Ashkirk

Items for the June issue of The Hird should be with the editor by
28th May.

Joint Session Clerk:
David Bethune Tel: 21703; david@dbethune.com
Fiona Corbett Tel: 22687; fiona.m.corbett@live.co.uk
Treasurer:
Lynda McCraw Tel: 21971
mrs_houseproud@yahoo.co.uk
Property Convener:
Andrew Laing, Tel: 21210
Church Administrator:
Ruth Scott, Office Hours Wed. - Friday 10 - 12
Tel: 20078 office@selkirkparish.church
Hird Editor:
Anne Bethune, Tel: 21703
anne@dbethune.com

Selkirk

Locum Minister:
Rev. Scott Guy
Tel: 07805 711148
Email: scguy55@gmail.com

Pastoral Assistant:
Heather Carroll
Tel: 01750 62240 or
07871 642843
heather@selkirkparish.church

Ashkirk, Ettrick & Yarrow, Selkirk


